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PiE LAST COUNTESS OF 


OME 
CIALLY OF 
HOURS OF 
SEAFLELD. 

(Coneliud: i frem pare 69.) 

A nour six or seven days before her 

Jenth, she sent for her children, that 

she might give them her Jast advice 

and blessing. ‘Fo her son, my Lord 

Deskfoord, she that he must be 

as a mother to the rest, and see to 

heir education ; and praved that God 
vould bless him and direct him in all 
here was sane worldly 
thing she desired, it was that the fa- 
mily mign t stand in his person. But, 
hecking herself, she said, ‘we ought 
not to seek worldly things of God, 


j ! -" . nt Be oe 
sne was not wortiy 


and that 


sald, 


ee ee T 
15 af tiols. Itt 


that 


there should be the least remember- 
ance of her after her death.’ She 
only begged, therefore, that God 
would give him a heart in every 
thine to love and fear him. To my 
Lady Betty she said, she had been 


her idol from ber infancy yy, and that 
o»ved her but too well. As 
now be mistress of the fa- 
e bid her labour for a serious 
and composed temper of mind. She 
urged it upon her never to be idle, 
mat al Hways to be emplo yed, and to 
pend much of her time in praying 
“nd reading devout books. She bid 
ies also be kind to her sister, aS, 
notwithstandine the badness of her 
temper, she had a particular mere 
Above all things, she 

Charred her continua lly to love and 


ness for her. 
ear God, and both in great things 
and in small to seek couneel from 
Him; and she would see that all her 
“ficulties, on all occasions, would 
vanish, and God would give her wis- 
dom without her knowing how: and 
Christ. Obsery. No. 123. 


ESPE- 


» COMMUNICATIONS. 


this, she said, she had proved by her 
own experience. Tomy Lady Janet 
she said, that she had to complain of 
her temper as stubborn and perverse. 
She’ charged her to become more 
gentle and kind, and in particuiar to 
be aflectionate and attentive to her 
sister, and to seek God with all her 
heart, and to look on all the advice 
given to her sister as given to her- 
self. ‘To Master George she said, 
that as he could not understand any 
advice she could give him, she should 
crily pray God to bless him, and to 
make him a good man ; and, calling 
for his governor, she charged him to 
instruct him in spiritual as well 

temporal things, and earnestly to in- 
culcate them on him. Then, look- 
ing on them all, she suid, ‘ Ye are 
ho more mine; ye are God’s.’? After 
whl ch, turning towards her mother, 
vho was leaning on the back part of 
the bed, and observing her very sor- 
rowful, and bitterly lamenting her 


approaching death, she said, * Moe 
ther, part willingly with me, for 


you see I have parted willingly with 
oe 
mine. 

“ She was very anxious that her 
heart should have no attachment but 
to God. When some inconsiderate 
person told her hastily, that my Lord 
Seafield would be there in a few 
hours, she felt considerable emotion ; 
but, recovering herself, she said, 
‘What! shail the creature yet inter- 
pose between me and God ! Begone, 
all ye creatures. I have vowed it. 
I have renounced you all, and given 
up myself to God. I have vowed, O 
Lord, that I will be entirely thine. 
Lord, take thou the full possession 
of my heart: fill every part of it 
with thy love.” Formerly, when her 
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husband had returned home alter a 
lonz absence, at the first meeting 
her spirits would have been m such 
a commotion that she would have 
fainted away. She was afraid lest 
apy such weakness should have seiz- 
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he would permit no creature to sharo 
Init. When her husband came frst 
into tne room 
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ol his weiure, excused berseli as 


to conversation because cl arr cear- 
ness, and enireated hira to retire to 
his chanrbe1 $6 refresn himself afte ty 
sucha wearisome journey 3 and when 


? * | met > 249 62 pt Wan ramecouerl her 
ne loti '& Lt © he mo AE ar rene WCU ava 
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crez sed thing 5 irora thee, my God, 
my all” She would often say, ‘he 
day oi my unien with thee Is atuand ; 
Lord, make me ready. IDI vp evish, 
Twill perish ait ats feet. LT will hold 
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maintenance of four pout 


of good reputation, wiio had Cilili- 
» Pw a a ee } paar 
aren, where tic V miient De mame 
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to service or 2 trace 3 and on the de- 
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cease of any one of them, another 
might be put in her room. ‘io this 
he readily consented, which gave 
her no small satisfaction, She bless- 
ed God, who age disposed him to 
consent to it so readily. She was 


a 


in great hopes that her husband, 
through the Divine grace, should 
become truiy good, which she ear- 
nesily begged of God; and to this 
end she urged him to be rid of all 
sublic affairs, and attendance on 2 
court, a8 being the bane of all i 
nations to true and solid virtue. 
‘fier heart was now wholly turn. 
ed to Cod and to eternity ; and day 
and ni vit while she waked, for she 
dept but litdle, she spent her time in 


ardent eraculauons, oi 1n re: ading QO” 
~ 


*\, 1; 
tiusa® 


eee ae ee , c ' 
RECALLING SOnC portion of the Ho! 


Seripturcs with great devotion. Her 
son, having: about this time read 
letter concerning the love of God, 
Was desirous it me, nt be read to h 
as being well suited to the present 
ds MOS Lion Of “an he ari. Hayine 


heard it with creat attention, she 
suid she had read it over two severa! 
times before, and wished nothing 
tore tuan to have her heart wholly 
moulded into the love ef God: _ 
had always regarded the love of Ge 


' ral ’ 
Ne thn mecann,s s+ sie moves 
as (fat Os ee | eet ae Ci it 122200. 
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t * +. eer = af ee ce rye r 

* £2ET IVE} increa3sliue mitic! h ra 
,ehe es } . 

Mend, ON -2NHULPSTA rice SHE coulg 


eet no sicep, and so fell into a little 
fe ra time, however, 
she fell asleep, and awoke free from 


‘ 


any delirium, lex pressing the sense 
her unworthiness and in- 
mk ec to God, a lady who was 
present we she could sec no reason 
why she should have so ill an opi- 
nion of hes self as all who knew he: 
were aie ted that she had led a 
ood life. Son this she replied, 


very £O 
that that arose from their not know- 
ine her She pe wish that al! 


miecht know her real character, and 
might learn, from her example, not 
to de fe t - cir repentance, but to tun 
unto God while in health. The samé 
lady ssietun that she had grea 
reason to bless God who had given 
her such a son, she replied, that she 
did bless God for what he was, and 
prayed that he micht be made bet- 
ter, and not o as these who put 
their hand to the plough and re 
back ageain. While she was speak 
ing of her approaching end, and the 


“ae 



































_o 







> © 
















12.) Some Particulars of the Life of the last Countess of Seafield. 135 


was now not far off, her mother 
said, she hoped she miht still re- 
cover. She answered, ‘¢ God forbid 
that I should flatter myself by think- 
ing either that | shali live long in 
this world, or that I have a full as 
surance of a biessed eternity 5 for [ 
stand 1 know not how. And turning 
fo her your gor ' sister she sald, * O 


jean. Jean, be wise; deny yoursel!, 
] . PONE € x12 ) Son Bm 
ian€ Uy) youl Cress, Ais Ae PES UE y 
~ 


Christ.’ 
That night she caused them (to 

— to her our Saviour’s haul 

ermon, and then said,* I shall short- 
" bid farewell to the vanities of the 
world, and enjoy him whom my soul 
loveth:? W hen she awaken 70m 
her slumberiucs, during which she 
hed been treubled with vain yn ms, 
she said ste should weted behold 
the glory of God; and she begged 
earnestiy that she might have no 
thourvht but of him; and that he 
would inspire her with his Holy 
Opintt, that, neither sleeping nor 
waking, she might have any unholy 
or unprofitable thouplit 

“Friday nig 8 ‘ht, the fever stil in- 
creasing, she fell again into a little 
delirium, sleeping 1 none that higut. 
stowever, in the + e the deli- 
rum left her, and she became guite 


composed. She. had belore been 
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Nornin 


= . a ft, a a t.. | a 

much affected with the parable oi 
"14 rr a oT ? t yrr Rate rT 7 reser 
i Rich whan Quid Lazarus, aiid Was 
apephin .. me AY lee . lewnec 

; Stoic that Lr 0OG did not aiwW rae} a 
‘ teytre ON thy “© hea tin t avec] wm} -potar 
~2.OW OO CHOSE Ne MWIOSl iovegd paChiry 
Cols ouial 5 nS, 3 ae Al oS ] 
i the vood thines of this lie, and 


ws 


ave done; and therefere, thinking 
a = —— BS asvibe vr 

mat the meanest things were too 
eood for her, she desired to be bu- 
red in the meanest manner that Is 
used in this count 


: ” In the afternoon, her ic ver sul 
increasing, she was seized again with 
a slight Solistun, During | its COn- 
Unnance, prayers were ma de tor her, 
ci which she seemed insensible. A 
uttle time after, one prayed over her, 


essing Ged that he had turned her 

scart wholly unto Fim,and had taken 

PISSES PyeEno eParnect. 
sion of it, and begeving carnest 


commend 


ly that God would rebuke Satan, and 
cause him to depart from her. Her 
spirit was immediately composed, 
and she broke ferth into a most de- 


} swe" + 
vout prayer and ardent adoration of 


God, at which all who were present 
surprised. Iter hus~ 
band drawing near to her, she held 
ier hand to him, and then icll 
ito a little delirium again. It was 


} 


that she was c yeetinde tor the 


' 
* »? , ry 2? Siay 
were aw Wahl Y 
€.3 


rt i 
oAthre thntast o Boast 1, 
YVuUsIe habit ~ Out Wi wey Dt ‘OU: it, She 
= = a ee i Nee 9 eon Rana frer 
took no notice G1 bla. She was nearc 


to say, ‘Come, shew me e way.’ 
One present r eminded her that Jesus 
liad said, ‘I am the way, the truth, 
and the life ;? and added, that He was 
new come to lead her to the Father, 

and to euide her throurh this dark 
path. And then he earnestly prayed, 
that Almighty God, the Creator of 
the worid, would buve mercy on the 
work of his owa hands; that Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of the world, 
would save the soul that he had 
bought; that the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter, would support and com- 
fort herin this her last agony. When 
he had ended, she broke forth intoa 
divine rapture ef adoration and praise 
with her last breath : * My Redeemer 
liveth : praise to the Lord, Amen. 
Ou mast nnaigiees mercy; thou 
tnoi leave me: praise to the Lord, 
Amen. Take me by the hand, O my 
Saviour, and lead me throurh the 
dark path unto the Father. O my 
Ccod, leave me not. Tknow, O Christ, 
thou wilt not leave me. ‘Phou never 
cidst forsake a soul that was whoilv 
even up to thee: praise to the Lord, 
Amen. Heavenly Soke into thy 
merciful bands commend my spirit. 
Phou knowest that [ have forsaken 
the world, and riven my heart whoily 
unto thee. Come, and tale possession 
of it. All T bad in the world, they 
are thine: Ieive them unto thee ; do 
thou accept of them. f trust only 
in thy mercy, and in the merits of 
mv b less sed Redeemer: praise to the 
Tord, Amen. Come aed Jesus, and 
lead me to the Vather. Heavenly 
Father, into thy merciful arms | 
my spirit, Amen.” With 
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these words she closed her eyes, 
and seemed to all present to be 
yielding up her Jast breath ; and thus 
she continued for some time, her 
pulse being quite gone. But ina lit- 
tle time she opened her eyes again, 
and with an air, as it seemed, of joy 
and wonder, she continued looking 
upwards with a fixed gaze for near 
half an hour. By degrees she let 
her eyes fall, shut them, and yield- 
ed up her last breath. Those who 
were present were not a little affect- 
ed both with her last words and her 
last looks, which they ali beheld 
with silent admiration; and they 
were led to think that God had been 


pleased to grant her the desire of 


her heart, some special mark of his 
favour, in her passing out of this 
world, and that she was entered into 
the joy of her Lord.”’ 

From the funeral sermon which 
was preached on the occasion of this 
Jady’s death, I shall extract a few 
concluding observations. 

“ Adored be the infinite mercy 
and goodness of God for this fresh 
Instance ef a sinner who hath caus- 
ed joy in heaven by true peniience. 
She was a great ornament to her 
famliy, sex, and country ; a virtuous 
woman, whose price was far above 
riches ;—-the heart of whose husband 
mni¢ht trust in her;—who Jooked 
well to the ways of her household, 
and ate not u 10 bread of idleness _— 
whose children rise up and call her 
blessed ; her husband also, and he 
praise 
her favougy which is deceitful, an 
beaulys which is vain; bat truly 

feared the Lord, and therefore ougut 
to be praised ;——but who, especially 
in her latter years, and in the last 
days of her itfe, gave such evidences 

ofa truly pealitent spirit. S 
felt the diffcrence between that vir- 
tue which has a vain shew in the 
world, and yet is founded too much 
on self-love and self-seeking ; and 
that which is founded on a deep and 
irue humillity, divine love, and seli- 


contempt ;—between a heart divided 


aa 4 aur ,¢ Cyod and tha semnericl and 
se7ween JWUSh gpistle: ela WOOD dG. Lips a 


eth ber :—who wes not vain of 
| 


| March, 


heart wholly devoted unto God. How 


much did she abhor herself! How 
profoundly penitent was she for her 
sins! How was her heart totally 
weaned from this world, and wholly 
resigned unto Gou ! How ardent were 
the breathings of her soul to him! 
How humble was her hope In his in- 
finite mercy + How ofien did she say, 
‘T will cast myself at his feet: If | 
perish, I will perish there!’ And 
what an earnest had we ot her bless- 
ed acceptance with her heavenly 
Father and Redeemer, in her last 
joyful and rapturous breathing out of 
her spirit into the hands of her hea- 
venly Father. O may we be stirred 
up to follow such a biessed example 
of true penitence! May the children 
trace this path of their excellent 
mother! May they ever remember 
and practise her last dying counsel! 
May her widowed husband give joy 
to her spirit, by being united to her 
in this spirit of true penitence! And 
may we all forsake our evil ways and 
unrighteous thoughts, and turn unto 
the La, and he will have mercy 
upon us; even to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. Amen.” 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Ir the following interpretation of 
Exod. xxvill. SO. does not appear to 
you to add to the number of unsatis- 
factory ones, you will perhaps ailow 
ita place In your valuable miscellany. 

I am disposed tuo consider the 
names of the tweive tribes of Israel, 
epgraven on the twelve precious 
stones, as what alone was meant by 
the lustre and perfection, the Urim 
end the Phummiin, which was ap- 
pointed to be put ¢z the breast-plate 
of near s—(which command, 
ver. 50, | take to be an explanatory 
nen of that contained in the 
preceding verse ;)—Urim denoting 
the rlory of the visible church, 2s 
bearing the /ight of truth (signified 
by the ions of the precious stones); 


and Thummim, the unity of all 1s 
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parlss constituting its ferfection, sig- 
nified by ad the wibes of israel en- 
¢ ven on these stones, and, as it 
were, enshrined in their glory. Fur- 
cher, this glory and perfection was 
horue on the heart and on the shoul- 
ders of the High Priest, in the ephod, 
and in the breast- plate,which were noé 
to be scfarated from each other (chap. 
xxviii. 28.) Inquiry is said, 1 Sam. 
xxllil. 9, and xxx. 7, to be by the 
ephod ; which privilege of inquiry 
(denominated I Sam. xxviil. 6, by 
Jrim), appears from Num. xxvil.2 
to be allowed only to the person 
who, during the theocracy in [srael, 
was the deputed vicegerent of God ; 
andit was,in a limited degree. the 
conuinuation of that special favour 
enjoved by Moses, of tamillar cou- 
yerse with Jehovah: tor the an- 
swers to the inquiries by Orzm (1. e. 
oi ibe High Priest. wearing the 
breasi-piate and epnod), seem to 
have bien made tn an audible voice. 
Again, in Lev. villi. where ried 
pari of Aaron’s dress is particulariz- 
ed, it Is observabie, that the twelve 
stones ue not mentioned ; but it is 
said that Moses fut in she breast 
pate the Urim and the Thummim: 
and in I;exod. xxxix. where every ar- 
ticle likewise is distinctly spec cified, 
and the stones accurately describ- 
ec, the Uriin end Thumniin are not 
mentioned : which led Bishop Pat- 
mck to think they were one and the 
same; and he says, that Josephus 
ind the ‘Valmudic doctors were of 
the same opinion. 

I also conclude, that the circum- 
stance of the breast-plate for rather 
breast- saarene for it was mace of fine 
Nit ien embroidered), being doubled, 
IN“icates, that the engraved stones 
(which formed a jewel, not larger 
than a small nag gg picture), 
Were placed ewz/Azn, . between the 
fold 5 sO that 1t we properly be 

ud, Dev. vill, &. he pul in the 
MPeast-finece the Urin and Thummim. 
Vompare Exod. xxxix. 10. If this 
Was the fact, then that which rep- 
"esented the glory of the church 
vas hidden, or veiled. like all the 
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dispensation. If the robe of the 
ephod was (as its Hebrew name im- 
ports) the upper garment, éA#cu the 
engraved stones on the shoulders 
were also covered, It should be 
considered, that though these gar- 
ments were made ior giury and bcau- 
ty, yet that they were scarcely scen 
by the people. The high priest 
wore them only when he mini-ter- 
ed in the holy jlaces (but not wien 
he entered the most holy ); and the 
people could only view him as tiey 
worshipped before the gate oi the 
court where the brazen altar stued, 
1,c. the court of the priests. And 
it m-y be added, as every thing per- 
taining to the tabernacle and pricsi- 
hood was typical of spiritual and 
heavenly things, it Is Congruous to 
understand the Urim and Thummim 
as being of the same Caos ; and this 
peint, viz. that they were of mate- 
rial workmanship, ae be cecid- 
ed, if the added clause in the Sama- 
ritan text be admitted as gennine : 
‘Thou shalt make the Urim and 
the Thummim.” But what I con- 
sider as the argument chiefly de- 
serving attention is the following. 
It is generally agreed that the in- 
quiry by Urim ceased about the 
time of Solomon. The building o! 
the tempie, honoured with special! 
marks of Divine approbation, can 
never be assigned as the cause of the 

withdrawment of such a privilege. 
But the defection of the Ten Tribe: 

in the subsequent reign furnishes a 
sufficient solution of this matter ; 

since it is evident the high priest 
could not bear the names of the fen 

revolted and apfiostate tribes on hi 

heart or on his shoulders, as @ meme - 

vial before Jehovah. 

At the return of Judah, Benjaniin, 
and Levi, from the captivity In 
Babylon, great pains were taken to 
Inquire Into, and acuen the ge- 
healogies, cspeciiily those of the 
family of Aaron ; and some priests 
were necessarily suspended from 
their sacred functions thi ‘rough defect 
of proper documents to prove thei 
pedigree. Upon this occasion, Ne- 
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eC} nish (chap. vii, 3, 8) said unto 
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these words she closed her eyes, 
and seemed to all present to be 
ylelding up her last breath ; and thus 
she continued for some time, her 
pulse being quite gone. But ina lit- 
tle time she opened her eyes again, 
and with an air, as it seemed, of joy 
and wonder, she continued looking 
upwards with a fixed gaze for near 
half an hour. By degrees she let 
her eyes fall, shut them, and yield- 
ed up her last breath. Those who 
were present were nota little affect- 
ed both with her last words and her 
last looks, which they all beheld 
with silent admiration; and they 
were led to think that God had been 


pleased to grant her the desire of 


her heart, some special mark of his 
favour, in her passing out of this 
world, and that she was entered into 
the joy of her Lord.”’ 

From the funeral sermon which 
was preached on the occasion of this 
Jady’s death, I shall extract a few 
concluding observations. 

‘* Adored be the infinite mercy 
and goodness of God for this fresh 
instance of a sinner who hath caus- 
ed joy in heaven by true penitence. 
She was a great ornament to her 
famliy, sex, and country ; a virtuous 
woman, whose price was far above 
riches ;=-the heart of whose husband 
might trust in her;—who Jookec 
well to the ways of her household, 
and ate not the bread. of idleness — 
whose children rise up and call her 
blessed ; her husband alse, and he 


praiseth her ;—who was not vain of 


her favour, which is deceitful, and 
beauty; which is vain; bat truly 
feared the Lord, and therefore cught 
to be praised ;—-but who, especially 
in her latter years, and in the last 
days of her itfe, gave such evidences 
ofa truly penitent spirit. She then 
felt the dilicrence between that vir- 
tue which has a vain shew In the 
world, and yet is founded too much 
on self-love and self-seeking ; and 
that which is founded on a deep and 
true humility, divine love, and self- 
contempt eegaoaeges a heart divided 
wetween God and the world, and a 
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heart wholly devoted unto God. How 
much did she abhor herself! How 
profoundly penitent was she for her 
sins! How was her heart totally 
weaned trom this world, and wholly 
resigned unto Goa ! How ardent were 
the breathings of her soul to him! 
How humble was her hope In his in- 
finite mercy ! How ofien did she say, 
‘I will cast myself at his feet: If ] 
perish, I will perish there! And 
what an earnest had we of her bless- 
ed acceptance with her heavenly 
Father and Redeemer, in her last 
joyful and rapturous breathing out of 
her spirit into the hands of her hea- 
venly Father. O may we be stirred 
up to follow such a blessed example 
of true penitence! May the children 
trace this path of their excellent 
mother! May they ever remember 
and practise her last dying counsel! 
May her widowed husband give joy 
to her spirit, by being united to her 
in this spirit of true penitence! And 
may we all forsake our evil ways and 
unrighteous thoughts, and turn unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon us; even to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. Amen.” 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


ly the following interpretation of 
Exod. xxvill. 30, does not appear to 
you to add to the number of unsatis- 
factory ones, you will perhaps allow 
ita place In your valuable ralaceey 

J am disposed tuo consider the 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel, 
engraven on the twelve precious 
stones, as what alone was meant by 
the lustre and perfection, te Urim 
and the Phummiin, which was ap- 
pointed to be put 77 the breast-plate 
of judgment;-—(which command, 
ver. 50, lL take to be an explanatory 
repetition of that contained in the 
preceding verse ;)—Urim denoting 
the glory of the visible church, 4s 
bearing the /ight of truth (signified 
by the lustre of the precious stones); 
and Thummim, the unity of all is 
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arts, constituting its perfection, sig- 
nified by ad/ the tribes oi israel en- 
g;.ven on these stones, and, as it 
were, enshrined in their glory. Fur- 
ther, this glory and perfection was 
borne on the heart and on the shoul- 
ders of the High Priest, in the ephod, 
and in the breast- plate,which were not 
to be scharated from each other (chap. 
xxvili. 28.) Inquiry is said, 1 Sam. 
xxiii. 9, and xxx. 7, to be dy the 
ephod ; which privilege of inquiry 
(denominated 1 Sam. xxviil. 6, by 
Urim), appears from Num. xxvii. 21, 
to be allowed only to the person 
who, during the theocracy in Israel, 
was the deputed vicegerent of God ; 
and it Was, in a limited degree, the 
conunuation of that special favour 
enjoyed by Moses, of familiar coui- 
verse with Jehovah: tor the an- 
swers to the inquiries by Urim (i. e. 
of the High Priest, wearing the 
breasi-plate and epihod), seem to 
have been made in an audible voice. 
Ayain, in Lev. villi. where every 
pari of Aaron’s dress is particulariz- 
ed, it is observable, that the twelve 
stones aie not mentioned ; but it is 
said that Moses jut in she breast- 
piate the Urim and the Thummim: 
and in Exod, xxxix. where every ar- 
ticle likewise is distinctly specified, 
wnd the stones accurately describ- 
ed, the Uriin and Thummim are not 
mentioned : which led Bishop Pat- 
ick to think they were one and the 
same; and he says, that Josephus 
and the ‘Talmudic doctors were of 
the same opinion. 

I ulso conclude, that the circum- 
stance of the breast-plate for rather 
breast t-piece, for it was mace of fine 
linen embroidered), being doubled, 
invicates, that the ‘enetened stones 
(which formed a jewel, not larger 
than a small miniature picture), 
pag placed ewt/Azn.1. e. between the 
fold; so that it might properly be 
said, Lev. vill, 8. he put in the 
Oreast- fie e the Urim and Thummim. 
Compare Exod. xxxix. 10. If this 
Was the fact, then that which rep- 
"esented the glory of the church 
yg hidden, or veiled, like all the 
‘Maer representative elories of this 
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dispensation. If the robe of the 
ephod was (as its Hebrew name im- 
ports) the upper garment, ¢écen the 
engraved stones on the shoulders 
were also covered. It should be 
considered, that though these gar- 
ments were made tor giury aad bcau- 
ty, yet that they were scarcely seen 
by the people. The high priest 
wore them only when he munister- 
ed in the holy jilaces (but not when 
he entered the most holy), and the 
people could only view him as tiiey 
worshipped before the gate ot the 
court where the brazen altar stood, 
1, c. the court of the priests. And 
it may be added, as every thing per- 
taining to the tabernacle and priesi- 
hood was typical of spiritual and 
heavenly things, it is congruous to 
understand the Urim and Thumimim 
as being of the same kind; and this 
peint, viz. that they were of mate- 
rial workmanship, would be cecid- 
ed, if the added clause in the Sama- 
ritan text be admitted as genuine : 
‘Thou shalt make the Urim and 
the Thummim.” But what I con- 
sider as the argument chiefly de- 
serving attention is the following. 
It is generally agreed that the in- 
quiry by Urim ceased about the 
time of Solomon. The building of 
the tempie, honoured with special! 
marks of Divine approbation, can 
never be assigned as the cause of the 
withdrawment of such a privilege. 
Sut the defection of the Ten Tribes 
in the subsequent reign furnishes a 
sufficient solution of this matter ; 
since it is evident the high priest 
could not bear the names of the ten 
revolted and apfiostate tribes on his 
heart or on his shoulders, as @ memoe- 
rial before Jehovah. 

At the return of Judah, Benjamin, 
and Levi, from the captivity In 
Babylon, great pains were taken to 
inguire into, and regulate, the ge- 
nealogies, especially those of the 
family of Aaron ; and some priests 
were necessarily suspended from 
their sacred functions through defect 
of proper documents to prove their 
pedigree. U pon this occasion, Ne- 


hemiah (chap. vii. 5, 6) said unte 
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them, that “they should not cat of 
the most holy thing *s till there stood 


afea pfiriest withU rine and Zhuiinim a 
q.d. their title to the priesthood 
could not be ascertained but by an 
appeal to the sacred OFacicy W hich 
the high pri icsty wearlne the cvr- 
filete ephod and breast-piate, was 
alone authorized to make: from 
which it may be inferred, he did not 
then wear it; for this passage proves 
the privilege of inquiry by Urim 
was no longer vouchsafed, and also 
that its restoration was hoped for. 
Now it is certain the re-enion of all 
the tribes of Israel was the subject 
of several prophecies whaich yet re- 
main to be accomplished. (Sec 
Jer. xxxi. 1,18, 203; Zech. ix. 10, 
1S ; chap. x. 6. Tagree with Mir. 
Mede, that there are strong internal 
proofs that the six last chapters in- 
serted in Zechariah belong to Jere- 
miah, or to his time.) And if this 
event was, as I suppose, essential to 
the enjoyment of this favour, it holds 
forth to us most impressive infor- 
mation concerning the 
union, as constituting the perfection 
of the church, in order to the full 
participation of that light of truth, 
and freedom of access to God, which 
are its happiness and its glory. As 
the human body, when deprived of 
a single member, is thereby, though 
possessing life, yet impeded in some 
of its functions ; SO, whist the 
ehurch, through disunion, remains 
zmperfect, the disunited — parts, 
— living, all suffer a partial 
withdrawmemt of Divine communt- 
cation, by reason of their divided 
state. God did not fi! 


abernacie, or tie — Gt Solo- 


Mon, with his siory, tl! : whole 
was compicte, vy every has bein: 
tumited to cac! noth er, and eve ry uten- 
sil and vestment t prepared accord- 
ing to Baines command : and per- 
naps the reason wiv the second tem. 
ple was not somone at lh conse- 
cration with the cloud of glory, may 
be sought for in ies dispers mA state 
of the tribes ; curing which state, 


the high priest could not bear their 
salhefl 


-ames in memorial before Jehovah: 


I3 


necessity of 
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nor could he, on the solemn day of 
yearly expiation, offer sacrifices for 
the house of Israel, collectively con- 
sidered. 

I think this view casts some light 
on Duet. xxwxill. 8. And of Levi he 
said, Lhy Liumnuim and thy Urim 
shali be with thy Holy One” (thy 
bountiful, gracious One, as in Ps, 
xvi. 10): even tlim who will be the 
Ifigh Priest of good things to comeyin 
a greater and more perfeci ta bernacic, 
by whom Gentiles,as well as Jews, 
may have access by one ioe ret unto 
the Lather, aud be made jrerfect b by 
becoming one. John xvii. 25. It is 
obse rvable, that in this text, Thum- 
mim is placed écfore Urim. 


SOVATER. 


we 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Ix your former velume, p. 539, a 
correspondent, who signs herself 
MARIA, proposes an inguiry respect. 
ing the probable import of Jacob’s 
request to Esau, in Gen. xxv. 31, 
The chief difficulty which presents 
itseif, on the examination of this 
transaction and its consequences, 
scems to arise from the diversified 
nature of the blessings conveyed by 
the birth-right. Thatthe birth-right 
was, In some respects, a transferable 
property, the transaction itself sul- 
ficiently proves ; and of this Jacob 
must, at the time, have been aware. 
Yet it appears, from the account 
given in chap. avon that Isaac was 
lar irom considerin: him self bound, 
by the previous bare: tin between his 
sons,toactconformably to it. It was 
only in consequence of a success- 
ful artifice, contrived by Jacob and 
his mother, that the patriarchal bles- 
from its regulary 
and that % the 


civerted 
iereditary DOSSCSSOP, 
ceterminate counsel of God’? came 
tobe fulfilled. It is impossible to 
avoid implicating both the brothers 
in, perhaps, an equal degree 0. 
blame, though they acted from very 
different motives, on the occasiol 
recorded in chap. xxvVe-—Covetous- 
ness, cruelty, ¢ ie eption, unbelie’ 
were the characicristics of Jacob's 
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ction. Isau displayeda “frgfane’’ 
contempt for the divine and the 
prophetic blessings which were nat- 
araily entailed upon the primogeni- 
ure. To substantiate these charges, 
we must recollect what those advan- 
wes were, Which the ene coveted, 
ndthe other * desfzsed.-—It has, 

Jeed, been supposed (as your cor. 
t surresis),that * the hon- 


ir ol hone; proveniter 


spenden 


OS gage) 
of the Mes- 


foe or, r ’ » } : 4 
was incluced in the birth- 
ieht 7? but of this there scems no 


‘tent evidence, cither in the 
way OL Promise, or of tact. Tt 1s, 
ever, unquestionable, that the 
inst-born possessed an authority 
over the restof the family, as 1s ex- 
vessed in the words of the Most 
High to Cain, Gen. iv. 7 ; and sig 
fed by “the excellency of denier, 
and the exceliency of power,’’? Gen. 
six. 3 according to which he suc- 
coede dthe father inthe government 
the family, or kine som, 2 2 Chron. 
ul 3. Fle had likewise a double 
Lortion of the paternal io eritance 
e Deut. xxi. 17, and 1 Chron. v. 
It is probable that fAese were 
ihe principle advantages which Ja- 
cab, by his unnatural and arbitrary 
onduct, aimed to secure, especial Hy 
s contirmed by the paternal bene- 
action. It may be urged, that his 
purpose of self aggrandiser nent was 
oy no means realized hes the event, 
| since, so far from possessing the do- 
: over lisan, he Was soon 
ged to fice from before his face, 


i: 
Wry 
MInLoy 


5 obi 


| and, in process of time, to approach 
S bine with the most solicitous indica- 
6 ons of inferiority and submission. 
i his is true. Butis to be observed, 
a lit the ascendanc y of Jaccb took 
‘ place, not so much immediately as 
" irate ; not so much in his 
» person or family, as tin his re- 

moie descendants. Among them, 

the divine decluration madeto Re- 
hed bckah. “ The elder shall serve the 
- younger,” was for ages, and is to 
éd this de ay, remarkably verified. For 
though, according to the prophecy 


in Chap. XXVIII. 39, 40, Ie “dom, the 
posterity of Esau, for a time enjoy : 
td fertility, yictory, and other adyan- 
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tages, “ yet at length,” says Bishop 
Newton, “ David imposed the yoke, 
which was very galling to the Edo- 
mites from the first; end towards 
the end of Solomon’s reign, Hadad, 
the Edomite, of the blood royal, who 
had been carried into Egypt from 
his childhood, returned into his own 
country, and raised some disturban- 
ces, | Kings x1. but was not able to 
recover his throne, his subjects be- 
ing overawed by the garrisons which 
David had placed among them ; but 
in the reign of Jehoram, the son of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, the 
fidomites revolted from under the 
dominion of Judah, and made them- 


selves a King, 2 Kings vili. 20—22, 
Jehoram made some attempts to 
subdue them again, but could not 
prevail. We find that the nation of 


the Edomites has, at several times, 
been conquered by, and made tribu- 
tary to, the Jews, but never the 
Jews to the Edomites. And where 
is the mame or nation now? They 
were swallowed up and lost, partly 
among the Nabathean Arabs, and 
partly among the Jews ; and the 
very name, as Dr. Prideaux has ob- 
served, was abolished and disused 
about the end of the first century of 
the Christian era.” 

‘There were, moreover, certain re- 
ligious or spiritual privileges con- 
nected with the birth- right, the con- 
tempt and casy sacrifice of which 
by Esau has brought on him the 
severe reprobaticn of the apostle in 
Heb. xii. 16. These seem chiefly 
to have consisted In the right to the 
lomestic priesthood, and to the in- 
heritence of the prophetic blessing. 
‘he former was, probably, exercised 
on occasion of the father’s absence, 
sickness, or death (see Deut. viil. 16, 
iy &c.) The latter, as having re- 
spect, not merely to temporal pros- 
perity, but also to the setting up of 
God’s kingdom ; to the coming of 
the Messiah ; er, in other words, to 
all those great things included in the 
covenant with Abraham ; could not 
be slighted without the greatest fro- 
faneness and impicty. Nor could 
any truly good man have been in- 
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different to the honour of being, as 
the first-born of a righteous house- 
hold, even ¢yfical of Him who is 
“the first born among many bre- 
thren.’”? Unhappy Esau! how bitter, 
yet how unavallinz was thy re- 
morse ! Forasensual, a momentary 
gratification, how dreadful, yet how 
ieserved, was thy doom ! * This,” 
says Bishop Hall, “ was the dearest 
dish that was ever purchased, ex- 
cept the forbidden fruit.’ And 
what is aman profited if he shoutd 
vain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul :”? 
A. B. 
nnn | 
FAMILY SERMONS. No. XAXIX. 


Luke xv. 7.—* Tsay unto you like- 
wise, Joy shall be in heaven over 
one stiner that refienteth.” 


“Tae words of the wise,” says the 
Wise Man, “are as goads”’ (fitted to 
rouse the heart), and as * nails” (to 
fix divine truths there), fastened by 
the masters (the guides) of assem- 
blies. One, indeed, is our Master, 
the Lord from heaven ; and that we 
might hear his words, and be in- 
structed in his Father’s will, he 
clothed himself with our nature. 
When we reflect that be is truth it- 
self, and cannot lic, and that his 
boundless love made him come to 
seek and save us who were lost; we 
ought especially to weigh his words, 
and let them sink into our hearts. 
Now it is He who tells us, that “ joy 
shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth.” 

Joy is that which ali men seck 
after, and therefore it is a subject 
which must be interesting to all. 
But, alas ! the joy which most men 
seek, is that which arises from pleas- 
ing their sensual appetites, or era. 
tifying their malignant passions ; a 
joy which has in it nothing solid, 
but must, sooner or later, end in sor- 
row and anguish. It is the joy of 
fools. Solomon, who applied him- 
self to find out the utmost happiness 
which the world was capable of af- 
fording, and who withheld his heart 
from no worldly joy, found all to be 





{ March, 


vanily and vexation of spirit. It is 
to turn us from this vain pursuit 
after empty joy, that God cails us, 
by the messages of his grace and the 
visitations of his providence, to re- 
collection and penitential sorrow, 
And they who obey that call, though 
they may sow in tears, yet shall 
reap in joy. Nay, there shall be joy 
in heaven over them. 

Heaven is the region and centre 
of joy, as the sunis of light. There 
is the kingdom of God ; a kingdom 
of pure love and solid joy ; a king- 
dom of such true and essential joy, 
that it is called “the joy of the 
Lord.” 
thy Lord.” * In his presence is ful- 
ness of joy, and ai his richt hand are 
pleasures for evermore.” Thence, 
all sorrow and sighing flee away. 


There, the constant employment ot 


angels and saints is hallelujahs and 
joytul songs of praise *¢ to Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb, for ever and ever.” We find, 
at the birth of our Saviour, a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host coming 
down thence to ‘ pratse God, and 
to give glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men.’? And a measure of the 
same joy we may suppose to be ex- 
cited by every event which tends to 
the glory of God, and the good of 
man. Inthe text we hear of Joy 
being caused in heaven by what 
passes on earth. In heaven, there 1s 
joy over even one sinner that repent: 
eth. Overasinner! a creature that 
has despised his Creator ; a subject 
who has rebelled against his su 
preme Lord and King ; a son who 
has been disobedient to his heaven- 
ly Father ; an indigent wretch, who 
has been guilty of base ingratitude 
to his most bountiful Benefacto!s 
from whom he has received his 
being and all he possesses ; a bond- 
slave, who has contemned his Re- 
deemer ; one also who has obstl 
nately persisted in his wickednes‘ 
notwithstanding all the divine calls 
and warnings, so that no less than 
Infinite Patience could have borne 
with him :—that there should Dé 


** inter thou into the joy of 
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joy in heaven over such a creature, 
isa miracle of grace and mercy far 
surpassing that “OE curing the blind 
or the lame, or raising the dead. 
There 13 nothing more hatelui to 
God than sin ; and yet our Lord says, 
that there shall be joy im heaven 
over a sinner. Yes; but it is over 
a sinner that repenteth; asinner who 
hates und forsakes his sins; who 
turns away from his wickedness both 
in heart and life ; who is grieved at 
his heart for having despised so good 
and so merciful a God; who would 
not for a world turn again to such 
fully; who feels an indignation 
avuiust himself on account of it ; 
whose sorrow does not arise from 
worldly loss or disappuintiment, nor 
chiclly from the fear of endless tor- 
ments, but from his having set at 
nourht infinite zoodness and ‘love ; 
who ts above all things anxtous to do 
sou0O more; who Is afraid lest he 
should be drawn back to sin 3 and 
who, therefore, keeps a strict watch 
over his heart, his tongue, his ways ; 
and takes revenge as it were on bim- 
seli, for having neglected and dis- 
pieased his God. There shall be joy 
in heaven over such a sinner, how 
grcat and how many soever bis sins 
muy have been; for the Lord de- 
licateth not in the death of a sinner: 

he is not willing that any sinner 
should perish, but that be shouid re- 
pent and live. When the Prodigal 

Son had spent in riotous living all 
that his father had given him, and in 

his misery came to himself, and 

arose to go to his father, in order to 

confess his sin, acknowledge his 

Wretchedness, and beg only to be 

admitted as one of his hired ser- 

vants ; his father, while he was yeta 

great way off, saw him, and had com- 

Passion on him, and, running to meet 

him, feil on his neck and hissed him. 

He received him with joy, as his 

son who had been lost but was found, 

and he would have all the family to 

tejoice with him. Oh the infinite 

love and compassion of our heaven- 

ly Father! He rejoices at the con- 

version of a sinner: he calls upon 

Christ. Obsery. No. 123. 
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his angels to rejoice with him. Such 
an event fills them with joy and 
gladness: for among them there is 
ho envy, but love; a Jove which 
makes thein stoop to be ministering 
spirits to the heirsol salvation. They 
rejoice when the tabour of their Lord 
and ours, has not been in vain. 

Such is the benevolence which 
reigns in heaven, that joy is excited 
there even over one sinner that re- 
penteth. One might suppose that 
the conversion of a whole city or 
nation might cause joy in heaven ; 
but ‘God and his holy angels rejoice 
over one sinner that repenteth, and 
this without respect of persons or 
rank. Here the rich and the poor 
meet together; the Lordis the Maker 
ofthemall. Itis not said that there 
shall be joy in heaven over a rich or 
avreat mun that repenteth, but over 
one sinner that repenteth, whether 
he be rich or poor, bigh or low, 
bond or free. Nay, il we may judge 
from sonie declarations of Scripture, 
it would appear that God delighted 
more espectally in the recovery of 
the poor and mean. ‘* Not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called ; 
for God hath chosen the foclish things 
of the world to confound the wise ; 
and the weak things of the world to 
confound the things that are mighty; 
and base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God 
chosen; yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that 
are; that no flesh should glory in 
his presence.’? The meanest and 
poorest sinner that repenteth, is as 
much the object of the Divine care 
and joy, as if there were no other to 
care for in the world. 

God dweils in light inaccessible : 
no man hath seen God at any time ; 
but the only begotten Son he hath 
revealed him, and hath revealed him 
to us by his beloveddisciple as Love: 
«“ God is love ;’? and love, when it 
loses a beloved object, becomes ar- 
dent in its desires to recover it, and 
will spare no pains and labour to ac- 
complish its recovery: and when 
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those pains and labour are success- 
ful, the greater the love has been, 
and the more aragnt the desire to 
recover the lost object, the greater 
must be the joy in its recovery. 
God, when he created man at first, 
breathed into him a living soul, an 
jinmiortal spirit, after his own image, 
and in his own likeness; but when 
man had ruined and destroyed him- 
self by sin, how ardent was the de- 
sire manifested by God, and how 
great were the — and pains taken 
for his recovery ! Ele removes him 
from those en which had drawn 
away his heart from God; he lets 
him feel the misery which attends 
his departure from God, by which he 
Jost true peace and joy, and tound in 
their stead only vanity and vexation 
of spirit. He visits him inwardly by 
his Spirit; he sends trom time to 
time his servants the prophets, call- 
Ing upon him to return, and offering 
him pardon and forgiveness; he 
waits patiently for him, with a view 
to recluim him 3; he so loves him as 
to send his only begotten Son, that 
whoscever believeth in him may not 
perish, but have everlasting life; he 
sends him not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him may 
be saved. How ardent must that 
love have been which clothed the 
ever-blessed Son of God with our 
nature, which led him to take the 
form of a servant, and to humble 
himself to death, even ihe death of 
the cross, that he might recover us 
to himself! When the desire has 
been so intense, and the pains taken 
so great, for the recovery of the sin- 
ner, doubtless the joy for his recove- 
ry, when it is accomplished, must 
be proportionate. Noris the Divine 
goodness in this respect confine to 
afew particular objects It extends 
to all. God desires the recovery, 
the repentance. of every sinner. ‘As 
I live, saith the Lord, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live : turn ye, turn ye, from 
vour evil ways, for why will ye die? 
he Lord is not willing that any 
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should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” 

Since, then, ovr heavenly Father 
desires not the death of a sinner, 
buc that be should repent and hive; 
since there 1s such joy In heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, let it be 
our endeavour to awaken In our- 
selves, through the Divine grace, this 
spiritof true penitence. The great 
importance of the subject I need not 
insist upon. It formed the grand 
topic of the preaching of John the 
Baptist, the forerunner of our Lord; 
and with this topic also, our Lord 
himself commenced his ministry : 
* Repent yey for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand; repent ye, and 
believe the Gospel.” Our Lord tells 
us, that it was for the very end that 
repentance and remission of sins 
might be preached unto all nations, 
that it behoved the Son of man to 
suffer and to rise again from. the 
dead. Aud what our blessed Lord 
said to us while on earth, he may be 
considered as now saying tous from 
heaven; “ Repent, and bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance.’ 

And who is it that thus calls us to 
repentance! Itisour Almighty God, 
our heavenly Father, our most boun- 
tiful Benefactor, our most mercilu! 
Redeerer, our most blessed Com- 
forter, our most faithful Friend, who 
is the giver of ail good, who ts love 
and voodness itself; who 1s also 
truth itself, and cannot deceive us. 
And shall we turn a deaf ear to his 
call? Shall we refuse the gracious 
Invitation which would raise us frem 
our natural state of darkness and de- 
gradation, of wretchedness and sin; 
to life, and light, and glory, to per 
fect happiness and perfect holiness: 
Such a refusal would cause joy il- 
deed, but notinheaven. ‘The great 
enemy of our souls, Satan, with all 
his angels, would rejoice to find that 
their labour bad not been in vail 
These thirst for our ruin; they $¢ 
about seeking to devour us ; vy the 
baits of worldly honours, earthly 
riches, sensual pleasures, they would 
tempt us to defer this great work 
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and to leave it finally unaccomplish- 
ed, thus deceiving and drawing us 
on to our destruction. And shall we 
grauly their malice and their hatred 
(0 us, at a rate too which will prove 
so costly Shall we be so far deluded 
snd blinded by the god of this world, 
as to second his eflorts for our ruin, 
and assist him, as it were, to rivet 
‘he chains which are to bind us 
down under darkness, util the 
iudgmentof the great day shali con- 
signa us to everlasting shame and 
contempt, misery and despair? 

And let us consider how reasona- 
ble are the things which our merci- 
ful God and Saviour requires of us, 
when he tells us to repent. He re- 
quires that we do not go on to destroy 
ourselves eternally, to ruin both our 
souls and bodies for ever. He re- 
guires that we should live to the 
ends and purposes of our creation, 
which are, to glorify God here, by 
a lite devoted to his service, that we 
may enjoy him for ever in heaven. 
ile requires that we should pursue 
the things which make us truly 
happy, and avoid those which will 
muke us for ever miserabie. He 
requires that we should love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, 
and our netghbour as ourselves; 
that we should cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well; that we shouid do 
justly, and love mercy, and walk 
humbly withour God; that we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly 
inthis present world; that, renoun- 
cing the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, we should seek the favour of 
God as our portion, and lock to hea- 
ven as Our home; that our commu. 
non should be with God the Father, 
and his Son Jesus Christ; that we 
should be made partakers of the 
Divine nature ; and have cur lives so 
secured with Christ in God,that when 


“e€ who is our life shall appear, we 


may also with him appear in glory. 

What more ought to be necessary 
‘0 induce us to ohey this call to 
‘epentance, than to contemplate the 


’ . 
"PSSpiree of 5 ae . . 
esslags which attend penitence, 


Family Sermons. —No, XXXIX. On Luke xv. 7. 





and the miseries which attend a 
contrary state and temper! The 
penitent have inward peace and se- 
renity of mind ; the comfort and joy 


of a good conscience ; the favour of 


Gsod, and free access to him at all 
times; his special protection to ald 
them; the wuard of his holy angels 
to sustain them 3 sweetness und con- 
tent in every thing they receive, and 
even in the afflictions which befal 
them; a secret delight in following 
their Lord in that way of self-denial 
which he trod; the continual aids 
of bis grace to strengthen them In 
this course ; a fervent lowe, which 
animates them to undergo all diffi- 
cuities; an humble faith tn God. and 
a firm hope in his mercy, which sup- 
port them under every trial—Such 
ure their privileges during their pil- 
erimage here below ; and, to crown 
all, their latter end is peace, and 
they are at length translated into the 
kingdom of their Vather, and enter 
for ever into the joy of their Lerd. 
What a contrast to this Is the 
state of the impenitent! They con- 
trnue slaves to their own lusts, and 
to the devil, who leads them captive 
at his will; they have no true In- 
ward peace and quiet; the happi- 
ness they do enjoy arises only from 
an lenorance of their true state, a 
Llindness to the miseries that await 
them: their pleasures are low, tran- 
sient, unsatisfactory, delusive ; pro- 
mising much, but ending only in 
Cisappointment ; tickling the senses, 
or the imagination, but proving In 
the issue vanity and vexation of spi- 
rit. And what is their final portion 
after this feverish dream of life Is 
over? It is outer darkness, misery, 
and despair ; the communion of de- 
vils and wicked spirits; weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth ; 
the worm that never dies, the fre 
that never shall be quenched. 

These considerations, awful as 
they are, may now, it is true, be 
disregarded by us; but how different 
willour view of them be when death 
comes to arrest us and tear us away 
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from all those objects on which we 
had placed our affections, and the 
vanity and worthlessuess of which we 
shall then fuliy understand ! We shall 
then stand amazed at our own folly 
and madness; we shall wish ear- 
nestly for a longer time in whicn to 
repent, and to bring forth fruits 
mect for repentance, but it will be 
denied to us. Why then do we 
cefer to lend an ear to the Divine 
calls? How long have we abused 
his patience and jong suffering al- 
ready! Shall we even delay this 
work till to-morrow, when we know 
not what dreadful consequences tlils 
very day may be big with? + To- 
day, then, let us hear his voice, and 
not harden our hearts. Now ts the 
accepted time, now 1s the day of 
salvation.”? Let us improve the 
present me, for that only is ours ; 
and turn unto the Lord with all our 
hearts. 

And let us not be deterred from 
entering on this course by any ap- 
prehension of the difficulties attend- 
ing it. Vor ourselves to overcome 
our evil habits, to mortify and sub- 
due our lusts and corruptions, to re- 
pent and turn unto the Lord, would 
indeed be beyond our strength. But 
he who hath commanded us to turn, 
stands ready to bestow on us the 
strength which Is requisite to that 
end. Only let us repairto him, and 
his strength shall be made perfect 
in our weakness. His grace and 
Spirit shall be given to us to make 
us such as he would have us to be; 
to quicken our souls, to raise them 
from the death of sin to a Jife of 
righteousness ; to turn us from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God. 

To conclude: if thus repenting 
of our sins we return to God through 
Jesus Christ, we may be assured of 
the Divine acceptance. ‘* He will 
be merciful to our unrighteousness, 
and our sins and iniquities he will 
remember no more. Though our 
sins were as scarlet, he will make 
them white as snow; and though 
they were red as crimson, he will 


make them white as wool.” He wil] 
receive us into his household and 
family, and number us with bis sons 
and daughters. He will guide us 
by his counsel, and hereafter receive 
us to glory. He wiil rejoice ever to 
do us good. Nay, we shall cause 
joy in heaven among all the blessed 
multitudes who surround dis throne; 
for “there w joy in heaven over oue 
sinner that repenteth.”’ 

Now, unto Him who is able to 
keep us from tailing, and to present 
us faultless before his presence with 
exceeding joy, be ail honour and 
glory, might, majesty, and domi. 
nion, now and for ever. Amen. 





To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
THat there is a great difference be- 
tween the knowledge ot the truth, 
and an habitual love and practice of 
what is good, is a position which few 
will controvert. It deserves, how- 
ever, an attentive consideration. | 
believe it is common for young per- 
sons of lively imaginations, upon 
their becoming religious, to be anx- 
lous to acquire a knowledge of Di- 
vine truths. ‘The nature of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and their mutual 
harmony and dependence, open an 
extensive field of speculation to their 
view. They read the Bible and re- 
ligious books with eager curiosity ; 
and the sermons which they hear 
are readily impressed onthe memo- 
ry. After some time, these sublime 
truths begin to lose their novelty ; 
the field is surveyed, and the same 
objects generally present themselves 
to their observation. An accurate 
knowledge of the great doctrines of 
the Gospel is now acquired; and 
here the danger begins which the 
writer wishes to investigate. Per- 
sons of a warm fancy are likely to be 


carried either into the depths of 


speculative divinity, or into the 
heights of mystical extravagance: 
Plain truths are no longer relished ; 
and something must be found (0 
gratify an insatiable curiosity, or the 
most enlightened preacher will bé 
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thorght superficial, and the Bible it- 
seit perhaps will be considered al- 
most aS a dead Jeuer. The writer 
has witnessed some of these excesses 
and dangerous errors in certain di- 
yi ons of Chitstians 3; and a miscon- 
cep ton of the nature and Importance 
gi scilgsous principies, as the uit 
wee end of religious knowlecge, has 
probably been a trequent source of 
gets and heresies. 

in order, theretore, to avoid these 
eviis. We Must consider the acquisi- 
ten of virtuous and religious habits 
as of far greater Importance than 
the richest stores of knowledge. 
“Koowledge pufleth up, bat charity 
ecilieth.” A mere knowledge of the 
wath will lead to vain jaugling, COn- 
ceil. abd spiritual pride. It, then, 
weare seeking sound knowledge aud 
information on religious points, let 
ibe our principal aim to become 
wise unto Salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. Il we wish to know 
the truth, let it be with this view, 
that the truth may make us tree from 
all errors in judgment, and all evils 
in practice ; that we may not only 
know, but practise what is holy, and 
just, and good; and may toilow 
whatsoever things are pure, and 
lovely, and of good report. We 
shall find, that we may frequently 
review the same truths, and fre- 
quently hear them explained and 
enforced, without weuriness or Sa- 
tiety, if we are only desirous of re- 
ducing them to practice. 

For instance, the doctrine of 
man’s fall and consequent depra- 
vity should teach us the impor- 
tant lesson of humility and self-dis- 
trust. The doctrine of Divine grace 
and favour, through a glorious Me- 
diator, should fill us with humble 
‘ope, with stedfast faith, and with 
lively gratitude. God’s gracious 
care over his people, and his readi- 
hess to communicate the graces of 
his Holy Spirit, to renew, sanctify, 
«nd comfort them, are calculated to 
spire in them a patient submis- 
‘lon to his sovereign will, and a 
“onstant reliance on his all-power- 
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ful support. The attentive reader 
of the Bible, or hearer of sermons, 
may easily draw similar practical 
lessons from other religious doc- 
trines. And if he is properly ac- 
quainted with the weakness of bis 
bature, and the depravity of bis 
heart, he will find it necessary to 
have a frequent recurrence to the 
same general principles. He will 
seck to be grounded and settled in 
the truth. 

The writer by no means wishes 
to disparage religious knowledge ; 
his ofly aim is to point out the dan- 
rer and disadvantage of resting satis- 
fied with mere knowledge. He 
would have men not only to grow 
wiser, but detter, by every opportu- 
nity which they enjoy of attending 
on divine things. Now all the 
means of grace, though they may 
bot increase our knowledge, have 
certainly a tendency to nourish us 
in all goodness. The regular per- 
formance of the duties of prayer and 
praise, whether public or private, 
has a tendency to increase in us true 
religion, to strengthen our piety, and 
to eniarge our desires after divine 
things. If we conscienuously and 
diligently improve the means of 
grace, we shall find that religious 
impressions will grow stronger, and 
that we shall be enabled to run in 
the way of God’s commandments 
with increasing delight; worldly 
vanities and pleasures will lose their 
attractions, and we shall * follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart.” 

Since the acquiring of religious 
principles and virtuous habits, is, 
as regards ourselves, the principal 
end of divine ordinances (the obli- 
gation we are under to attend on 
them as duties towards God, is not 
the object of this discussion), we 
should carefully look on them in 
that point of view, and prepare our- 
selves accordingly. We shall then 
see, that spiritual improvement In 
the divine life, is much more to be 
regarded, than the gratifving of an 
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idle curiosity, or the indulgence of 
empty speculations. Where this 
disposition prevails, those ministers 
will be cstecmed whose discourses 
are solid and pious, rather than such 
as are flashy or flowery. In the esti- 
mation of these,a sermon will not be 
Jess valued because it has been pre- 
viously composed, if it be delivered 
by one who is deeply interested tn 
his work : nor will their prayers 
erow languid and faint, because they 
are presented in words which have 
becn in use for so many generations. 
They will not expect to find accep- 
tance before the Divine Majesty on 
account of any external form. And 
a little experience will convince 
them, that those who use no regular 
forms of prayer, do sometimes grow 
formal. They will find that these 
xternal shadows do not constitute 
the essence of devotion, and that 
they are only means for the attain- 
ment of something vastly more im- 
portant ; that Is, tO grow up Unto 
the image of Christ, and a fitness 
for eternal elory. Now, inorder to 
attain this important end, to grow 
up untothe 
the fulness of Christ, to increase in 
all the virtues and graces of the 
Gospel, we may well repeat the 
same services, we may frequently 
use the same means of grace, we 
may daily breathe the same ejacu- 
lations. Does a person in a healthy 
state of body refuse to take the same 
wholesome food! Does he ever 
loathe his daily bread ? And how 
does a child grow up to a perfect 
man ? By an excessive use of hich- 
seasoned viands, or by the satisfying 
nourishment of a simple diet ? 

Let it, then, be our anxious care 
so tohunger and thirst after righte- 
Ousness, that we may be filled with 
grace and heavenly benedictions ; 
and Jet us never grow weary of the 
swect manna and the waters of life 
which are communicated to usin the 
erdinances of God. May we daily 
erow in grace, while we increase in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 


viour Jesus Christ May we give 
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measure of the stature of 
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all diligence to add to our faith, vir. 
tuc ; and to virtue, knowledge ; ang 
to knowledge, temperance ; and to 
temperance, patience; and to pa. 
tience, godiiness ; and to godliness, 


brotherly kindness ; and to brother- 


ly kindness, charity. Tor if these 
things be in us and abound, they wil] 
make us such that we shall neither 
be barren nor unfruittul inthe know. 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
O.C 


"Po the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tne form of the Consecration Ser. 
vice of the Church of England being 
in very few hands, and therefore 
little known, I am induced to send 
you the whole of it, and JT am per- 
suaded that the insertion of it wil! 
be generally acceptable to your 
readers. 
Tam, &c. 
CLERICUS, 


FORM OF CONSECRATION, &c. 


The bishop, attended, by the chan- 
cellor, goes to the church or cha- 
pel, and is received at the door by 
the minister, churchwardens, and 
parishioners, or some of them ; then 
they proceed to the vestry-room, 
where the churchwardens present to 
the bishop a petition in writing, sign- 
cd by them and some other of the 
parishioners. The bishop receives 
the petition, and orders the registe! 
to read it. When he has read it, his 
lordship declares that he is ready 
to consecrate the chapel according 
to the prayer of the petition. Ile 
then puts on his episcopal robes; 
and, with the clergy and others at 
tending, walks in procession from 
the western to the eastern part ol 
the chapel, alternately repeating the 
twenty-iourth pepot the bishop be- 
cining thus :—“ The earth is the 
gang > &c. 3 and soon to the end 
Hiis lordship having reached the 
communion table, and being seated 
in a chatr provided for that purposes 
and the chancellor being seated in é 
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chair without the rails, the church- 
wardens present to the bishop the 
act Of parliament, or other deed, in 
consequence of which the house has 
been erected or rebuilt ; and his 
lordship placing the same on the 
table, and standing on the norta side 
of it turns himself to the congrega- 
tion, and says : 

“ Dearly beloved in the Lord, 
forasmuch as devout and holy men, 
as well under the Law as under the 
Gospel, moved by the secret inspi- 
raion of the blessed Spirit, or by 
express command of God, by their 
own reason and sense of the natural 
decensy of things, have crected 
houses for the public worship of 
God, aud separated them from ail 
profane and common uses, In order 
tu fill men’s minds with greater re- 
verence for his glorious 
and affect their hearts with more 
devotion and humility for his ser- 
vice 3 Which pious works have been 
approved and graciously accepted 
by our heavenly lather: let us not 
doubt but he will also graciously 
approve this our godly purpose of 
etung apart this pl ice In a solema 
manner, to the performance of the 
everal offices of religious worship ; 
aud Jet us faithfully and devoutly 
’¢ his blessing on this our under- 


Matesty 
aupesly, 


taking, and say’ ——Then the bishop, 
Kneeling down, uses the following 
prayer, 

“QO eternal God, mighty in pow- 
‘ty and of majesty Incomprehenst- 
i€éy whom the heaven of heavens 
Huot contains much Jess the walls 
vt temples made with hands; and 
Who yet has been graciously pleased 
9 promise ty especial presence, In 
Whatever place even two or three of 
‘hy faithful servants shall assemble 
‘Nthy name to offer their supplica- 
tons and their praises to thee: 
youchsafe, O Lord, to be now pres- 
cnt with us, who are gathered here 
‘opether to consecrate this place, 
With all humility and readiness of 
leart, to the honour of thy great 
lame ; separating it from henceforth 
from all un! hallowed, ordinary, and 
“ommon uses. dedicating it entirelv 
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to thy service, for reading therein 
thy most holy word ; fer celebrating 
thy holy sacraments ; for offering 
to thy glorious Majesty the sacrifice 
of map and thanksgiving ; ; for 
blessing thy people in thy name, and 
sacliahia tens all other holy ordinan- 
ces. Accept, O Lord, this service, 
anc | bless it with such success as may 
tend most to thy glory, and the fur- 
therance of our happiness, both tem- 
poral and spiritual, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and = Saviour. 
Amen.” 

Then the bishop, standing up, 
turns towards the people, and prays 
Linus. 

“ Regard, O Lord, the supplica- 
trons of eo ana~e end grant that 
whosoever shall be dedicated unto 
thee In this house by baptism, muy 
be sanctified by thy Holy Spirit, de- 
livered from thy wrath, received in- 
to the ark of Christ’s church, and 
ever remain among the number of 
thy faithful and elect children. 
Grant, O Lord, that they who, at 
this place, shall In their persons un- 
dertake to renew their br mises and 
vows, made by their sureules for 
them at their ba age may be en- 
abled faithfully to fulfil the same, 
and grow in aoe lo them lives 
end. Amen. 

* Grant, O Lord, 
shall receive in this place the biess- 
ed sacrament of the body and blood 


that whosoever 


‘ 


of Christ, thy Son, may come to 
that holy ordinance with faith, chari- 
ty, and true repentance ; and, being 
filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, may, to their pleat and 
" 0% ss contort, obtain remiss! on of 
ir sins, and all other benefits of 
nano pinot 

* Grant, O Lord, that by thy holy 
word, watch shall be read and preach- 
ed within this place, the bearers 
thereof may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, and 
may have grace and power to fulfil 
the same. Amen. 

‘Grant, O Lord, that whosoever 
shall be joined together in this place, 
in the holy estate of matrimony, 
mav faithfully perform and keep 


and 


ee lee 
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the vow and covenant betwixt them 
made, and may remain in periect 
love together unto their lives’ end. 
Amen. 

“ Grant, we beseech thee, blessed 
Lord, that whosoever shail draw 
near unto thee in this plaice, to give 
thee thanks for the yreat benelits 
they have received at tiy hands, to 
set lorth thy most worthy praise, to 
eoniess their sins unto thee, to bey 
thy pardon for wiiat ihev have done 
wmiiss, or to ask such other things 
ws are requisite and necessary, as 
well lor the body as the soul, may 
do it with that stedfustiess of laith, 
that seriousness of actention and de- 
yout affection of min!, that thou 
mayst accept their bounden duty and 
service, and vouchsafe to them 
whatsoever else in thy infinite wis- 
dom thou shalt sce to be most expe- 
dient for them: and this we bey tor 
Jesus Christ bis suke, our biessed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen.” 

Then the chancellor, by the di- 
recuion of the bishep, pubiiciy reads 
the SCHtEnCe ad consecration, drawn 
up la writing 3 which being so read, 
the bishop signs and promutls es the 
SUIDES und commands it to be re. 
corded and registered in the regis- 
ivy, umony other records. 

Tien the minister begins Morn- 
ing Pravers ; ond Psalms and Les- 
sons suitable to the occusion are 
read, viz. Psalm Ixxxiv., exxii. and 
eXXxHL. First Lesson; 1 Kinws vill. 
22—61. Second Lesson ; Heb. x. 
19——26, Alter the Collect for the 
day, the minisier who reads the ser- 
vice stops tilt the bishop hath prayed 
as follows. 

* QO most blessed Saviour, who by 
thy gracious presence, at the feast 
of dedication, didst approve and ho- 
nour such religious services as this 
Which we are now performing unto 
thee, be present at this time with 
us by thy Holy Spirit ; and because 
holiness becometh thine house, for 
ever sanctiiy us, we pray thee, that 
we ay be living temples, holy and 
acceptable unto thee ; and so- well 
in our hearts by faith, and possess 





[ March, 


our souls by thy grace, that Nothing 
which defiieth m: ay enter Into us ; 
butthat, being cicansed tromall car 
nal and corrupt affections, WE May 
ever be devoutly given to serve thee 
in all good works, who art our Sa. 
viour, Lord, and God, blessed ig 
evermore. Amen.” 

The minister who offictates they 
alec to the end of the moriing 
service, aller which is sung Pale 
XxVl. 6—8. 

Tie Communion service is then 
read by the bisnop. After the Col- 
lect tor the Kine, the folic wing 
prayer is Introduced. 

*Q most glorious Lord Ged, we 
acknowledve that we are hot worthy 
to «iter unto thee any thing belony- 
ing unto us. Yet we beseech thee, 
in thy great goodness, graciously to 
uccept the cedication of this piace to 
thy service, and to prosper thts our 
nndertaking. Receive the prayers 
and intercessions of us and al! others 
thy servants, who, either now or 
hereafter entering into this house, 
shall call upon thee ; and give both 
thea and us grace to prepare our 
hearts to serve thee with reverence 
and wodly fear. Affect us with an 
awful apprehension of thy Divine 
Nlajesty,and a deep sense of our own 
unworthiness ; that so approaching 
thy sanctuary with lowliness and de- 
votion, and coming before thee with 
clean thoughts and pure hearts, with 
bodies undefiled and minds sanctli- 
ed, we may always perform a se!- 
vice acceptable to thee, throug 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Tie two chaplains then read ; on 
the Epistie, and the other the Gos 
pel ; the Epistle being, 2 Cor. v1 
14.17 ; the Gospel, John u. ls- 
18. 

Then the bishop reads the Nicene 
Creed, after which the hundredt! 
Psalm is sune. 

The sermon being ended, th? 
bishop proceeds to administer the 
sacrament in the usual manner ; ar 
immediately before the final bene 
diction, he introduces the following 


prayer. 


mm |. 








“« Blessed be thy name, O Lord 
God, for that it pleaseth thee to have 


thy habhation among the sons of 


7 


men upon earth, and to dweil in the 
miisi of the assembiy of the saints 


UDol earun. Bicss, we beseech 


thee, the religious pertorinance ot 
this Guy 3; and grant that in this 


place, now set apart to thy Service, 
! H y > yy , . raaay Sy ari 
thy holy name may be worshipped 


«| — j 4 . 
in truth and purity, to all gencra- 
(ons, thPouch sesus &brist our 


iY” 9) A tse 
Lo: dd. ZACH. 
reo 
Yo the Elitor ofthe Chiristiin Observe: 


PERMIT me, under the Impression 
of the importance of the inquiry, to 
request av answer to the foriowing 
lever, through the means of your 


excellent publication. 


About two years from the date af 
this, [ became the curate of a large 


and populous villege. You will ac- 
knowledge that It requires some 
time to become acquahited with the 
spiritual state of a large pavtsh. — It 
isdifientt, at first, to discern who 
are, and who are not, attendants at 
church ; and of those who absent 
themselves, tt is desirable to know 
from what cause they do it; whe- 
ther itis from a total disregard of re- 
ligion, or from a conscientious dis- 
sent asitrespects eitherthe Articles 
of Religion, or the form of church 
eovernment. 

The point, however, on which I 
wish more immediately to solicit 
your opinion, respects the sacrament 
ofthe Lord’s Supper. In endeavour- 
ing to discover the spiritual state of 
my parishioners, I meet with num- 
bers of an advanced age, who have 
hever been partakers of this holy 
communion; and among these are 
Persous, who, as far as I am able to 
judve (God alone knows the heart), 
are fit to appear at the table of their 
Savivur. In a congregation consist- 


Christ. Obsery. No, 125. 
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ing entirely of unletteredand unedu- 
cated persons, you cannot perhaps 
expect to meet with very enlarged 
notions of Cartst’s holy sacraments. 
ludced, the frequent excuse made to 
me ms, that tlie y arc 10 SCiIGlaLlSy, and 
therefore are airaid to concein 
themselves in suc! matters. I en- 
ceavaour, as well us i atm abte, to do 
uWay such notions ; lo convince 
thera, thatil they have Pood PoasSOns 
to suppose ihat the grace oi Gow has 
any tuiluence on their hearts, aid 
that they ave Christians in deed and 
in sincerity ; they need not tear ta ap- 
proach the table of thei Redeemer. 
This, I hope, you wiil approve of. 
But when this reasoning has not the 
desired eliect, what is to be done ? 
Is it to be urged and pressed upon 
them, that they must commun:cate ? 
Is it to be heid turta to them ihat 
their chance olf obtalbing on heaven- 
ly inheritance may 6 much hazard- 
ed by their not complying with 
Cirist’s positive command, to eat his 
lesh. and drink his biood ¢ 
Permit-me ulso to Inquire, whe- 
ther there Is much efficacy to be ate 
tributed toa man’s receiving the sa- 
crament for the first time. when he 
is at an advanced age. Onueli it to 
be urged upon him, wien he has 
perhaps only a few days to live, and 
has never communicated before ? 
And in such cases, if a clergyman 
be in some doubt, as to the fitness of 
aman to receive the sacra ent, 1S 
he, nevertheless, to administer it ; 
on the principle thatit is better that 
an unworthy person should receive 
it. than that a worthy person should 
be denied it ? 

Will you, or some one of your 
correspondents, have the kindness to 
afford me your opinion on these 
points, whenever a convenient op- 
portunity occurs? In doing so, you 
will erreatly oi. lige your sincere well- 
Wisher and admirer. 

PHILALETHES. 
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SOME ACCOUNSF OF THE LIFE OF 
THE LATE REV. DR. KERR, SENIOR 
CHAPLAIN OF THE PRESIDENCY 
OF MADRAS. 


(Ce h ud: d ji O}} p- 86.) 


{nN noticing the progress and final 
success ot the press established by 
Mr. Kerr, a period has been antici- 
paied which it becomes proper to 
reirace, in order to view him as en- 
eared in objects more inimediately 
appertaining to his clerical charac- 
ter. A variety of unexpected oc- 
currences having intervened to cb- 
struct the buliding of a church, first 
at Ellore, and afterwards at Masu- 
lipatam, the whole of the private 
contributions raised for the purpose 
had been returned to the subseri- 
bers.—-But soon after his removai to 
Madras in 1796, Mr. Kerr sue gest- 
ed thatachapel should be erected it 
the Black ‘own, forthe convenience 


Pi es Se Pe A, a nd oe i ee : 
of the Protestant Inhabitants ei that 


rat 


extensive setticment. The proposal 
being scconded by the wishes of 
many respectable persons, he uncder- 
took to address the Covernment on 
the subject ; and solicited that the 
donation of one thousand pagodas, 
formerly granted on the part of the 
fast-India Compa ny towards bniid- 
ing a church at ilore, might be al- 
lowed to form the basis of a fund tor 
carrying into execu 
similar design 3 an 
objection that na anes be made to the 
proposal, as invo 
adaitional chai 
ment, he pledged himseifto perform 
eratuitously the duties of the chanc}, 
in addition to bis ministerial fune- 
tions | in the chi urch of Madras. 

liis belteitendl exertions to obtain 
contributions for the chapel, were 
as ardent and unremitted as tho: 
he had formerly evinced at Ejlore ; 
and the building was undertaken as 
soon as a sufficient sum was pro- 
sured, The worthy biographer of 
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Mr. George Herbert tells us, that 
when that eminently pious divine 
was engaged in buiiding the church 
of Leighton Bromeswold, in Hunt. 
inedonshire, he became Impatient 
and restless until the work was 
finished : so also was Mr. Kerr un. 
ceasingly anxious tor the comple. 
tion of his chapel. At length, to- 
wards the cnd of the year 1799, the 
building was finished 3 divine ser. 
vice being periormed in it on the 
first Sunday in the year 1800 ; and 
Mr. Kerr,except when prevented by 
sickness or absence, continued regu- 
lariy to officiate at the chapel every 
Sunday evening until his death. 

It is impossible to centemplate 
Mr. Kerr, while discharging with 
punctuality the duties of his minis- 
try as a chaplain at Madras, and 
superint ending the various details 
ofan extensive charity, at the same 
time undertaking, without any view 
to private advantage, the establish- 
ment of a printing-ollice, and, after 
surmountiuge numerous difficulties, 
at lengt h rendering it eminently 
conducive to the benefit of the 
Asylum and of the East-India Com- 
pany 3 suggesting at the same time 
other extensive plans for the public 
cood 3; collecting contributions for 
chapel, and, fini ally, performing the 
supererogatory ¢ luty ofits minister; 
the vigour of his 
wind which conceived, —the disi- 
(crestecness, benevolence,and piety, 
which prompted him to undertake, 
——and the perseverance and juag- 
ment which sustained, and ultimaic- 
lv enabled him to accomplish these 
various and important objects. 

In September 1801, on the de- 
arture for Lngland of the senioi 
ha wey the Rev. Archdeacon 
Richard Leslic, Mr. Kerr succeed led 
to his situation during his absence. 

It has been alre ady mentioned; 
that in the year 1792, Mr. Kerr bad 
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t in contemplation to proceed t? 
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England to receive the order of 
priesthood, but that, in consequence 
of his detention and subsequent avo- 
cations at Madras, he had been in- 
duced to abandon that intention. 
The distance of the scene, and the 
difficulty of obtaining priestly ordi- 
nation by the imposition of hands in 
conformity to the rites of the Esta- 
blished Church, had induced some 
of his predecessors to perform the 
duties of the priesthood under an au- 
thority which could not perhaps be 
sustained as strictly regular: and 
Mr. Kerr, influenced by similar mo- 
tives, and by a conscicnuous desire 
to fulfil the purposes of his minisiry, 
had followed an example which ap- 
peared to be of sufficient authority, 
as being recorded on the archives of 
the church in which he offictated. 
Tle consequence of this measure, 
however, produced, in the year 1802, 
a severe persecution, over the parti- 
culars of which I am desirous of 
drawing a veil; and the circum- 
stance is only noticed here for the 
purpose of mentioning, that, in order 
to counteract the designs formed 
against him, he determined to pro- 
ceed to England, to receive priest’s 
rders by the imposition of hands ; 
and in this manner to obviate ¢t 
objections which, under the powers 
he then possessed, were alleged to 
attach to his performance of certain 
offices of the church. 

He accordingly embarked for 
hogland on the 8th September, 
1802. ‘The low state of lis finances 
permitted not his farily to accome 
pany him. Antecedently to his de- 
parture, he received from the Go- 
vernment, trom the Directors of the 
Asylum, and from some of the most 
respectable inhabitants of Madras, 
testimonials expressive of the high 
scnse entertained of his public ser- 
vices, and of his exemplary private 
demeanour. Nor were these attes- 
tations unnecessary. On his arrival 
i England, he found that his charac- 
‘er had been represented in a man- 
ner as remote from the truth as it 
Was Inyurious to his reputation. For- 
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tunately, he was not destitute of the 
means of enurely effacing these un- 
favourable impressions, atid of con- 
ciliating the good opinion of the 
Cou:t of Directors, and ot his eccle- 
Siastical superiors. By letters Gemis- 
sary from the Bishop of London, he 
was ordained priest by isis friend and 
patron the Bishop olf Sodor aud Man, 
on the 27in February, 1803; and 
being entitled, from his standing in 
his college, to the degree of D D., 
that honour was conterred upon him, 
about the same time, by the Univer- 
sity of Dublin. 

On the Ist December, 1803, Dr. 
Kerr arrived at Madras, where he 
was cordially welcomed by his 
friends ; who, in his amended ap- 
pearance, saw with satisfuction the 
beneficial influence which this visit 
to his native country had produced 
on his health. 

Previously to his embarkation to 
return to India he was specially com- 
missioned, by his Grace the Archbi- 
shop of Canterbury, to celebrate the 
solemn service tor the consecration 
of the Chapel in the Black Town. 
This ceremony was performed, 
arreeabiy to the Instructions he had 
received, on the 5th February, 1804, 
in the presence of a numerous and 
respectable congregation, 

Vie Rev. Mr. Leslie, who had 
returned to India and resumed his 
situation of senior chaplain, died on 
the 28th June, 1804, to the great 
regret of all to whom he was known. 
Dr. Kerr did justice to the memory 
of thisamiable, meek, and exemplary 
divine, in an impressive discourse 
which he delivered on the occasion * 

On the death of Mr. Leslie, Dr. 
Kerr again became the senior chap- 
lain of Madras. His active mind, 
constantly directed to objects of 
public benefit, suggested about this 
period, as a modification of a plan 
for the relief of widows and children 


* At the suecestion of Dr. Kerr, a small 
but beautiful marble monument has been 
erected in the church of Madras, at the 
expense of the vestry, to the memory of his 
departed colleague. 
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in distress, formerly adopted at his 
recommendation, that a poor and 
work-house should be established ; 
With a view us well to tree Madras 
from vagrants, with whom itabound- 
ed, as to afford more effectual help 
to such as really needed and mei ited 
assistalice, without holding forth to 
those of an opposite descripuion any 
Incentives to idieness, proflizacy, or 
crime. The plan met with general 
approbation ; but the attention of the 
seitlemeni, soon alier the time it 
was proposed, being occupied inihe 
consideration of other subjects, it 
Was not then carried into execution. 
Ata subsequent peried, be had the 
eratihcation to sce the plan revived; 
and the setuement how experiences 
the benelit of an establishment, the 
leading principles of which are analo- 
eous to those proposed by Dr. Kerr. 

Oi the 
the Marquis Cornwallis, 
Bengal, an event not less 


rovernor- 
reneral of 
deeply 
tndia then by the Uritish nation, 
De Kerr Siac adele ) 

Jr. Kerr was requested to preach 
a funeral sermon. This discourse, 
in which the willie sip: aan charac- 
ter of that illustrious noblenian in 
pubiic and in seibcaiee life, as a states- 
man and as a general, is faithlully 
} } ' 

i 
the Government. 

In Mav, 1805. Dr. Kerr begen to 
publish, in weckly numbers, a col- 
lection of Religlons Tracts and Sere 
mons. Jn undertaking this publica- 


' hous 


tion, the prince Ipal objects he had in 
view were, to didiuse religious 
struction among uiopcans re sident 
wn India, and ot! hers professing 
Christianity; to dispel erroneous 
opinions respecting the Cihristtun 
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to incuicate a1 


Gospel; and 
ies principles on which alone the 
virtue and heppine $ of mabkind can 
be uniformly and steadily rnaintal 
ed. In this manner too, he bheped 
more perfectivy to accomplish 
ject, the anticipation of which had 
sustained and animated him in iis 
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rccusion ef the death of 


deplored by the natives of 


ortrayed, was printed by order of 


of printing at the Asylum, which 
was that of rendering the press in- 
strumental in the diffusion of moral 
and religious truth. ‘The profits a- 
rising from the publication were ap- 
propriable to charitable purposes : 
and the Government encouraged the 
undertaking by permitting the week- 
ly pumbers to be transeitted to the 
subordinate stallons exempt trom 
posture, 

Sciccted with judgement, the reti- 
eious tracts and sermons were well 
calculated te promote the benevo- 
Jent purposes of Dr. Kerr. The 
coliection Contains some ot the best 
treatises in the English language, 
on the evidences, doctrines, and du- 
ties of Cairistianity ; and conipre- 
hends extracts from the writings of 
our ablest and most admired di- 


e? 


vines, together with sermons, many 
of which are selected irom those of 
Bishop Portcus. Severai ot the ser- 
mons, also, are original composi- 
tions. It is true, some excellent 
popular tracts will not be found in 
this collection ; but as most ol them 
were already either well known 
through the excrvions of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, 
or every whore procurable.they were 
designedly omitted by Dr. Kerr. 
Undoubte iv, bad bis lie been pro. 
longed, he would have renceres the 
collection much more ceniplete ; but 
the hand of death was alte aay upon 
him, when the iast number oi: the 
filth volume issued from the p: 
Possessing the esteem and cand 
dence of successive governors of 
Madras, his sentiments on subsects 
‘onnected with the cievical profcs- 
sion were slways received with at- 
tention, About this time (1805); 
his zeal in the cause of religioi 
was pudiciously exerted, in suggest 
ing, for the consideration of Govern 
mentand ‘he Court of Directors, the 
necestity of avementing the num 
ber of chaplains on the establish- 
ment. and of strict regard to pur 
rity of mind and conduet in those 
who might be sent to India, in ordet 
to secure those beneficial conse- 
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quences to the community, which 
must ever result trom the exeruons 
gud exampie of a discreet, conscl- 
pastor. He re- 
commended that churches should be 
erectéd, at the expense of the Go- 
yernment, at the principal military 
sauions; he proposed regulauons 
for the guidance and conduct of the 
Cuepiains 5 and suggested several 


entivuus, and plow 


oucr Changes, all tending to up- 
}. the respectabulity of the pro- 
fession, and sccure the regular and 


correct discharge of religious ordi- 
nuances. These various suggestions 
have since generally been approved 
aid adopted, under the orders of the 
Courtot Directors. 

His health had been so much 
benctiied by the congenital climate 
of Lurope in 1802, as to afford a 
eround of hope that his constitution 
sustain the influ. 
nce of a tropical until the 
compietion of the pericd of service 


would be abie to 


SUN, 


requisite toentitic him to retire with 
a compcteit pension to his native 
country. But on his return to In- 
dia, It was not lon ere the unfa- 
vourable effects of the climate on his 


! 


health were again apparent. Hav. 
Ine repeatediy experienced the ut- 
most benefit frow change of air and 
wstracdon from public bustness, he 
sled, soon after nis return irom 
Wivlapd, to build a neat and con- 
nt cottage, In au open situa. 
distunt about s mies trom 
acras To this deite httul reure- 
i) was wont to repalr, when 

» AdAVOCc% ions WV ! int OL SUCH a 
INre as to regui his presence at 

‘ re 3 ai } , FeEMovV dl it 1h 

ga€ notse and bu Git world, 
i Dassed mn the bosom of his ta- 
mly, and ¢ sionally with a few 
chosen friends, some of the plea- 


c ma faye ‘ } 1 a : ' Ye? va 4 cc 
“Anlest and haporcst hours of his 
7 , BP ices een . ie | . : - ‘ . ? ‘ , a ° 
beill, Mninentis fitte (las NC Was by 
LUTE froy ACTIVE and Puoac Ciii- 


Nar can on ond ae i arte a 
PY TRV he was even vette Gua 
dq to adorn a private station ; and 


"Neu we view him “1a the domes- 


i Rie be a alt by ° , ’ t 
aC Slynar f | ; Byes ‘ lve? 
sPHere Of file—ino that bitte out 
PP ertay —_ } 7 ' 1? 
7 \ : » hs ; ‘> una . 
j teas Opacres Vy nere we a: ‘ ef 130 iV 


from ourselves, and assume no cha- 
racter but that which Is our own,’’ 
hever did any one appear more ex- 
empt from the influence of those 
turbulent passions which agitate the 
minds of men; never any one more 
liberal and beneficent, more truly 
amiable and happy, than Dr. Kerr. 
lor some time, his favourite retreat 
yielded him all the benefit he had 
expected. But during the hot 
months in the year 1805, his indis- 
position became serious ; and it was 
judged proper that he should try the 
cflect of the cool climate of Mysore. 
Scarcely had he ascended the hills 
which divide this country from the 
Carnatic beforea perceptible amend. 
ment took place; and so rapid was 
his recovery, that in the course of 
afew days he was restored to per- 
lect health. During the hot season 
oi the following year, his health 
suffered in alike manner as in the 
year preceding, which led him to 
resort to the same means ot relief; 
and though not so immediately as 
on the former eccusion, yet ulti- 
mately with the same happy result. 
While in Mysore, he was the guest 
of his friend Major, now Colonel, 
Wilks, who then filled the situation 
ot political Resident at the Court of 
Mysore—whose elegant and inte- 
resting work* will secure to htm In 
this country the same consideration 
aad respect which his talents and 
characicr have long since deserved- 
ly obtained for bim among his coun- 
trymen in India. 

‘During his second excursion to 
Mysore, he received instructions 
from the Government oi Madras to 
preeeed to the coastof Malabar, and 


collect information relative to the 


eerly establishment of Christianity, 
the present state of the na- 
in the provinces in 


While 


~ 


and to 
tive Christians, 
that part of the peninsula. 
in Travancore, he was the guc.t ot 
his friend Colonel Macaulay, the Re- 
sident, with whom he had always 
The 
Historical Sketches of the South of 
India, by Lieut. Colonel Mark Wilks. 


lived in habits of Intimacy. 
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on these in- 
ntuined ina 
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result of his inquiries 
teresiing subjects, ts 

letter to the 2 tehe Hon, Lord Wiil- 
me Benunck, governor ol 
write: alier Dr. Kerr’s return to 


Wiad, 


~. ake a : ater 
prints Ci Pr privarc 
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On tne Same SUDIECE, DV Lr Ich) 


Nati, wii Was Girectle JY Lddv A Ve 
1) »f ron! ¢ #5 ‘ 3°: 
eriinent of wengal tO Muce an me 


astiecnion stmitar to that on whicli 
D>. Kerr was empicved. Both these 
papers have since become known 
to the eer taroucan the medium 
of the Ciristian Observer (Vol. for 
Philosophical 
Magazine. and olier periodical pub- 


licationis. 
rat > yr aetotrn . a de mea 
The precarious state of his health, 
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obviously to be ascribed to climate, 
*In the general observations of 
Dr. Kerr, at the conclusion of Ins Report, 
he adverts to the means in his opinion best 
adapted to lead improvement of t 
moral character of the Hindsos, to aug- 
meit thei attachment to their British rul- 
ers, and to desiroy the effect of any infli- 
ence witch may be cxerted by those 
are disnitected to the British nation to 
alienate the Hindoos from theirallegiaa 
yta the means by which the bl 
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the expense of living in [:ngland. 
But, always Jiberal and hospitable, 
his disposition and his habits had 
not been ~ urable to the accumu- 
independency. His voy- 
ave to Enwlend was attended with 
very serious expense ; and he had 
hnboured under some peculiar dis- 
vantages with respect to 
ments, irom which his predecessors 
and those chaplains who had enter- 
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were circumstances which might 
reasonably be expected to concur in 
inducing the ome of reine to 
come to a dex : favourable to Dr. 
Kerr’s wishes. “H > awaited with 
considerable soliciiude the result of 
his application, under free ap- 
prehensions that it would not urrive 

until he shouid be tar removedtrom 
this sublunary scene of anxiety and 
trouble. ‘This melancholy tovebod- 
ing was unfortunately verified ; tor 
thoug Be the —— of Directors at 
lens cK ft avily with the 
sine aie th erani- 
ed hima donation pagodas 5009 
(2000/.)}, the decision was not known 
tn India until j 
the Ist April, 1 
attacked by a fever, 
l5thof the same month, being Gcod 
Friday, terminated his valuatle and 
aseful life, at the early age of thirty. 
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and by all to whom his various vir- 

tues and excellent endowments were 

familiar. But 

‘© The deep distress 

Of her, who best his inmost bosom knew, 

To whom his faith was vow’d, lis soul was 
true, 

What pow’rs of falt’ring language shall ex- 
press ? 

As friendship bids, I feebly breathe my 
own, 

And sorrowing sav, ‘Pure 


, > ” 
a mic : 





spirit, thou art 


It has been rem vked by Dre. 
Johnson,* that “he that writes the 
life of anotheris cither his iriend or 
his enemy, and wisies either to 
exalt his praise or ageravate lis In- 
famy. 

Sketch, while be hesitates not to ex- 


” Vhewriter of the foreyomeg 
press the feelings of entire ves! 
and attachinent with which he can 
never cease locontemplate and che- 
rish the memory of this excellent 
divine, trusts that he will escape the 
imputation, as he has endeavoured 
to avoid rencering himself justly 
obnoxious to it, of having regarded 
with undue partiality the character 
of his departed friend. Satisfied 
that the surest test of the princip! 
and dispositions of men Is to be 
found in their actions, he has rarely 
interrupted the course of this narra- 
tive by obtruding his own observa- 
tions and opinions. Trem the facts 
which have been recorded, he be- 
Jieves his readers will be enabled 
to trace, with considerable accura- 
cy, the more prominent features of 
the character of Dr. Kerr ; and he 
will but just remark, that if a man’s 
merit 1s to be estimated with refe- 
rence to the benefits which lhuve 
flowed from his exertions, it canpot 
be denied that Dr. Kerr possessed 
a solid claim to the esteem, = 
praise, and gratitude of his fello 
creatures. 

To this plain and faithful record 


S 
e’ 


r . a 
of the labours of Dr. Kerry and the 
more important events of his life 


Shall be subroined un extract from 
un account of him, which appeared 
In one of the public prints. ft was 


Tellaw Rn GA 
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written by a gentleman who had 
been long and inumately acquainied 
with Dr. Kerr; and init his charac. 
ter is delineated with equal elegance, 
discrimination, and truth. . 

‘Animated with the spirit of ge- 
nuine picty and expansive beneyo- 
lence, endowed by nature with com- 
prehensive and chergetic powers of 
understanding, and enriched by ed- 
ucation with the embcilishments of 
a highly cultivated mind; he exert- 
ed those laculiies with a fervent zeal, 
and an ardent devolion, for the ser- 
vice of that | God in Whose > sanctuary 
he was a sincere and fal total minis- 
ter, for the tnterests ot Orallty, lor 
the instruction of ints tellow-crea- 
tures,anud Lior the bens iyi ofthat Charl. 
ty of witch he Was tue Im:«sediate 
superintendant, the etuinent bene. 
factor and friend. 

“* Among the more conspicuous 
instances of this good man’s benel- 
cence, we have to notice the chapel 
in the Biaek Fowa. in which his 
reiiques are now enshrined 5 an edi- 
fice proje ‘cted by himself, erected 
by subser ipuons raised through his 
individual solicitations, consecrated 
by him under authority procured 
from: ihe Archbisi: pot Canterbury, 
and in which he gratuitously admi- 
nistered divine service for the in- 
struction of the community In that 
vicinity, so long as his health per- 
nitted, in addition to his functions 
at St. Mary’s church. 

“ We have to notice his zeal fo: 
the due and regular discharge 0 
divine worship at the several subot 
dinacies, evinced by the regulations 
which, under the sanction of Go 
vernment,he framed for that purposes 
as well as the other measures which 


ne 
(Ae 


he recommended for improving 
condition of the clerical estalslish 


ment. 

“We have to notice the sign! 
services rendered by him to the 
Male Orphan Asylum, wh ich had 
been of fate years principally sup 
ported by funds, provides witha 
the seminary. by means of the pres* 
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establishments instituted by L 


ea 


en eo 


ro 








TB eed 


~_— 





3812.] 


Kerr ; aS well as the important ad- 
yantages which have accrued to the 
Company trom the same source ; 
and we have to notice the Christian 
charity manifested by. the publica- 
tion of his religious tracts, which 
combined the advantages of disse- 
minating the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity and conducing to the utility 
of the Orphan Asylum. 

“In promcung the cause of the 
seligion which he professed, and the 
benefit of the ‘nstitution which he 
superintended, he was animated 
with an ardour, activity, and per- 
severence, which nothing could 
abate but the attainment of the ob- 
ject. 

“Hence, by some, with whose 
private interests, prejudices, or pas- 
sions his ‘public duties and sacred 
functions had to contend, he has 
been considered sometimes to have 
exceeded the serene and sober spirit 
of the evangelical character. An 
intimate knowledge of our departe 
friend enabled us more correctly to 
discern his motives and to appre- 
clate his merits :—in truth, no trait 
of his conduct reflects on his cha- 
racter more lustre and honour, than 
this which some have ventured to 
arralgn. 

“His ardour was the flame of 
practical piety, his zeal was the 
emanation of active benevolence. 
“He was a plain, but an impres- 
sive and edifying preacher. 

“ With the accomplishments of 
the scholar, he combined the man- 
ners of the gentleman, and great 
knowledge of the world. 

“ He possessed a generous, a dis- 
interested, and delicate turn of mind, 
rendering him a_ respectable and 
Valuable member. of society, an 
agreeable companion, and an affec- 
tionate friend. 

: “ His soul was susceptible of all 
‘ie Charities 5 and he might be tru- 
ly held out as an exemplary pattern 


of the filial, conjugal, paternal, and 
s0cial virtues.” 


Christ. Obsery. No. 123. 
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Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


MR. OBSERVER, 


My natural serenity of temper must 
prevent my addressing you with any 
keenness of raillery, or acrimony of 
censure, however I may feel the in- 
jury which I have long sustained, 
and which I now publicly lament. 
My origin is not vulgar ; nor is my 
residence mean: | associate with 
the happy spirits above, who treat 
me with reverence, and who never 
feel more exquisite delight than 
when I am present. 

At the same ume I reside amongst 
men ; end, considering the obliga- 
tions they are under te regard me, 
as also the happiness which I im- 
part when I am properly regarded, 
I coniess I am hurt to be treated, as 
I venerally am, with utter neglect, 
or with that trivial notutce which 
makes much nearer approaches to 
the mockery of insult than the hom- 
age of respect. 

My empire is small, and my faith- 
ful servants are few. <A rival,” 
whose appearance is frightful, whose 
sentiments are impious, and whose 
voice is disagreeable, lives in these 
lower regions, and has becn too suc- 
cessful in expelling me from many 
of the abodes of men. 

3ut the injury, on account of 
which I now apply to you for re- 
dress, springs from a class of people 
whom I respect, and by whom I 
am respected. You know that I 
have a claim, founded in wisdom, 
and established by custom, to appear 
at table for a few moments at the 
time of meals, before the repast Is 
begun, and when it is conciuded. 
Meals, in these indulgent times, are 
of frequent recurrence. On some 
of these occasions 1 am called in ; 

on others Iam forgotten. This pro- 
duces, as nay easily be conjectured, 
much irregularity of conduct, and 
much perplexity of feeling, which 
at present I need not describe at 
Jarge. 
* Discontent. 
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I entreat you to advocate my 


cause. Assemble around you, Mr. 


Observer, your pious and learned 


Examine ancicnt records, 
Trace out 


friends. 
and ancient manners. 


the practice of the wise that has 


been marked with propriety, and 
that of the foolish that has been 
marked with absurdity. You may 
inform your readers how I have 
been abused by detention that was 
unreasonable, and vociferation that 
Was ridiculous ; and how I am now 
equally abused, such is the change 
of manners, by being compelled to 
move with despatch, and to speak in 
a whisper. 

From the inspired oracles, the 
custom of the wise, and the dictates 
of enlightened and solid piety, lay 
down, I entreat you, such rules that 
my appearance on these occasions 
may be regular and proper. Let 
me not be compelled to usurp the 
place of a venerable sister ;* and yct 
do what you can to free me from the 
insults which I experience from 
such enemics as these ; conformity, 
cowardice, formality, forgetfulness, 
and neglect. Lispecially would [I en- 
treat you to decide on the important 
point, whether I ought to be admit. 
ted to the evening tea table, which 
certainly is an honour that I do not 
now enjoy, except in a few exempt 
instances. In short, you will be ex- 
plicit in staing when and how f am 
to appear. 

Such, Mr. Observer, is my re- 
quest ; and I have no doubt but that 
your attention to it will promote the 
interests of 

GRATITUDE. 


ee 


To the Editor of the Christian Obscrver. 
On my way home from my church 
in the evening of fast Past-day, I 
perceived that the ringers oi the 
parish were preparing for a peal. 
Struck with the extreme impropri- 
ety of this, I returned, and cendea- 
voured to convince them how in- 
consistent such an act was with the 


* Devotion. 
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solemnity of the day ; and after 
some little conversation, succeeded 
in persuading them to desist. 

During my remonstrance with 
the ringers, one of them observed, 
that he thought there was no more 
harm in theirringing the bells, than 
in the farmers of the parish employ- 
ing their horses and men, on that 
day, in the usual labours of husban. 
dry. ‘Though there was no great 
difficulty in answering this argu- 
ment, yet I was sorry that he had it 
to produce ; and if such a person 
perceives the conduct of the farmer 
to pass unnoticed, he will be next 
led to question the propriety and 
utility of the fast itself. 

Can, then, nothing be done to in- 
duce the farmers (and indeed trades- 
men In general) to pay a more de- 
cent attention to the duties of a Fast? 
In cities and large towns, the shops 
may be shut, and the streets may 
wear the appearance of a Sabbath- 
cay : but go a few miles into the 
country, and, but for the chiming of 
the church bells, a person would 
hardly see any thing to remind him 
that it was a day set apart for pub- 
lic humiliation before God. Now 
this evil seems to call for some in- 
terposition of authority. The cler- 
eyman of a parish can do little 
with fifteen or twenty farmers, who 
are determined not to lose an hour’s 
work, especially as they have the 
general practice of the country to 
support them. Desirous as Iam, 
in these momentous times, to pro- 
mote as much as possible the reli- 
cious and universal observance of « 
fast, yet what can an individual do to 
remedy an evil of such magnitude as 
this? I dotherefore hope, that some 
persons possessing influence and au- 
thority may be induced to consider 
and suggest the means by which a 
remedy may be applied. 

A COUNTRY RECTOR. 


P.S. Another of the ringers thought 
there was no more harm in ring- 
ing on the evening of a Fast-day; 
than on the evening of a Sunday: 
Vhis istrue. I wish, however; [0 
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ask; whether, as I can in some 


measure regulate the conduct of 


my own parish, though not of a 
whole county, | can puta stop to 
ringing ona Sunday evening! I 
mean, whether! have authority to 
do so’ Itis doubtless an employ- 
ment but iil according with the 
sanctity of the Sabbath. 


Rat “Y 


‘Yo the Mditor of the Christian Observer. 


Rreapine lately the Epistle Dedica- 
cory of the judicious Hooker to his 
Keciesiastical Polity, I could not 
help epplyine the tollowing passage 
to the controversies ot the present 
d thinking the case of those 
forinerly stimimatized (whether just- 
ly or unjustly seldom consider- 
ed), with the name of Priscillianists, 
rery much resembles the treatment 
now experienced by the men so lnju- 

diciously attacked under the nume cf 
Calvinists and Evangen cal Ciergy. 


Gas Ali 


Was 


“T deny not” (says this excellent 
writer) “but that our antagonists in 


Bee 
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controversies 
ive met wiih some not unlike 
to Ithacius, who wre” bending 
means against the 
neresy Of Priscifiian (the hatred of 
vhich one evil was all the virtue he 
had’, became so wise in the end, that 
every inan careful of virtuous con. 
versation, studious of Scripture, and 
viven unto any abstinence in diet, 
was set down in his calendar of sus- 
pected Priscillianists, for whom it 
should be expedient to approve their 
‘oundness of faith by a more licen- 
behaviour. Such 


may peradven- 


ture hic 


himself by all 


tens any ai 
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proctors and patrons the truth might 
spare.’ —Hooker’s Works, Oxf. Ed. 
this. Ded. p. 128. 

Whether Calvin be, like Priscil- 
lian, an heretic, I leave to those who 
are more wise than I am, to deter- 
mine. I confess there is something 
in the Divine decrees, not beyond 
my faith, but beyond my very limit- 
ed faculties to comprehend. ‘The 
evil which I deeply lament is, that 
this hatred of Calvin should be car- 
ried to so unreasonable a length, that 
every man careful of virtuous con- 
versation, studious of Scripture, and 
given to any abstinence from world- 
ly pleasures, should be in danger of 
being set down in the calendar of 
suspected Calvinists ; and that the 
surest expedient to prove his sound- 
ness from the taint of evangelical 
coctrine, is to indulye in a more li. 


centious and loose behaviour. Such 
roctors (Barristers I had almost 


Pp 
Sal¢ 1) and pat 
well spare. 

Sermons, charges, pamphlets, vo- 
umes, are daily issuing from the 
press, against those who are deno- 
minated Evangelical Clergymen, 
and Gospel Preachers. Could the 
venerable Cranmer or Latimer revi- 
sit that church which they planted, 
and watered with their bleod, what 
would they say to find such names 
converted into terms of reproach ; 
and that a zeal for the doctrines they 
taught, and the practice they recom- 
mended, should only serve to bring 
on the imputation of methedistical 
cant and hypocritical puritanism ? 

Tam, &c. 
B.N 


rons the truth might 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Life of Ulrick Zwingle the Swiss 
Reformer. By J. G. Hess. Trans- 
Jated from the French by Lucy 
Aikin. London: Johison & Co. 

1812. 8vo. pp. 325. 


Tue Reformation is an event to 
which the attention of Protestants 
Cannot too often be called. It was, 
like the descent of the ark upon 
Ararat, the moment of deliverance 
to the family of God. It was a pe- 
riod at which the proper standard 
of religion was once more adjusted ; 
and, therefore, to which all subse- 
quent periods in the history of the 
church may properly be referred, 
and by which our progress or decay 
may in some measure be estimated. 

This motive might have been 
enough in itself to have induced us 
to avail ourselves of the opportunity 
afforded us of touching upon this 
great theme, by the publication of 
the volume before us. The Refor- 
mation, indeed, is far tco large a 
topic for a review. The crowd of 
distinguished characters who per- 
formed in its principal scenes; the 
remarkable vicissitudes in its his- 
tory ; the extent of territory through 
which this vast moral movement was 
felt, are all unfriendly to any attempt 
at cursory investigation. But in 
the history of the reformation in 
Swiizerland, we are presented with 
a sort of corner, which is more with- 
in our grasp. Another motive for 
this examination is, that the life of 
Zuinglius is little known; having 
been lost in the biaze of another In- 
minury, which, moving in a more 
conspicuous orbit, and shedding a 
mightier Influence upon surround- 
ing nations, has almost exclusively 
occupied the eye of every examiner. 
Now the present work brings toge- 
ther more particulars in the history 
of the Swiss reformer, than have 
3een before condensed into the same 


number of pages. In addition to ali 
this, the work is well written; and 
though we have not seen the origi- 
nal, we venture to infer, from the 
eood sense and good English of al- 
most every sentence, is well trans- 
lated. Of some defects, indeed, 
both in the author and translator, we 
shall have oceaston to speak hereaf- 
ter. Lor the present we shall de- 
vote ourselves to a far more gratify- 
ing task—that of collecting from this 
work, and placing before our rea- 
ders, some of the most interesting 
yarts of the life of Zuinglius and of 
the history of the Reformation in 
Switzerland. 

Ulric Zuinglius- was born ina vil- 
lage of Switzerland, Jan. 1, 1484. 
Born in the house of a peasant, he 
is one of the many instances that 
real genius is of a nature not to be 
kept down by any weight of super- 
incumbent circumstances. Reared 
amid the awful rocks and chasms of 
of his country, and familiar fora ume 
only with its rustic inhabitants, he 
curried into life something of the 
stern majesty, and of the unambi- 
tious Integrity, which such scenes 
and circles might be thought likely 
to inspire. His father, from the in- 
dications which he gave of extraor- 
dinary talent, having determined to 
dedicate him to the church, be was 
sent to a school, first at Basil, then at 
Bern, and afterwards at Vienna; 
whence he returned to Basil, where, 
at the age of eighteen, he obtained 
the situation of ateacher. We have 
no Ieisure to follow him through the 
steps of his education ; or to notice 
any particulars, except that from the 
first he preferred classical studies to 
the scholastic philosophy ; that. con- 
trary to the spirit of the age, he al- 
ways betrayed a disinclination to 
bow to the authority of any single 
writer; that his change of masters 
was beneficial to him in this respect 
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as he was induced to compare and 
balance their respective theories ; 
that, being consecrated to the altar, 
he, under Divine grace, kept his 
eye fixed upon his high ogee 
and, in his voeletnns with th 

octs and orators of antiquity, ese 
to the Bible, as the great depository 
of what is most sublime inc composi- 
tion and most adimirable In senti- 


ment. Some account of the plan of 


biblical reading pursued by this eml- 
nent man, ca not but be interesting, 


and we shall give it in the words ot 


the author. Let it be remembered, 
that this picture of a student is not 
thatef a man ia the nineteenth cen- 
ht by the example of rile 
Hons tos arch for truth In the chan- 
nels of Scripture, but of one who 
Was, aS It were, scooping out a chan- 
nel for bimself; or rather quitting 
the “cisterns” at which all the werid 
? 


were drawing for knowledge, and 


tury, taug 
ee 
\ 


returming to those * fountains of 
I 


? * > ] © , F ° 
living water’ which all had * for- 


saken.’? 


“Zwingle had residc pe four years at Ba- 
si], when the burghers cf Glan 
town oi the canton te an name, chose him 
for their pastor. He eccepted this situa- 
tion, Which brougit him nearer to his fa- 
mily, and repaired thither after reeciving 
holy orders, which were conferred upon 
him oy the bishop of Constance, in whose 
diocese the canton of Glaris was situated. 
In order worthily to acquit himself of the 
Ministry intrusted to him, Zwingle thought 
that he stood in need of deeper and more 
extensive learning than he already possess- 
ed. He accordingly resolved to recom- 
mence vis theologic al studies after a plan 
that he had himself traced out, and which 
was very an from that followed in 
the universities. 
the New isimaatesl preceded his fresh re- 
Searciies. In order to render himself more 
familiar with St. Pauls epistles, he copied 
the Greek text with his ow n hand, nidiclinn r 
in the margin a multitude of notes extrac t. 
ed frora | the fathers of thechurch, as wellas 
iis own observations, and this interestin: 
Manuscript sull exists in the public nies 
of Zurich. The attention of Zwingle was 
“eripture ched in the canon of the mass 
‘l to those which serve as a basis to the 

sMas and most essential precepts of the 


al 


tek Their Interpretation had long 


, the chief 


An assiduous perusal of 


from this ft th} me directe d to the passages of 
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been fixed, but Zwingle thought it inex- 
cusable in a man appointed to instruct his 
fellow Christians to rest upon the decision 
of others on points that he might him- 
self examine He therefore followed the 
only method to discover the true sense of 
an author, which consists in interpret Ing an 
obscure passage by a similar and cleare 
one ; and ai unusual word | by one more fa. 
miliar ; regard being had to time, place, 
the intention of the writer, and a number 
of other circumstances which modify and 
often change the signification of words. 
After endeavouring to explain the text of 
the Gospel by itself, Zwingle ulso made 
himself acaquimnted wi ith the interpretations 
riven by other theologians, especially by 
the fathers of the church, whe, having hiv- 
cd nearer the times of th e ap ostle Sy must 
have understood their Jangeuage better 
than the modern doctors. It was in the 
writings of the fathers that he also studied 
the manners and customs of the first Chris- 
vans ; tollowed them through the persecu- 
tions of which they were the victims ; ob- 
served the rapid progress cf the 1 rising 
church; and admired that astonishing re- 
volution which by degrees elevated the new 
rchgion to the throne of the Cesars.” pp. 
1 ‘16, 


dut Zuinelius did not limit him- 
self to works which were approved 
by the church: he read also those of 
Wickliffe and of John Huss. The 
resuit of such an examination might 
be anticipated. The worship of ima- 
ves, of the relics of saints, of the 
Virgin Mary, and of the host; and 
the unbounded authority of the priest- 
hood ; together with many other er- 
rors of Poper ry, both in doctrine and 
practice, soon appeared to him to 
have no foundation in Scripture. 
gut such was his moderation, that he 
divuiged his suspicions, for a time, 
only to a few, well qualified either 
to resolve or to substantiate them. 
The account given of his ministry 
while under these impressions, Is 
very striking and characteristic ot 
the man. 


“ Without directly attacking the abuses 
authorized by the Romish ode he con- 
fined himself in his sermons to the doc- 
trines which he found cleariv laid down in 
the Scriptures, and to the moral precepts 
to be dedneed from them. He took every 
epportunity of repeating to his audience, 


that in matters of faith, we oucht to refe: 
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ourselves to the word of God contained in 
the Scriptures, to regard as superfluous all 
that was unknown; and as false, all that 
was contrary to them. The tinie was not 


yet come for unfolding the consequences of 


this maxim; it was necessary to prepare 
the minds of men to receive the new light, 
and Zwingle thought that this could not be 
done better than by insisting upon the prac- 
tice of all the Christian virtues, while most 
of the preachers of his time recommended 
nothing to their flecks but the external ex- 
ercises of devotion.”—pp. 20, 21. 


Whilst resident at Glaris he was 
offered the situation of preacher to 
the convent at Linsiedetn, ip the can- 
ton of Schweitz, which he accepted. 
At this place he found several indi- 
viduals addicted, Ike himself, to let- 


ters, and fecling the same spirit of 


hostility to existing abuses; among 
whom was the weli-known Leo sudc, 
who transiated the Bible into Ger- 
man. The description given of their 
daily conferences is very interesting 
No Council, perhaps, ever assem- 
bied for a higher purpose, and nene 
ever formed its plans, and executed 
them with more effect. 

“The library at bkinsiedein” (says M. 


Iless) * considerably sugemented by the 
ae Pm) e 
care of Zwingle, was their favourite resort. 


Here they studied together the fathers of 


the church, whose works were just pub 
lished by Erasmus at Basil, They adck 
the perusal of the works of Erasmus him- 
self, and those of Capnio,* both restorers 
of letters in Germany. They discussed the 
new and bold ideas of these e great men; 
traced them into their consequences, and 
subjected them to a severe examination, 


tm 4 





“ John hkeuchhin, or Capnic, revived 
the study of Hebrew in Germany, which he 
recommended as necessary to correct - 
faults of the Vuleate. ‘The enemics cf tet- 
ters, offended at his zeal for the Hebrew, 
IcC “used him of being more a jew thania 


Christian; they even surprised from the 
Iamperor an order, which happily was uot 


executed, for destroving all the Hebrew 
books. Capnio composed in lis justifica- 


tion an apology, which the universities oj 


Paris and Cologne ordered to be burnt. 
"She author would probably have undergone 
the same fate, had he not tound powerful 
eager at the conrt of the Emperor and 

fF Leo X. Capnio died at Stutgard in 1523, 
at a very advanced ape: Ve Hermann von 


der Hard: Hist. Lit. Ref. p. Po Ni 
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The new horizon which opened upon them 
as they advanced in their researches, pro- 
duced difterenteffects uponthem, accor ding 
to their ditterent dispositions. One embrac- 
ed with heat and enthusiasm all that ap. 
peared to him the truth; another, of g 


calmer temper, suspected ihe attraction of 


novelty ; a third cxlculated the consequen- 
ces to be expected from a change in re. 
ceived opinions. Each, in short, viewed the 
object in a dierent light: what escaped 
one was perceived by another; and thus 
they were mutually enli ghtened an assist. 
ed. . All were animated by that ardour 
which 1s only found at those periods when 
men awake trom the slumber of ignorance 
and barbarism.” = pp. 57—39. 


It was on the day appointed for the 
commemoration of the supposed mi- 
raculous consecration of the Abbey 
of Einsiedeln, that ZAuinglius, ima- 
eining the minds of lis auditors in 
u measure prepared for the attempt, 
struck the first public and decisive 
blow at the reigning evils. An im- 
mcnse crowd was drawn together to 
listen to annual discourse. In 
the midst of this vast assembly Zuin- 
olius mounted the pulpit. “ By an 
exordium full of warmth and feeling 
he disposed the mind to collected- 
ness and attention ;” and then, allud- 
ing to the cause of their present 
meeting, broke forth as follows: 


«Cease to believe that God resides ii 
this tempic more th ran every other place 
Whatever region of the earth you may in. 
habit, he is near vou, he surrounds you, he 
grants your prayers, if they deserve to bx 
eranted ; but itis not by useless vows, bs 
long pilerimarces, offerings destined to adorn 
senseless imac: es, that you can obtain the 
Givine favour: resist tem ptation S, repress 
culty desires, shun all injustice, reliev: 
the unfortunate, console the afflicted ; these 
are the warks picasing to the Lord,” p. 62. 

“é¢ Did these chosen of God at whose 
feet you come hither to prostrate your 
selves, enter into heaven by relying on the 
merit of another } No, it was by walking in 
the path of the iaw, by fullilling the will ot 
the Most Hich, by facing death that the: 
might remain faithful to their Redeemer 
Imitate the holiness of their lives, walk !! 
their footsteps, sufiering vourselves to bs 
turned aside neither by d: ingers nor seduc 
tions; this is the honour that vou ought t 
pay them. But in the day of trouble put 
your trust in none but God, who createe 
the heavens and the earth with a wold: 

















(812. ] 


at the approach of death invoke only Christ 
Jesus, who has bought you with his blood, 
and Is the sole Me diator between God and 
mM an? 

“Language so unexpected produced im- 
pr -ssions dificult to describe: admiration 
ad qdigeation were nainte -d alternately 
on evoiv face while Zwingle was speak- 
ing; and when at length the orator had 
ceucluded his discourse, a confused mur- 
mur betrayed the deep emotions he had 
exciied Their expression was restrained 
at first by the holiness of the place, but as 

4 as they could be freely vented, some, 
cuided by prejudice or personal interest, 
declared themselves against this new doc- 
trine ; others, and those were the greater 
number, felt a new hight breaking in upon 
them, and applauded what they had heard 
with transport. Some pilgrims were seen 
to carry back their oHerings.” pp. 64, 65. 


fvom Einsiedeln he was called to 
Zurich, where he received the ap- 
pointmeat of preacher in the cathe. 
deal. At this post he spent the rest 
of his life, and here accomplished, 
under God, the work which has en- 
tiued him the Reformer of Switzer- 
land.--On his arrival he found some, 
both tm tse council and chapter, not 
ii d's osed to his enterprise; but, 
as (he author expresses it, “ letters 
Wanted « restorer, both the governors 
and governed an intrepid censor, 
wno should dare to recall them to 
their mutual duties ; and fainting re- 
ligion an orator capable of rekind- 
lig its ardour and restoring its in- 
fl-cnce upon manners. Providence 
appeared to have destined Zuinglius 
to the task.”’ pp. 83. 

His first measure was to give no- 
tice that he should, in his sermons, 
instead of conforming himself to the 
“ Dominicel lessons,” or Passages 
app. ropriated to the Sundays and 
Saints’-days ef the year, explain, in 
succession, all the books of the New 
Testament. On the Ist of January 
(519, he delivered his first discourse 
(9a crowd of auditors, attracted by 
tle novelty of his plan. He availed 
himself of the opportunity : s  In- 

reighed against superstition and hy- 
Docrisy ; insisted on the necessity of 
amen dment; thundered against idle- 
less) intemperance, the excesses of 
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luxury, and the passion for foreign 
service’’—a passion then rife amoug 
the Swiss, and prompting that fine 
people to sell their blood to the high- 
est bidder. Multutudes welcomed the 
orator, and, under God, embraced 
the truth. Others, and we quote the 
passage for the comfort of some 
even now employed in reviving the 
“ fainting religion” of our own 
church, “ depicted him as a knave, 
who, by his hypocritical preaching, 
was aiming to destroy the respect 
and submission of subjects for their 
magistrates : sometimes they repre- 
sented him as a fanatic, whose un- 
bounded pride led him to put his 
own reveries in the place of the de- 
cisions of the Church: sometimes 
they treated him as a man destitute 
of religion and morals, who was sap- 
ping the foundations of piety and 
virtue, and would end by destroying 
the state, unless silence were im- 
posed upon him.’ p. 87. 

An occurrence soon took place, in 
which he made his first public resis. 
tance to papal encroachments. Leo 
X. nearly at the same time in which 
he despatched Tetzel to Germany, 
sent Samson to Switzerland, to offer 
plenary absolution to all who would 
assist In the erection of St. Peter’s 
church. Luther in one country, and 
Zuingiius in the other, took the field 
successfully against the Pope’s dele- 
gate, and by the first success paved 
the way for the final triumphs of 
Protestantism. Samson was driven 
with disgrace from Switzerland. 

The next evil to which he oppos- 
ed himself, was the enlisting of his 
countrymen under the banners of the 
kings of France, or emperors of 
Germany, in their contests for the 
duchy of Milan. He succeeded in 
Withdrawing the Aurichians from 
the league entered into with France 
by the other cantons. Had we space 
sufficient, we sould rejoice copious- 
ly to extract from his address to one 
of the cantons. The language of 
peace eminently becomes thie mouths 
of the ministers of the “ Prince of 
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Peace; and we have sometimes 
doubted whether the ministers of 
our own days touch often and strong- 
Jy enough on the moral evils inci- 
dent to a state of war, or teach with 
sufficient energy how much nobler 
it is to forgive than to punish. 

As a preacher, the labours of 
Auinglius were unremittingly pur- 
sued. It may gratify our clerical rea- 
ders especially, to see a sketch of the 
plan by which he effectually besieg- 
ed the citadel of Popery. 


“On my arrival at Zurich,” says he, ‘1 
began to explain the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew. Iadded an exposition of the 
Acts, to shew my audience in what man- 
ner the Gospel! bad been diffused. I then 
went on to the First Epistle of Paul to 
Timothy, which may be said to contain the 
rule of life of a true Christian. Perceiving 
that false teachers had introduced some 
errors with respect to the doctrine of faith, 
I interpreted the Epistle to the Galatians ; 
this 1 followed by an explanation of the two 
Epistles of St. Peter, to prove to the de- 
tractors of St. Paul, that the same spirit had 
animated both these aposties. I came, at 
fength, to the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which makes known, in its full extent, the 
benefits of the mission of Jesus Christ. Ia 
my sermons (he adds) I have employed 
neither indirect modes of speech, nor art- 
Zul insinuations: it is by the most simple 
language that I have endeavoured to open 
to every one his disease, according to the 
example of Jesus Christ himself” p. 119. 


We know not that a better pre- 
scription has, in the progress of 
ages, been discovered for those to 
employ, who now inherit his office 
as the physicians of souls. 

After a short period, the Bishop of 
the diocese, apprehending the in- 
fluence of Zuinglius upon public 
opinion, acdressed letters to the 
council, and also to the chapter of 
Zurich. In the reply of Zuinelius 
to these addresses we find the fol- 
Jowing striking passages: “ 7 wiil 
now tell you what Is the Christianity 
which I profess, and which you en- 
deavour to render suspected. It 
commands men to obey the laws and 
respect the magistrate, to pay tri- 
bute, to rival one onother in bench- 
ecnce, to regare all mankind as bre- 
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thren. It further requires the Chris. 
tian to expect salvation from God 
alone, and Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Master and Saviour, who 
giveth eternal life to them that be- 
lieve on him.’ p. 129. In a paper 
soon alter addressed by him to the 
Swiss governments, he thus suppli- 
cates for freedom to preach the 
Gospel: “ Fear nothing from grant- 
ing us this liberty: there are cer- 
tain signs by which every one may 
know the evangelical preachers. He 
who, neglecting his private interest, 
spares neither pains nor labours to 
cause the will of God to be known 
and revered, to bring back sinners to 
repentance, and give consolation to 
the afflicted, is undoubtedly in uni- 
son with Christ.” This definition 
may perhaps assist some individuals 
who, even in this more liberal age, 
have, with the title, shared the re- 
proach of Zuinglius. 

In the year 1523, in order to give 
ereater publicity to his opinions, and 
to prove the scriptural basis upon 
which they rested, he solicited of the 
great council of his country a pub- 
ic colloquy, in which he should de- 
fend, and any others might attack, 
his principles. Our readers may be 
curious to see the articies which he 
proposed to discuss, as they contain 
a sort of summary of the controver- 
sy between the two great parties. 
The following extract contains the 
most important of them: 


«<< It is an error to assert that the gospel 
is nothing without the approbation of the 
church: it is also an error to esteem other 
instructions equally with those contained in 
the gospel —The traditions by which the 
clergly justify their pomp, their riches, ho 
nours and dignities, are the cause of the 
divisions of the church —The gospel teaches 
us that the observances enjoined by men do 
not avail to salvation—The mass is not 4 
sacrifice, but the commemoration of the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.—Excommunice- 
tion ought only to take place for public 
seandals, and it ought to be pronounced by 
the church of which the sinner is a mem- 
ber.—The power arrogated to themselves 
by the pepe and the bishops is not foundec 
on scripture.—The jurisdiction possessec 
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erates, to whom all Christians ought to sub- 
mit themselves. God has not forbidden 
marriage to any class of Christians ; there- 
fure it 18 Wrong to interdict it to priests, 
whose celibacy has become the cause of 
great licentiousness of manners.—Cont-s- 
sion made to a priest ought to be consider- 
el as an examination of the conscience, and 
not as an act which can deserve absolution, 
wht give absolution for money, is to be- 
come guilty of simony.—Holy writ savs 
ns thing of purgatory ; God alone knows the 
judgme ‘nt that he reserves for the dead ; 
; since he has not been ple: ised to reveal it 
tous, We ought to refrain from all indiscreet 
contectures —NO person ought to be mo- 
lested for bis Opinions ; it is for the magis- 
trate to stop the progress of those which 
tend to disturb the public tranquillity. ” 
pp. 147, 148. 
It need scareely be said that the 
reformer found Jitie difficulty In 
maintaining the ground he had taken. 
We shall quote (for the edification, 
if he pleases, of the Archdeacon of 
Sarum?) the delineation of the true 
Church of Christ, with wines the 
speech of 41 ningitus closes. ‘ Cer- 
tainly there is a church that cannot 


err, and which 1s directed by the 
Holy Spirit. It is composed of all 
truce believers, united in this bonds of 
faith and charity ; bui this church Is 


visible only to She eyes of its divine 
Founder, alone knoweth his 
own, It asseinble wich 
pomp, it does ne rt dictate its decrees 
in the manner of the kings of the 
earths it has no temporal reign 3 to 
fuidl the will of God is the only care 
by which it Is occupied. * p. 154. 
Lhe speech which he on the even- 
iny of the same day addressed to 
the Council is highly impressive, 
and is quoted for the express bene- 
it of Professor Marsh. The Grand 
Vicar, his opponent, having object- 
ed to the difficulties of Scripture, 
“uinelius replied— the Scripture 
explains itself, and has no need of 
an interpreter. If men understand 
it ill, it is because they read it amiss. 
it is always consistent with itself, 
and the Spirit of God acts by it so 
Strongly, that all readers may find 
the truth there, provided they seek 
for it with a sincere and humble 
Christ. Obsery. No. 123. 


who 


’ 
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heart. Thanks to the invention of 
printing, the sacred books are now 
within the reach of all Christians 3 
and I exhort ihe ecclesiastics here 
assembled to study them unremit- 


tingly.” p. 156. 
Lhe course of Zuinglius, though 
always pursued with moderation, be- 


came daily more rapid. Another con- 
ference was appointed, in which he 
avain conquered. Seon alter he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a decree of the 
council, that all images should be 
banished from the churches if ap- 
proved by the majority of members 
incach church. The other caitons 
now bevan to take alarm, and, In the 
eeneral Council of the States, en- 
gaged never to permit the establish- 
ment of what they then (and Dr. 
Butler has recently) called the “new 
doctrine”? in Switzerland But not- 
withstanding this, Zninglius pro- 
ceeded. In 1525, he obtained from 
the council the reform of various 
abuses; and among the rest, the en- 
tire abolition of the Mass. The ac- 
count of the first celebration of the 
sacrament according to the ideas of 
Z.ulneiius, will interest our readers. 
It was on Lasier Sunday. 


‘A table covered with a white cloth,un- 
leavened bread, and cups filled with wine, 
recalied the rememberance of the last repast 
of our Redeemer with his disciples The 
first priest, who was Zwingle himself, an- 
nounced to the faithful, that the religious 
act which they were about to celebrate 
would become to each of them the pledge of 
salvation, or the cause of perdition, accord 
ing to the dispositions they might bring to it; 
and he ender voured, by a fervent pr ayer, 
to excite in all their hearts repentance for 
past faults, and a resolution to live a new 
life. After this praver, Zwingle and the two 
ministers who assisted him, presented mu- 
tually to each other the bread and the cup, 
pronouncing at the same time the words 
uttered by Jesus Christ at the institution of 
the last supper ; they afterwards distributed 
the symbols of the body and blood of the 
Redeemer to all the Christians present, 
who listened with the most profound and 
reverent attention to the reading of the last 
words of our Lord, as they have been 
transmitted to us by his beloved disciple. 
A second pr aver, and hymns full of the ex- 
pression of love and gratitude tewards Him 


Z 











Arete 


Pe neem 


- 
Trea 


«x 


es 
IR AOC NS at ag AO SG 


= Sfp fe. 


Tor 
4 ea 


Pea ae 


— 
os 


SR he oe rear: 


-_ 
oe wins 





co ; 
~ enced oN et 


166 Review of Hess’s Life of Suingtius. 


who had voluntarily endured a cruel and 
ignominious death to save repentant sinners, 
terminated this solemn and affecting cere- 
mony. Zwingie was of opinion, that to 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper in this manner, 
was to bring it back to its ancient simpli- 
citv, and to unite all that could render it 
useful. ‘Phe event proved that he was not 
mistaken ; the churches could scarcely 
contain the immense crowd that came to 
participate in this religious solemnity, and 
the good works and numerous reconcilta- 
tions which followed it, proved the sinceri- 
ty of the devotion with which it was at- 
tended.” pp. 199—201. 

Nor did he stop here. In process 
of time the temporal powers of the 
ecclesiastics were lessened; the 
union of the church and the execu- 
tive accomplisied; the monasteries 
suppressed ; and a coliege so found- 
ed, apd such protessors seated in its 
chalvs, as ensured, under God, a 
body of enlightened men to water 
the seed which Guinglius had plant- 
ed. 

We have dwelt so Jong upon the 
first Part of this volume, that we 
shall do little more than advert to 
some of the chief topics of the se- 
cond Pa:t.—the rise of the Anabap- 
tists 5 the contest with Luther ; and 
the war of the Swiss Cantons, un- 
happily terininating with the death 
of Zuinglius. 

On the subject of the Anabaptists, 
so much is known by all the readers 
of the most common history of this 
period, that we think ourselves at 
liberty to be almost stient. Muntzer 
was the head of the sect 3 he, arriv- 
ing on the borders of Switzerland, 
communicated his notions to Mantz 
and Grebel, two disappointed parti- 
zuns of Zuingiius. They hence- 
forward preached against infant bup- 
tism 3 attacked Zuinglius by the 
title of the * Oid Dragon 3’ entered 
the town girded with ropes and 
branches of willow ; proclaimed ap- 
preacuing judgment upon all sects 
but their own 3 dispiayed on all oc- 
casions the aos: Insuliing contempt 
for tue authority of their rulers ; 
preached a commuity of 
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to take arms for their country, or to 
pay tax or impost 5 and, at length, 
sutiered the punishment due to 
those who erect the religion of 
Christ into an instrument of tumult 
and rebellion. 

The contest of Zuinglius with 
Luther, is an event of still higher 
interest. It is universaily known 
that the father of the Reformation, 
though the triumphant enemy of 
prejudice, remained himself a sad 
victim to his early opinions on the 
subiect of the Eucharist. Though 
he would not allow, with the Papists, 
tue bread and wine, before his eyes, 
to be nothing but the body and 
blood of Christ, he asserted them 
to be, at the same time, bread and 
wine, and the sacred body and blood, 
To this error Zuingiius opposed 
himself: at first with caution ; then, 
as his views cleared, with greater 
force ; and at length he, together 
with his distinguished friend Cco- 
lampadius, both published upon the 
subject, and discussed it In a public 
conference with Luther at Marpurg. 
It is characteristic of human nature, 
that those who are wrong are the 
most violent ; and certainly Luther, 
in this Instance, made good this 
aphorism. But it 1s the transcen- 
dent merits of Luther alone which 
make such errors a matter of sur- 
prise tous. He hasbeen called the 
morning star of the Reformation: 
but even these luminious bodies, 
though perhaps the mighty suns oi 
systems, are sometimes shaded by 
a cloud,and sheda diminished lustre. 
Perhaps the faults of Luther yield 
his enemies no higher triumph than 
that of saying, he was not a periect 
man; a title for which he would 
have been the last to contend. 

The conflicts of the Swiss Cat- 
tons are, however, the main subject 
of the second part of this interesting 
volume. Throuch these we feel !! 
impossible to follow the author. It 
may be sufficient to observe, that 
Zuvich, for a time, stood the sole 
bulwark of Protestantism amidst het 
native mountains; that, after a time, 
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Bern and some other cantons rang- 
ed themselves under her banner ; 
that five cantons, adhering more 
clusely to ancient prejudices, joined 
in more Intimate alliances with the 
Catholic powers ; that, exasperated, 
partly by the religious defection of 
their bretaren, and partly “A the 
abuse of a temporary ascendency 

gained by the Zurichians, they took 
nae against them; that Zurich, 
deaf to the intreaties of Zi uinglius, 
heard * the note of preparation” in 
the opposiie Cantons, without arming 
herself for the battle ; that, atlength, 
surprised Into an unequal fight, her 
forces were defeated, and Zuinglius 
himself, who was appointed chaplain 
to the army, killed at the first onset. 
We give this last interesting event 
in is words of the author. 


“In the beginning of the battle, while 
Zwingle was encouraging tke troops by his 
exhortations, he received a mortai wound, 
feil in the press, and remained senscless on 
the field of battle wiile the enemy were 
pursuing their victory, On recovering his 
consciousness, he raised himself with dif- 
ficulty, crossed his feeble hands upon his 
breast, and lifted his dying eyes to heaven. 
Some Catholic soldiers who had remained 
behind, found him inthis attitude. Whith- 
out knowing him, they offered hima con- 
fessor : Zwingle would have replied, but 
was unable to articulate; he refused by a 
motion of the head The soldiers then ex- 
horted him to recommend his soul to the 
Holy Virgin. A second sign of refusal en- 
vaged them. § Die then, obstinate heretic !’ 
cried one, and pierced him with his sword. 

“It was not till the next dav that the 
body of the reformer was found, and expos- 
ed to the view of the army. Among those 
whom curiosity attracted, several had 
known him, and without sh: aring his reli- 
gious apinions, had admired his eloquence, 
and done justice to the uprightness of his 
intentions : these were unable to view his 
‘eatures, which death had not changed, 
without emotion. A former colleague of 
é “wingle’ s, who had Jeft Zurich on account 
of the reformation, was among the crowd. 
He gazed a long time upon him whe had 
een his adversary, and atlength said with 
emotion, ‘Whatever may have been thy 
faith, lam ; sure that thon wast alw AVS Sin. 
cere, and that thou lovedst thy country. 


_ God take thy soul to his merey !?” 
n. 990 oe a 
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After this fatal catastrophe, the 
cantons of Zurich and Bern felt 
themselves compelled to make a 
separate peace ; and Protestantism 
seemed to be reduced to her last re- 
sources. But such is the power of 
God to educe good out of evil, that 
the very defeat of the Protestants 
roused them to those exertions, and 
to that unanimity, which finally 
triumphed over every obstacle. 
“ When,’? says the author, “the 
first emotion of terror was past, 
they blushed to have believed that 
the’ fate of their cause was attached 
to the life of a single man. The 
establishments founded by the re- 
former became the source of new 
prosperity. An active charity, a 
patriarchal simplicity, and manners 
still more powerful than laws, form- 
ed the noble legacy bequeathed by 
Zuinglius to ey country.’ 

Such is the brief sketch which 
the work before us has enabled us 
to lay before our readers, of the life 
of Zuinglius ; and however dull or 
obscure our narrative may have 
been, we take all the shame to our- 
selves, for M. Hess is wanting 
neither in spirit nor luminousness. 
Sull there are defects in his work, 
which, though harsher critics might 
be disposed to impute to a cifferent 
cause, we are content to sit down 
toa want of space. These defects 
are chiefly the absence of those dis- 
criminating touches by which his 
readers would have gained a more 
intimate acquaintance with the re- 
former ; the want of a fuller devel- 
opement of his fundamental prin- 
ciples of action, and of those pecu- 
liarities, whether good or bad, which 
gave a distinct character to that re- 
formation, which, under God, he or- 
ranized and accomplished. Some 
hints, indeed, the author has thrown 
out upon cach of these points, but 
by no means enough to satisfy the 
inquiring mind. Will our readers 
forgive us, if we now procced to at- 

tempt, from other sources, to supply 
this defect, and to strike the balance 
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of good and evil, as well in the genius 
aud character of Zuinglius, as in his 
doctrinal sentiments. 

In the hrst place, there were 
many qualiuies in the mind of Zuin- 
elius, Which eminently fitted him 
for the mighty work he was called, 
under God, to accomplish. He com- 
bined, to an extraordinary degree, 
two quailtics which rarely incor- 
porate——zcal and prudence. His 
plety was ardest; his moral con- 
duct such as ulmost to dely siander. 
A cerita sweetnes s of manner, like 
the svttine ofthe yowel, presented 
bis hey quaiudes under the most 
attractive iorm. Whether in the 
library of Minsieceln, or in the chap- 
ter and sencie of Zurich, he “* bowed 
” oi his associates * like 
the heart of one man.’ Indeed, the 
spit oi unten which prevailed 
amone the retor: ies vl Switzerland 
has ny parallel in history, except li) 
the first aces of Christianity. A 
community of overt or scnemes 
May vnite pole d ads 
a secsin. But in “ihe Cause, as 
“every man secks bis own’? when 
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to save a worikd.—<But to pare to 
Zoateshas. Ta addition to his moral 
queities, the love and sueccessiul 
persutt of letters was a por erful in- 
strument in his hands. Men listeu- 
ed with deference to the insiruc- 
tions of te:chers, who, like our re- 
former and Ci colampudius, were the 
most learned men of 

Those might with Impuniiy decry 
the svstems of heathen er scholus- 
tic philose phy; who were knewn to 
have with their cifficul- 


ties ; or might boldly sugerest new 
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composed. In weighing out the evi 
qualities which entered into the cha- 
racter of Zuinglius, we find little to 
set against the qualities in the op- 
posite scale. It will be seen, in the 
estimate of hts doctrinal opinions, 
that his moderation and candour 
were not always proof against the 
heated atmosphere of the times, 
But these are rather the few wrinkles 
of the countenance than the features 
or lines of which it was made up. 
There was, on the whole, a meral 
erandeur in the man, well suited to 
the vastness of his enterprise. Like 
ithe mountains of his own Switzer- 
land, he seems to rise above the 
turbulent atmosphere by which he 
is enveloped. Or. to describe him 
in these noble lines, dictated to the 
bard perhaps amidst those very 
mountains ; 


“ As some tali cliff, that Hftsits awful form, 

Swells from the vale, and midway leaves 
tic storm ; 

Though round its breast the rolling clouds 
are spread, 

Eternal surshine settles on its head.” 

Tn welineating the opinionsol Zuin- 
elius, it can scarcely be necessary 
io notice his rejection of the doc- 
thine of transubstanUation, of in,age 
worship, of private coniession to the 
priest, of purchased absolution, or 
the formal comniutation of crime for 
money. Neither should we feel tt 
necessary to dwell upon two other 
master principles which he held, 
in Common with ali the reformers, 
but that some in the present age 
seen, in a measure, to have forgot- 
ten that these were the principles 
of the Reformation. The first of 
these was, that the * Bible was to be 
freely circulated amongst the peo- 
ple 5 and they themselves suffered, 
under God, and with the aid of their 
parochial minisiers, to search for 
their ereed amidst the pages of their 


Bible.’ Auinetius found that book 
which “the Lamb’? died to * uD- 


seal,’ a “sealed? volume. to the 
countrymen. His first 


pinay wt to the world, For the c& 
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nonical lessons he substituted the 
whole word of God. Instead of the 
partial selections, or measuted com- 
ments of the Churci of Rome, he 
bestowed on them tue whoie legacy 
of Christ to his creatures. lle sus- 
pected no evil to religion, or to the 
reformation, from the widest diifu- 
sion of the Bible, even though ho 
comment should accompany it ; and 
did not dam up the word of God 
till he could pour his own theses 
into the same channel. Could he 
have lived to see, instead of the 
scanty distribution of the oracles of 
God by a singie hand, the hands and 
hearts of a great nation conspiring 
and co-operating for this great end, 
he would, perhaps, early as he died, 
have said, in the spirit of old Sime- 
on, “* Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart In peace.”? But he had 
lived also to see Christian doctors 
and professors draining their ink- 
stands to paint the evils of sucha 
combination, and, not satisfied with 
calm discussion, in their, we had al- 
most said, unholy fervour shewing 
a disposition to change “their pens 
jor truncheons ; ink for blood ;”’ 
he would have discovered that the 
hydra of Popery had many heads ; 
that the fathers of the reformation 
could not transfer to their children, 
wih their chairs and gowns, that 
spirit of manly appeal to the Bible 
oy Which they were characteriscd ; 
aud that a disguised fear of the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures in one ave 
was likely to effect what the violent 
suppression of them had accomipilish- 
ed In another. 

Another p: ‘inciple, strong enough 
‘0 be called a passion, in Zuinglius 
and the whole band of reformers, 
Was that of proclaiming to mankind 
the doctrine of Justification by Jaith 
tthe merits of Jesus Christ. Some 
iodern writers are fond of repre- 
chting the reformation as a mere 
‘Hort on the part of the reformers 

Shake off the burden of pipal 
remontes. But it ought rather 
0 be contemplated as the re-asscr- 
72 Of this grand princifile, the 
OUshment of which was sure to 
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level to the ground all the ginger- 
bread tabric of ceremonies which 
the church of Rome had substituted 
in its place. The image of Dagon 
must fall when the ark otf God 1s 
introduced. It was not the mere 
desire to abolish ceremonies that in- 
fluenced the reformers ; for a ce- 
remonial religion is better than 
pone. But it was to substitute the 
Saviour tor real or fancied saints; 
it was to elevate him to the throne 
which they had so long usurped ; 
it was to teach men to * glory” not 
in themselves, or in canonised men 
cr bones, but “in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;’’ that they lived 
and dicd. ‘The reformation is ever 
to be considered as the triumph of 
principle over force ; and of the par- 
ticular principle of justification by 
grace, through faith in a crucified 
Redeemer, over every device which 
priestcraft, or pride, or superstition, 
had conceived, for propitiating an 
offended God. Is tt not incredible, 
then, that men should be continually 
starting up to expose this principle 
as a sort of mew effervescence of 
Methodism, a fresh wart or wen 
upen the fair countenance of the 
Protestant faith? We are convinced 
that a vast majority of the errors in 
religion may be traced to that unre- 
mitting and indefatigable desire of 
the natural mind to do without Christ. 
In this respect, Popery is to be con- 

sidered not as the mere chance-reli- 
gion of a country or an age—as a 
church accidentally founded and 
cemented by the labours or arts of 
afew cardinals and pontiffs : itis 
to be considered as the real antis 
Christ, the religion of buman_ na- 
ture ; as the g-reat contederation of 
mankind to get rid of Christ; as an 
organised effort to substitute a sort 
of gilded machinery for that grand 
pillar of salvation, pardon by the 
free grace of God, and through the 
atonine blood of his Son. It was to 

such a confeceration, then deeph} 

entrenched and guarded by its rich 

temporalities, and invested, by its 
mere age, with a fictitious sanctity, 
that Auinehius and his brethren op- 
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posed themselves. Carried, by the 
«race of God, and the force of this 
their master principle, through eve- 
ry obstacle, they triumphed in defi- 
ance of the strength of their ene- 
mies, and even of their own defi- 
ciencies, and built up that church 
which is the mother of us all. 

But it is time to notice some ofthe 
defects in the opinions of Zuinglius 
—defects almost merged, indeed, in 
his general adherence to the funda- 
mental principles of the Gospel. MI. 
Hess should, however, have felt, that 
the notice of these was essential to 
his fidelity as a biographer. In re- 
sisting the attempt, then, of Luther 
to substitute consubstanuation for 
transubstantiation, he rendered a ser- 
vice toreligion. But when he went 
further, and resolved the sacrament 
into a mere memortal of the death 
of Christ, denying even his spiritual 
presence, and the spiritual partici- 
pation by faith in his body and blood, 
he stript that sacrament of all that 
most deeply interests the devout 
communicant. 

Upon the subject of original sin, 
there Is an occasional ambiguity in 
the sentiments of this reformer. Yet 
upon this cardinal point, as well as 
on those of justification by faith, 
and the necessity of a new creation 
unto holiness by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the early Confessions of 
the Helvetic Church, framed only 
four years afier the death of Auin- 
eg are so very clear, express, and 
unambig ruous, so perfectly accordant 
with Scripture and with the articles 
of our own church, that we must 
suppose either that his doubtful ex- 
pressions were the effect of haste or 
inadvertence, or that our reformer 
eradually acquired miore just views 
on the subject.” ~ iis he uiiliey to 

Lome, also, he was tenspted, in some 
instances, to pt 
cess. ‘Thoue eh } 
ple, from maintait une (with Calvin 
afterwards) the complete equality of 
the clergy, we find him den ominat- 
ne —e “the wens and swellings 

See Christ. Obs. for 1805, p. 673, 
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of the church.” In the same spirit, 
and inconsistently with his own more 
moderate proceedings, he says in 
one place, even of such ceremonies 
as are not founded in superstition 
nor are contrary to the word of God, 
that they may be tolcrated till the 
day star become more bright; but 
that even these had better be abo- 
lished, provided it can be done with- 
out great mugewrst In Jike manner, 
passagyes are to be found in his anion 
which go to establish a ceremonial 
of religioa, not merely inc Opposition 
to papal pageantry, but coid, naked, 
il] constituted for a being like man 
compounded of body and_ spirit, 
whose perception of right depends 
much upon the medium through 
which it is seen, who rarely exa- 
mines truth in the abstract but truth 
with its various associations, and 
who, if he does not receive religion 
through the senses, yet seldom re- 
ceives it where the senses are vio- 
lently offended. Some attempt, it 
should be added, has been made to 
establish the laxity of the reformer’s 
opinions upon the duties of suljects 
to their government; and, in the 
pages of a man controverting the 
despotic dogmas of Popery, ques- 
tionable sentiments upon this point 
are not unlikely to be found. But 
his general strain of writing ; the 
steady co-operation he expericnced 
from the senate of Zurich ; his unl 
form resistance to the insubordina- 
tion of the Anabaptists ; the charges 
frequently brought against him of 
investing the state with too much 
power in the government of the 
church; are facts which seem sul- 
ficient to repel the imputation. It 
should be remembered also, that 
his political principles were noi 
learned on the tat level of Germany; 
or expressed amidst the prostrate 
cities or circles of the empire ; but 
imbibed on the mountains of Swit. 
zerland, and taught to a nation of 
freemen. 

It must also be admitted, that 
some of the sentiments occasionally 

unced by Zuinglius, in the course 
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of his polemical writings, though 
they do not affect the fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity, are never- 
theiess rash, crude, and unwarranted, 
and capable of being perverted to 
very mischievous purposes: but of 
his, nothing appears in the Helvetic 
Coviession to which we have already 

ihe point, however, in which we 
revard the character of Zuinglius as 
feast Getensible, is the Intolerant 
spirtt which he manifested towards 
the Anabapusts. This must partly 
ne considered as the vice of the age 
in which be lived. At first, indeed, 
he recommended lenient measures 
to the senate, In the hope of re- 
claiming these enthusiasts ; but he 
appears afterwards, on finding them 
irveclaimabie, to have concurred in 
the sunguinary edict, by which the 
mere act of rebapiization was [u- 
nishable with death. Nor was this 
Jaw by any means inoperative. Many 
fell victims to its severity ; and we 
had Zuingtius, ina werk of his, en- 
titled, Elenchos contra Catabaptistas, 
expressing himself respecting the 
treatment of the Anabaptists by the 
schate, in a way which shews that 
he approved of the cruel decree. 
Over this part of his life we should 
have been glad to draw a veil. 

Having given so full an abstract 
of the narrative of the author, and 
havine both noticed his deficien- 
cles and attempted to supply them, 
the translator will complain, if no 
portion of our attention should be 
bestowed upon her. Though her 
sex, of course, guarantees us froin 
wl that asperity which neglected 
‘ranslators sometimes impute to the 
critic, yet she writes too well to 
suffer us to run the smallest risk 
of incurring her displeasure. We 
shall therefore now devote a page 
or two to some comments upon her 
translation and preface. 

Miss Aikin, then, has given us, 
‘S we have already intimated, a 
pleasing, and what we suppose to 


, } ‘ . - 
| 6 a just, translation of her author. 


Must we add, that we devently wish 
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she had been contented to bear the 
light trammels of translation, or at 
least, when extricated from them, 
she had not indulged in such erra- 
tic remarks as her short preiace dis- 
plays. We think, for instance, that 
sheisa little harsh upon her author, 
when she says, p. xii, that the 
attentive reader will observe occa- 
sionally, in the measured expres- 
sions of the biographer of Zwingle, 
and his scrupulous anxiety to draw 
a broad line of distinction between 
the more sober reformers, and the 
wild sects who were enemies of all 
regular government, that kind of 
apprehensiveness, which must ne- 
cessarily haunt every man of free 
and generous sentiments, when writ- 
ing under the eye of a despot.’’ 
Now we confess ourselves unable 
to discover any thing of the appre- 
hensiveness referred to by the trans- 
lator. The sole offence, according 
to our judgement, in the volume, is 
the terming Bonaparte, “the greatest 
monarch of Europe.’ And when 
the ambiguous nature of the epithet 
great is considered, and itis remem- 
bered that the free consent of his- 
torians has bestowed it upon Louis 
XIV. and Frederick III. itis some= 
what hard to question fzs title to 
this * bad eminence’? who has, from 
the rank of a private adventurer, 
fourht his way to the throne of 
the largest civilized empire that 
ever existed. We should be happy 
to see the title appropriated exclu- 
sively to those who combined with 
ereat talents great virtues; but till 
it is, little more can be charged 
upon M. Hess, than that he has 
not originated so geed a custom. 
As to his scrupulous anxiety to 
draw a broad line of distinction be- 
tween the more sober reformers and 
the wild sects who were enemies to 
all regular government, he has so 
many abettors amongst the wise and 
the good, that the allegation of his 
fair antagonist will not sit heavily 
upon him. It was a duty in our 
judgment most imperiously clainied 


from the auther. to shew that the 
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posed themselves. Carried, by the 
«race of God, and the force of this 
their master principle, through eve- 
ry obstacle, they triumphed in defi- 
ance of the strength of thcir ene- 
mies, and even of their own defi- 
ciencies, and built up that church 
which is the mother of us all. 

But it is time to notice some ofthe 
defects in the opinions of Zuinglius 
—defects almost merged, indeed, in 
his general adherence to the funda- 
mental principles of the Gospel. MI. 
Hess should, however, have felt, that 
the notice of these was essential to 
his fidelity as a biographer. In re- 
sisting the attempt, then, of Luther 
to substitute consubstanuation for 
transubstantiation, he rendered a ser- 
vice toreligion. But when he went 
further, and resolved the sacrament 
into a mere memorial of the death 
of Christ, denying even his spiritual 
presence, and the spiritual partici- 
pation by faith in his body and blood, 
he stript that sacrament of all that 
most deeply interests the devout 
communicant. 

Upon the subject of original sin, 
there is an occasional ambiguity in 
the sentiments of this reformer. Yet 
upon this cardinal point, as well as 
on those of justification by faith, 
and the necessity of a new creation 
unto heliness by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the early Confessions of 
the Helvetic Church, framed only 
four years afier the death of Auin- 
elius, are so very clear, express, and 
unambiguous, so perfectly accordant 
with Scripture and with the articles 
of our own church, that we must 
suppose either that his doubtful ex- 
pressions were the effect of haste or 
inadvertence, or that our 
gradually acquired more | 
on the subject.* In bis hostility to 

Rome, also, he was tenspte - ln some 
instances, to push his ref 
cess. Though he was Car r, ior exam- 
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ple, from maintaining (with Calvin 
afterwards) the complete equality of 
the clergy, we find him denominat- 


ing bishops “the wens 
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of the church.” In the same spirit, 
and inconsistently with his own more 
moderate proceedings, he says in 
one place, even of such ceremonies 
as are not founded in superstition 
nor are contrary to the word of God, 
that they may be tolcrated till the 
day star become more bright; but 
that even these had better be abo. 
lished, provided it can be done with- 
out great offence. In like manner, 
passages are to be found in his works 
which go to establish a ceremonial 
of religion, not merely in opposition 
to papal pageantry, but coid, naked, 
ill constituted for a being like man 
compounded of body and spirit, 
whose perception of right depends 
much upon the medium through 
which it is seen, who rarely exa- 
mines truth in the abstract but truth 
with its various associations, and 
who, if he does not receive religion 
through the senses, yet seldom re- 
ceives it where the senses are vio- 
lently offended. Some attempt, it 
should be added, has been made to 
establish the laxity of the reformer’s 
opinions upon the duties of subjects 
to their government; and, in the 
pages of a man controverting the 
despotic dogmas of Popery, ques- 
tionable sentiments upon this point 
are not unlikely to be found. But 
his general strain of writing ; the 
steady co-operation he experienced 
from the senate of Zurich ; his uni 
form resistance to the insubordina- 
tion of the Anabaptists ; the charges 
frequently brought against him of 
investing the state with too much 
power in the government of the 
church; are facts which seem suf- 
ficient to repel the imputation. It 
should be remembered also, that 
his political principles were no 
learned on the fat level of Germany; 
or aasieruie amidst the prostrate 
cies or circles of the empire 5 but 
imbibed on the mountains of Swit 
zerland, and taught to a nation of 
freemen 

It must also be admitted, that 
some of the sentiments occasionally 
cnounced by Zuinglius, in the course 
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of his polemical writings, though 
they do not affect the fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity, are never- 
theiess rash, crude, and unwarranted, 
and capable of being perverted to 
very mischievous purposes: but of 
‘hiss nothing appears In the Helvetic 
Confession to which we have already 

ihe point, however, in which we 
revard the character of Auinglius as 
feast detensible, is the Intolerant 
spirtt which he manifested towards 
the Anabaptists. This must partly 
ne considered as the vice of the age 
in which he lived. At first, indeed, 
he recommended lIenieut measures 
to the senate, in the hope of re- 
claiming these enthusiasts ; but he 
appears afterwards, on finding them 
irreclaimabie, to have concurred In 
the saunguinary edict, by which the 
mere act of rebaptization was |-u- 
nishable with death. Nor was this 
law by any means inoperative. Many 
fell victims to its severity ; and we 
hod Zuinglius, ina work of his, en- 
titled, Elenchos contra Catabaptistas, 
expressing himself respecting the 
treatment of the Anabaptists by the 
senate, in a way which shews that 
he approved of the cruel decree. 
Over this part of his life we should 
have been glad to draw a veil. 

Having given so full an abstract 
of the narrative of the author, and 
having both noticed his deficien- 
ties and attempted to supply them, 
the translator will complain, if no 
portion of our attention should be 
bestowed upon her. Though her 
sex, of course, guarantees us from 
wl that asperity which neglected 
‘ranslators sometimes impute to the 
crilic, yet she writes too well to 
suffer us to run the smallest risk 
of incurring her displeasure. We 
shall therefore now devote a pace 
or two to some comments upon her 
tanslation and preface. 

Miss Aikin, then, has given us, 
“S we have already intimated, a 
Pleasing, and what we suppose to 
Ye a just, translation of her author. 
Must we add, that we devoutly wish 


she had been contented to bear the 
light trammels of translation, or at 
least, when extricated from them, 
she had not indulged in such erra- 
tic remarks as her short pretace dis- 
plays. We think, for instance, that 
she is a little harsh upon her author, 
when she says, p. xii, that “ the 
attentive reader will observe occa- 
sionally, in the measured expres- 
sions of the biographer of Zwingle, 
and his scrupulous anxiety to draw 
a broad line of distinction between 
the more sober reformers, and the 
wild sects who were enemies of all 
regular government, that kind of 
apprehensiveness, which must ne- 
cessarily haunt every man of free 
and generous sentiments, when writ- 
ing under the eye of a despot.’’ 
Now we confess ourselves unable 
to discover any thing of the appre- 
hensiveness referred to by the trans- 
ator. The sole offence, according 
to our judgment, in the volume, Is 
the terming Bonaparte, “the greatest 
monarch of Europe.’’? And when 
the ambiguous nature of the epithet 
great is considered, and itis remem- 
bered that the free consent of his- 
torians has bestowed it upon Louis 
XIV. and Frederick III. itis somes 
what hard to question zs ttle to 
this “ bad eminence’’ who has, from 
the rank of a private adventurer, 
fourht his way to the throne of 
the largest civilized empire that 
ever existed. We should be happy 
to see the title appropriated exclu- 
sively to those who combined with 
ereat talents great virtues; but till 
it is, littke more can be charged 
upon M. Hess, than that he has 
not originated so geed a custom. 
As to his scrupulous anxiety to 
draw a broad line of distinction be- 
tween the more sober reformers and 
the wild sects who were enemies to 
all regular government, he has so 
many abettors amongst the wise and 
the good, that the allegation of his 
fair antagonist will not sit heavily 
upon him. It was a duty in our 
judgment most imperiously clainied 
from the auther, to shew that the 
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reformers stopt short of all ex- 
cess; that they neither goaded on 
liberty to licentiousness, nor invested 
piety with the waxen wings of fa- 
naticism. 

But there is an hypothesis of the 
translator, with regard to Zuinglius 
himself, which still more materialiy 
offends us. If, indeed, she is a 
Baptist, some solution of the fol- 
lowing passage may be found in the 
despotic influe “nce of party feelings. 
If not, she deserves at [cast a statue 
of that society for this disinterested 
devotion of herself to their cause. 
Vhe paragraph to waich we allude 
is the following, p. xi. “in the 
transaciions of Zuingiius with the 
Anabaptist leaders in Switzeriand, 
he may, if any where, possicly be 
thought to have made some sacri- 
fice of his particular opinions to the 
prosperity of the reformation lu ge- 
neral. Had notthe fanatics rendered 
aduit baptism the badge of ¢heir 
sect, AZuinglius would apparently 
have embraced it, as most conformiu- 
ble to the Scriptural notion oi that 
rite.’—The only passage in which 
this fair champion of adult beptism 
can have discovered this bias of Zu- 
inglius to such an administration of 
the rile, isthe following. ‘The iat- 
ter part of the passage is so striking, 
and so decisive of tne general ques- 
tion unfortunately stili controverted 
among us, that we shall extract the 
whole of it. 


* Jesus Christ instituted baptism, but 
neither he nor his Apostics have expressly 
directed the age at which it ought to be ad- 
ministered. It is therefore permitted to 
each church to order in this respect what 
it shail think most adapted to general edi- 
fication. Judging from the Jewish ceremo- 
nies, which cer tainly had a great influence 
upon those of the early Christians, we may 
conjecture, that in the primitive chureh 
children were baptized at the moment of 
their birth. That some sectaries of our 
davs have rejected this custom, is owing to 
their having formed too high 
the efficacy of the rite. If, indeed, the 


water of ba ptism lad the power of effacing 
sins, it would be absus 
who have as yet committed none ; 


“| to buptise children 
but how 
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can it be believed that an exterior ablution 
can purify the soul? Baptism is a ceremo- 
by by which a man engages to become a 
dise iple of Christ, and to observe all his 
precepts. 

“Under this view of it, it would seem 
that the rite ought to be deferred till the 
young Christian is of a fit age to contract 
an engagement; but impo olant reasons op- 
pose thisdelay ifthe custom of bapusing 
none but ads tits were to be introduced, 
negligent parents woul omit giving reli. 
gious instriction to their children, and 
would think themselves justified by aller. 
ing that they did not know «hether, wher 
their childrea were arrived xt ih Pvgir of dis. 
cretion, they woald embwrat > Christianity 
or not ‘The voung p eop! le themselves 
would reject all exhortations founded on 
religion, under pretext that it is sulla 
their own choice a scther to beceme Chis. 
tans, Baptism ought to be considered as 
a promise made by parents to educate theie 
children in the Christian faith, and to in. 
struct them in the truths of the Gospel, 
By tus possessing itself of children from 
them cradles, the church binds them by « 
number of invisible threads, and prevents 
them from ever afterwards deserting her 
bosom ” pp. 225—250. 


We do not quote this passage as, 
in all points. expressing our own opl- 


nions, but as decisive of the views of 


Auinglius, and of the unfairness of 
his female critic. It has always ap- 
peared to us, that the Church of Eng- 
land, by first baptizing infants and 
then bringing her youth to confirma: 
tion, has made the best provision 
possible for the due administration of 
this rite. By the first she secures 
herself against administering it too 
late ; and by the last, against adm 
histering it uselessly. She thus 
vids an evil into which the Baptists 
muy possibly fall, and secures the 
benefit to which they lay claim. 

\s to Zuinglius, it is the more re 
markable that he should now be com: 
plimented upon a latent attachment 
to the Anabaptists, when the ground 
of almost every former attack upon 
him hasbeen, and we fear too justly; 
his unremitting severity to that sect 

Will the authoress forgive us: if 
afier this, we venture to beg the 


in any future editions of her wo! 


she will be good enough to sufic! 
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the public to form their unbiassed 
estimate both of the author and the 
reformer. 

Upon the whole, we feel a confi- 
dence in recommending this little 
volume to our readers, and especially 
to those who wish to lead the young 
by gradual steps to the coniempla- 
tion of the noblest epoch in the his- 
tory of religion. Independent of the 
charm which is spread over every 
event connected with Switzerland, 
the reformation accomplished by 
Zuinglius has peculiar claims to our 
acenuon. It was the only church 
which, as it were, had no infancy ; 
but started into being almost a per- 
lect model, for the Imitation of fu- 
ture ages. In France, the reformed 
church was an irregular and ill- 
cemented fabric. In England, during 
at least the reign of Henry VIIL, 
Protestantism was little better than 
Popery robbed of some of her gild- 
mgs. In Germany, though the foun- 
dation was well laid, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple, yet the 
superstition of the mass remained, 
to pollute the sanctuary and unhal- 
low the fires of the altar. In Swit- 
zerland, on the contrary, a church 
sprang up, of so truly Apostolical an 
order, that though some looking back 
to the still purer fabric of antiquity, 
and “rememberin¢ the first temple,” 
might “ weep,” the * multitude” of 
the servants of God had reason to 
“shout for joy.” It is true, that af- 
‘er a short period, this church was 
‘emoved, to make way for the ruder 
erection of Calvin. The gradation of 
‘tank in the clergy was then destroy- 
ed, and a belief in absolute and per- 
sonal predestination made the neces- 
‘ary test of Swiss orthodoxy. But 
this change was not founded on any 
"eal defect in the constitution or 
‘teed of the church of Zurich. It 
may be accounted for by the love of 
change in men newly acquainted with 
liberty ; the adaptation of the church 
Polity of Calvin toa country of repub- 
‘Ics; the boldness and genius of this 
Reformer ; his talent to defend, and 
‘Ss zeal to propagate his system ; 

Christ. Obsery. No. 123. 
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circumstances which conspired to 
render the Church of Geneva a mo- 
del to halt the reformed churches of 
lurope. It is contrary to experience 
in every other age and place, thatas 
churches go on to maturity, either 
the gradations of ministerial rank 
should lessen, or the higher dogmas 
of predestination prevail. Putting 
out of view every other consideration, 
the increase of wealth tends of itself 
to a wider distinction of ministerial 
dignity ; and a larger infusion of 
learning and refinement commonly 
issues in a less dogmatic theology. 
But Calvin was of an order to accom- 
plish improbabilities. Many reform- 
ed churches still bear his “ image 
and superscription,”’ as if fresh from 
the mint of Geneva; and in others, 
what he stamped in a life it has 
taken centuries to obliterate. The 
Church of England, except that what 
she names a Bishop was entitled by 
him a Superintendant, is perhaps 
the best surviving representative of 
the church which Zuinglius founded. 
And her undiminished lustre amidst 
the surrounding darkness of the 
world ; her lofty bearing when Eu- 
rope is scattered with the fragments 
of other pious fabrics, that inherent 
power of revivescence which within 
acentury she has discovered ; that 
apostolic zeal by which she is now 
carrying the banner of the Cross 
into the four quarters of the globe ; 
these are the best proofs to Chris- 
tendom that the church which he, 
as it were, hewed fresh from the 
quarry of Scripture, had nothing to 
cain from the chiselling and polish- 
ing of other men and successive 
ages. 


———— —- 


An Inguiry into the Consequences of 
neglecting to give the Prayer Book 
with the Bible. Interspersed with 
Remarks on some late Speeches ai 
Cambridge, and other important 
Matter relative to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. By Henr- 


BERT Marsu, D.D. F.R.S. Mar- 
caret Professor of Diyinity. Cam- 
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bridge, Deighton: London, Riv- 
ingtons. 1812. pp. 80 


We trust we shall not be deemed to 
be hastily or preiwnaturely judging 
au cause which common report de- 
clares to be “ adbuc sub judice,” if 
we substanuate a sort of challenge 
we consider ourselves as having al- 
ready thrown out against the author 
of this far-famed pamphlet, by a few 
general remarks on its contents. It 
is not our intention, In our present 
number, to descend to the partucu- 
lars of the occasion which called it 
forth ; much less to enter minutely 
into the merits of a controversy 
which we had considered as decided, 
but which, judging from recent ap- 
pearances, see.us as yet scarcely to 
have burst its shel. Hoping only 
that from this tli-omened egg, “that 
which Is crushed may not. break 
forib Intoa viper,” we shall proceed, 
as —— ‘as we Can, to state the pre- 

ne positio: 1of affairs, which strikes 
us as superinduced by the publica 
tion before us, in regard to the Bi- 
bie Society. 

It is most hg in the present 
formidable battle-array, that the 
enemy has changed his front. And 
in doing this, he has elingt ished 
at the same time so much important, 
and, as it had appeared to us, not 
weil contested, thou; rh certainly un- 
tenable vround, that we had almost 
felt ourselves inclined to, have en. 
titled our present remarks, “ Tes- 
epoun from Dr. Herbert Marsh, 
Marg aret Professor of Divinity in 
the Universitv of Cambridge, 1 in fa- 
vour of the Bible Society ;”’ whilst 
at tne end, perhaps, we might have 
subjoined some few “ helps to Lady 
Margaret’? on a single point not so 
well cleared up in her mind as to 
leave her at liberty to offer ber full 
and unquahised a to this con- 
ressediy valuable ins sult 10N. 

Th e “ testimonies’* to which we 
ailude are contained tn the follow- 
ing most important declarations : 

“its,” the Bible Sacietv’s * operations 
sbyroad arc not only unobjectionable but 


| Marci: 


highly laudable; and, though I think they 
have been greatly exaggerated, though { 
think they have been described im terms 
which violate both truth*® and candeur, they 
are certainly productive of great and un. 
mixed rood The Liturgy of our church 
has no concern with the distribution of Bi. 
bles, where Christianity is professed under 
adifierentform, Neither duty nor interest 
require us, in this case, to do more than 
distribute the Bible For this purpose I 
would gladly offer the right hand of fellow. 
ship, not only to: Protestants of every de 
scription, but to the meimbers of all other 
churches, dispersed throughout the world 
For this purpuse, we should all, as Cliris- 
tians, engage on equal terms. Being con. 
cerned alike with the distribution ef the 
Scriptures, being alike desirous of promot. 
ing the general cause of Christianity, we 
should act on a principle which was com. 
mon to afl. The welfare of the universal 
church would be promoted, and the wel 
fare of the Church of England would be 
ummpaired.” pp. 29, of 

*fagree with Me. Vansittart (and here 
ye with Dr. Milner) that the co-cperation 

churchmen and dissenters ‘so far as 
pot ean conscientiously co-operate,’ ts the 
best mode of lessening the evils of dissent.” 
pp. 72, 73 

“if such an alteration were made in its 
mode of operation, as to restrict it to coun- 
tries, where the pre-eminence of our own 
church, which it is necessary to preserve 
at home, had no possible concern, such an 
alteration would render the common prin- 
ciple of action equaily ben eficial to both 
parties, and remove the injurious efiects, 
which now arise from placing them on the 
same level in respect to the government oi 
the society, while the terms, on which they 
act, are not terms of reciprocity. In a s0- 
ciety, therefore, composed of churchmen 
and dissenters for the sole purpose of cit- 
culating the Scriptures in foreign countries, 
I would readily and heartily partake t TPP 


i 4, 7). 


This iast quotation sufficiently 
explains how far, in Dr. Marsh’s 
opinion, **churchmen and dissent: 
ers can conscintiously co-operate ; 


* We suspect some misprint in the wort 
“troth ;” both as no falsehood has yet bec! 
proved on the Society, and without proy 

e presume, ought never to be rmputed, 
and also, as it is not easily conceivable hot 
anv society, or department! of a society, 
conte be +“ productive of great and unmis 
ed good” eich receives ‘into its means 0! 
eliecting it an actual “ violation of th: 
truth.” 


t See, to the same effect, page 78 
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which might also be made more 
clear by the tollowing declaration, 
of a fersonad nature, In p. 76. 


«¥ will declare for myself, and declare it 
botli tv Dr. Milner and Mr. Dealtry, that 
Ijcar no contagion from the dissenters. 
Indeed I know of none. ‘There are many, 
and very many among them, for whom, as 
individuals, Lhave the bighest respect. I 
would associate with them even for reh- 
cious purposes, as far as my duty allowed 
me ; and if Lwent beyond that line, I am 
cure the dissenters themselves would 
applaud me. And, were it necessary, I could 

peal to dissenting fameties in this town, 
who themselves would bear witness, that, 
so fur from dreading e contagion trom their 
acres: i freely communicate the con- 

putions which | can spare, without the 
in reg.rd to religious distinciion,’ 


Now. from all these several cde- 
clarations, made from the chair ot 


ie Margaret Professor, we presume 
the following important inferences 
in regard to the fresent state of the 
Bibie Society question, may legit 
— be deduced, 

. That nothing, in the nature of 

, forbids an unton between 
dosechenan and dissenters fora redi- 
riuus object. 

2. That all which Dr. Wordsworth, 
Messrs. Daubeny, Spry, Sikes. with 
grace the Antiyacobin Critics 

. have written to prove that some- 
thine, in the nature of things, does 
iorbid such an union, is, in Dr. 
Marsh’s opinion, not worthy a reply. 

3. That no danger whatever can 
accrue from the aforesaid union, as 
t respects the foreign relations of 
ihe Bible Society. 

That oe foreign operations of 


hinges 


this 


society wre, on the contrary, 
productive of great and unnixed 
neat 


That were these the only ope- 
rations of the society, every fricnd 
‘9 veligion, however zealously at- 
tached to the establishment, would 
act well in “readily and heartily,” 

¢ Dr. Marsh himself, “ partaking 
ln 1t.”? 
fLiese inferences are stated sim- 
Piy in their naked 
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comparing them immediately with 
the passages, from which alone we 
assert their legitimate derivation. 
If, upon deve consideration, they shall 
be found to have been made with all 
fairness ; if it shall appear that “ the 
testimonies” of the Margaret Pro- 
fessor in favour of this Socicty, are 
not capable of a different or less fa- 
vourable construction ; they will 
doubtless efford ample food tor me- 
citation, beth to the friends and to 
the enemies of thisinstttution. The 
enemles of this institution wil) be 
distinctly called upon to re-examine 
their own grounds of opposition to 
the society, and compare them with 
those stated by the Professor. If 
objections in weneral be made to the 
distribution of the Bible aiene In 
certain places abroad—for instance, 
in our Indian possessions 3; or any 
apprehension be entertained from 
the faciitty thereby afforded to the 
operauons of missionaries of any 
wens: r—such objections will 
be found in Cirect opposition to the 
authoritative sentence of the Proics- 
sor. If it be apprehended that, 
whether Intentionally or not, 
translations of the Scripture may 
creep in, which, when distributed In 
foreign countries, may have a ten- 
dency to mislead the inhabitants, 
and, by some foreseen or unfere- 
seen influence, react unfavourably 
the government or the church of 
7 itland ; such indefinite apprehen- 
are at once disceuntenanced 
and dispelled by the decisive tone of 
dy. Marsh’s pamphlet. If the union 
with Presbyterians, Quakers, or So- 
chians be apprehended by some 
Churchmen tobe a surrender of their 
own principles, or even a partial re- 
tion of the opposite errors, or 
an encouragement hee others to per- 
sist in them, or at Icast a departure 
from that precept pore ich seems to 
exclude us from the very company 
of false brethren ; it is obvior is Ul hat 
such speculations are received 
no appt obati ion, Nay, with every de- 
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the just and discriminating mind of 
the Margaret Professor of Divinity. 

On the contrary, the triends of 
the Society will feel themselves 
doubly assured in their undertaking, 
by finding these objections, which, 
by some of their adversaries, had 
been stated and urged with so much 
confidence, absolutely stultified in 
the present publication. They will 
find, that even those circumstances 
which may be the least desirable, 
though inseparable from the consu- 
tution of the Society, are still, in 
truth, at least in the mind of a great 
reasoner, lighter than air, when com- 
pared with the grounds of their own 
conduct :—so light, as to deserve 
to be forgotton in the calcuiation of 
that GREAT AND UNMIXED Goon, 
redounding from the /forezgn rela- 
tions of their Society. It will bea 
ereat satisfaction to their minds to 
fiud the important question, of the 
legitimacy of what may be generally 
called the Bible-union of Christians, 
narrowed, upon the authority of Dr. 
H. Marsh, to the single spot of 
British ground, and to the single 
consideration of the interests of the 
English Liturgy. Whilst, on the 
other hand, this will have the most 
salutary effect of raising in their 
minds (if necessary) the importance 
of that Liturgy which alone is suf- 
ficient to sway the mind of Dr. 
Marsh, and affect it unfavourably to 
the Society at home ; and of lead- 
ing them with all seriousness of 
mind, if churchmen, to the inguiry, 
how far the Bible Society is, or is 
not, calculated to Injure the interests 
of the English Liturgy, and thus vi- 
tally to touch the cause, and even 
the existence, of our venerable na- 
tional Establishment. 

In entering, then, upon this im- 
portant inquiry, it is no vain assum p- 
tion to claim Dr. H. Marsh fora 


friend, 72 frincijile, to the Bible So- 
ciety, as being an avowed friend to 
a joint distribution of the Scriptures. 
At the same time, it is to be as dis- 
tinctly understood, that certain great 
obstacies in regard to the Liturgy 
must be removed trom the Profes- 
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sor’s mind, before the Society, in its 
domestic relations, shall have the 
honour of his patronage or unqua. 
lified praise. Now,as we presume 
the pamphlet to have been, by this 
time, in the hands of every person 
actively interested in the cause, we 
are the less careful to give any di- 
rect plan or abstract of its reason- 
ines. We shall, however, just state, 
that the pamphlet is divided into 
nine sections or chapters, which, we 
conceive, might have been headed 
thus: !. Liturgy ought, by church- 
men, to be given away In this coun- 
try. 2. Bibles ought not, in this 
country, to be given away by church- 
men, without the Liturgy. 3. Prayer- 
Book respected by the Reformers. 
4, Analogy between the Bible So- 
ciety and Mr. Lancaster’s Plan of 
Education. 5. and 6. Danger accru- 
ing to the Church from a contempt 
of the Liturgy, proved by the his- 
tory of the Puritans. 7. Remedies 
to be applied. 8. The dilemma of 
Mr. Vansittart considered. 9. Con- 
cessions in conclusion to the Dissent- 
ers.—The aforesaid great obstacles, 
then, to be collected from these seve- 
ral heads of remark, as existing In 
the mind of the learned author, we 
presume, may be met by the follow- 
ing inguiries. 1. Whether it be ab- 
solutely necessary for churchmen to 
give away the Bible and Prayer- 
Book actually bound up in the same 
volume. 2. Whether the actual dis. 
tribution of the Prayer-Book be hin- 
dered by the institution of a Briush 
as well as Foreign Bible Society. 
3. Whether, at least, the respect for 
the Liturgy be not diminished by 
this institution. 4. Or, whether, 10 
eeneral, the concession to Dissent- 
ers, of its omission, be not injurious 
to the interests or the dignity of the 
Church of England. 5. Whethet 
there be not some hidden or opei 
analogy between the Bible Society 
and the Lancasterian System of Edu- 
cation. 
Before the short consideratio? 
which we wish to give to thes¢ 
doubts, it may be necessary to pre 
mise, that the Professor’s grand dle 
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jemma,in the opening of his remarks, 
‘s liable to some of those excepilons 
which usually lie against that mode 
of reasoning, when applied to sub- 
jects standing on the complicated 
considerations of moral evidence. 
He begins by making his adversary 
ask, ** Where is the harm of giving 
away a Bible 2? to which he cate- 
vorically 1eplies, “* None whatever.” 
Now it unfortunately happens, that 
his whole pamphlet is writien to 
yrove, that, under certain circum- 
stances, harm may accrue, even tothe 
annihilation of the Church of Eng- 
jand, by such a gift) But upon this 
answer is to be triumphantly ground- 
ed another question, as addressed to 


Churchmen ; **Where is the harm of 


giving away aso a Prayer-Book !” 
And if ** None whatever” be the 
reply, then comes Ais dilemma, 
“how can the real Churchman con- 
sistently object to those who recom- 
nend their joint distribution £’? Now, 
the answer but too easily occurring 
to this question, and suggested by 
his own principles, Is, that under 
certain circumstances, this harmless 
gift might become very harmful. 
Should it be the overthrow of the 
Bible Society, is it not then a * peti- 
lo principil,”’ to ask the subscribing 
Churchman, ** where is the harm of 
vlving away a Prayer-Book?” Should 
the constant union of the two so en- 
hance the expense (we are only put- 
ling supposable cases), as to dis- 
‘ourage, 1n certain circumstances, 
‘he distribution of either, would the 
Professor still ask, ‘* where is the 
harm, &c. 2??? The same line of ar- 
Sument exactly furnishes an answer 
to Dr. Marsh’s dilemma, “ Is it not 
usetul to give away a Prayer-Book 
with the Bible ?” and if so, can the 
Churchman consistently “ complain 
of those who object to the withhold- 
ing of this usefulness, i. e. to the 
Mission of giving the Liturgy ?” 
Undoubtedly, as an abstract ques- 
Won, he might, if he could only prove 
4 greater usefulness another way, or 
* specific mischief resulting from 
“9 act, counterbalancing its utility. 
“"¢ empiric, by associating with 
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every prescription his favourite drugy 
often misflaces its utility, and de- 
stroys the patient. Nothing, how- 
ever, can be more remote from our 
intention, than to connect such a 
character with the name of Dr. 
Marsh: nothing, in truth, more re- 
mote, than to deny the absolute ne- 
cessity of associating, Zn some way or 
other, the Bible and Prayer-Book 
together, when given away by 
Churchmen to members of the 
Church. And this xecess?ty may be 
considered as conceded to Dr. Marsh 
without a struggle. Indeed, so ne- 
cessary, so indispensable to the very 
existence of a liturgical establish- 
ment, do we believe the distribution 
of its Liturgy to be, that we could 
almost think a Professor wastes his 
lime In proving what can never be 
seriously denied. At least, his in- 
sisting upon that point so very large- 
ly, seems to have rendered quite 
superfluous his previous arguments 
for its harmlessness and its utility : 
arguments only so far indisputable, 
as they are coincident and identical 
with those for its necessity. 

To come, then, to the main points 
at issue in the Lady Margaret Pro- 
fessor’s mind. 1. Whether it be 
absolutely necessary for Churchmen 
to give away the Bible and Prayer- 
Book actually bound up together in 
the same volume. Some little ob- 
scurity on this point, which of al! 
others ought to have been most 
thoroughly clear and explicit, is ob- 
servable in this pamphlet ; where, in 
truth, the author sometimes seems 
to contend forthe Liturgy tn the ab 
stract, then merely as accompanyiny 
the Bible, and then as actualiy wed. 
ced to it in the same binding. Now, 
every thing averred by the Professor 
in behalf of the Liturgy tn the ab- 
stract, Is not so much to be conceded 
as to be commended; to be most 
strongly maintained, and carried, as 
it were, by acclamation, by all truc 
lovers of our ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion. We shall wait tll our attach- 
ment, and even devotion to the Li- 
turgy of the Established Church is 


in the least degree questioned, be- 
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fore we shall think it necessary to 
repeat, In many words, our humble 
meed ot praise to those noble com- 
positions,—the birth of the purest 
ages of Christianity, and chaunted, 
through successive generations,from 
the lips of martyrs and confessors ; 
which having been stripped, at the 
glorious era of the Reformation, of 
the accretions of superstition that 
had gathered upon them, are now 
handed down to our own privilesed 
church, In all the brightness of their 
primitive simplicity ; and stand 
the noblest monument of past devo- 
uion—ithe soundest model for the 
future. But, surety, let us ask, has 
Dy. Marsh’s penetrating mind been 
so far seduced by his own commen- 
dations of our excellent Liturgy, as 
to take these for proof of the other 
two very 7 t propositions, viz., 
that the gift of the Liturgy : should 
always accompany that of the Bible ; 
nay, that they should be actually 
bound together, for distribution, in 
the same volume? [.et these posi- 
tions at least stand on their own 
eround. And let it be suggested, in 
answer to the first, that perhaps the 
poor man may possess a Prayer- Book 
already, and another given with his 
Bible would be quite superfluous : 
perliaps he may have funds to be uy 
one, and would far more respect and 
value it as a purchase than as a gift. 
kor ten persons without a Bible, we 
honestly believe scarcely one is found 
without a Praver-Book. Must, there- 
fore, the remaining nine receive su- 
perfluous Prayer-Books merely fora 
point of etiquette? Besides, if you 
give no Bible without a Prayer-Book, 
then surely it may be urged, you 
shouid give no Pray ‘er-Book without 
a Bible. Else the comparison would 
run thas : you give the Prayer-Book 
certainlv—a Bible if you can: your 
supposed opponent gives the Bible 
certainly——a Prayer-Book if he can. 
And surely,if'ae Churchman ought 
to avoid the lJast alternative, the 
Protestant no less should fly the first. 
In fact, we ihe it to be perfectly 
rar, that af the Praver-Book must 
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always accompany the Bible, the 
Bible ought assuredly always to ac- 
company the Prayer-Book. If 

deny the former be to incur the 
charge of “eeneralised Protestant- 
ism,’’? to question the latter would, 
both in principle | and practice, de- 
serve the imputation of Popery. The 
only course, we are persuaded, to be 
pursued,ifthe Prayer-Book ts always 
to accompany the Bible, is not only 
actually to bind the Prayer-Book 
with every Bible for distribuuon, but 
the Bible also with every Prayer- 
Book: for surely the mischief of 
giving the Prayer-Book alone with- 
out the Bible, is to be as strengty as- 
serted us that of giving the Bible 
alone without the Prayer-Book.— 
Let us see, then, the consequences 
to which this rigid rule must lead, 
In every cuse of giving cither, you 
necessarily incur the expense at- 
tached to the other. ‘The Socicty 
(that, for instance, in Bartlett's 
Buildings) to which you subscribe, 
can no more send you the Prayer. 
Book alove (in consistency with it 
self) than it can the Bible adone 
Consequently,ifnot in circumstances 
always to give both, you must neces- 
sarily and proportionably be reduced 
in the opportunities of giving either. 
And if, on the other hand, you libe- 
rally distribute “ the wedded pair,” 
you have the satisfaction, nine (imes 
out of ten, to know, that on one sit 

or the other you must have ine a 
superfluous donation. The obvious 
inconvenience attending such a rule, 
could net, but for its wetness 
have escaped the profound mind ¢ 


the Professor, who, we are ‘nclined 
to think, after all the * inquiries he 
rad instituted at various times, de 
mandinge close reasoning and pro- 
found thought, entered upon this 
subject’? with an Ou0n, that it ** re- 
quired > more “ penetration” than it 
actually does. Surely it does not 
require all the penetration of the 
Lady Margaret’s learned Professor 
of Divi inity to divine, that, asa matte 
of convenience in parochial arranges 
ments, it were preferable to her 
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Bibles and Prayer-books in separate 
yolumes Oh cur sheives, In order to 
ceive a Prayer-Book, wherever we 
shall lind none possessed, to eluci- 
late the Bivie 3; and a Bibie, on the 
neil: in case of that Important 
want, to confirm aud warrant the 
Prayer-Book. 

But we wiilingly hasten to the 
second, abd far more important and 
conclusive inquiry, ‘ whether the 
actual distribution of the Prayer. 
Book be hindered by the instituuon 
of a Briuush Bible Society.”—This, 
mdeed, as a question of LACT, em- 
bracing an inquiry into the number 
of Prayer-Books actually printed, 
distributed in charity, or 
otherwise, since the institution of 
this Society, IN comparison with en 
_ period of time before 
event, we shall, forthe present, waive: 
not, indeed, through fear; but 
through a kind of hardy confidence 
nour own Independent speculations, 
eau conviction that those, 
Wiose arguments i most nearly con- 
cerns, would have proved, if they 
coud, that any diminution whatever 
place 3 Or, at least, that 
the dreaded disrespect and negiect 
oi the "pitas had not issued in any 
nereased sale or distribution of that 
incomparable manual which distin- 
culshes us as churchmen.—Of the 
pect, we are to speak 

' the Sd head: the present con- 

> us to the inguiry, whether 
vte be any tendency to be appre- 
‘cuded, in this dangerous institu. 
ton, towards the hegiect or hinder- 
dice of the actual distribution of the 
Pr. yer-Book, The Professor, “ ap- 
Dealing tono facts whatever, deduces 
any ference by the sole aid of ab- 
“tact reasoning’? ..... “that the 
‘ery circumstance of churchmen 
Jing this Society, though it does 
‘olactually prevent their procuring 
ayer-Books elsewhere, has a natu- 
nla and necessary tendency to dimi- 
iy In the opinion of churchmen 
therase Ives, both the importance of 
‘he Liturgy and the consequent fre- 
“ency of its distribution.” (pp. 56 
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58.) We ure inclined, we confess, 
to regard this position as wholly un- 
founded ; and, certainly, the argu- 
ments by wiich it is supported, are 
far mere sophistical than solid. To 
his reasoning» on this head, we pre- 
sume to oppose what seem to us the 
plain conclusions of common sense, 
fuunded on the observation of the 
world around us. 

We here take some credit to our- 
selves in the eyes of Dr. Marsh, for 
dividing the world between the sub- 
scribers and the non-subscribers to 
the Society in Bartlett’s Buildings. 
The alleee d discouragement, there- 
fore, of the distribution ef Prayer- 
Books, must be felt in one or beth of 
those two classes. Now, of the sub- 
ers to that venerable socety, if 
Dr. Marsh entertains the opinion 
which he ought, he will allow that 
they are actuated, in subse: ibing, by 
a sound principle of attachment to 
our Est: ablishment, end by a sense ot 
the importance of that 
pillar of the Establishment. 
so actuated, to hear of the 
Bible Society, of its principles, and 
of its success. Suppose, jor we will 
put the wsrst case, sig caught with 
the fire of enthusiasm, and ravished 
with the sidlowaded idea of flying, 
like the angel, through the midst of 
heaven, with the ev erl: isting Gospel 
to preach unto them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, kin- 
dred, tongue, and people, he actually 
writes his name in the fatal list, and 
furnishes bis guinea tothe plan. Is 
it, we ask, not “the natural and ne- 
cessary.’’ but the actual and practical 
tendency of this act, either to with- 
draw such a man from hts original 
society, or to limit the conscientious 
efforts we suppose he has hitherto 
made, in connection with her, for the 
simple and obviously necessary dis- 
tribution of hisChurch Prayer-Book? 
We repeat it, we have no such opi- 
nion of the unsteadiness, we should 
say the weakness, of any one of our 
fellow members in Bartlett’s Build- 
ings, even to suspect that such could 
be the result. We should, in fact, 
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expect his relations with that society 
to remain unaltered. We _ should 
not wonder (we speak the FACT in 
regard to ourselves) if he never drew 
a book for his own neighbourhood, 
hut as before from Bartlett’s Build- 
ings. We think it incredible, that 
the man should now begin to feel it 
as a matter of indificrence, whether 
his poor neighbours carrieda Prayer- 
Hook to their church or not. On 
the contrary, we should be much 
surprised if his care, on this head, 
were not even guickened ; and if 
(est he might appear to slight an 
old friend, by making acquaintance 
with a new) his zeal were not re- 
animated, and fresh exertions added, 
were it but to maintain his consis- 
tency, and to justify his old attach- 
ments. If otherwise, we would, at 
least, go farther in our suspicions, 
and suggest, that could a man be 
cooled in his attachment to such a 
cause, he would withdraw himself 
altogether, and transfer his name, at 
once, from Bartlett’s Buildings to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 
(f{ such a transfer has been made ; 
if an individual instance can be 
named, let it be so, and we will 
name a dozen for each one, where 
the Bible Society has acted as the 
channel to convey subscribers to its 
venerable neighbour. Indeed, we 
honestly believe that Dr. Marsh in- 
tends no such imputation on the 
members of his own Church, and 
Church-Society. We doubt if he 
does not, in his sleeve, shrewdly sus- 
pect, perhaps snow, that the mem- 
2ers common to both societies, are 
about the most useful and active 
members of both. To take a name 
at random, though familiar to us all, 
would Dr. Marsh willingly enter in- 
to a comparison of the number of 
Prayer-Books yearly distributed by 
himself, and by Mr.Simeon of King’s 
College! Will he hazard the ques- 
tion? Will he encounter the reply ? 
- + oj. ++ . Meque timoris 

Argue tu, Drance; quando tot stragis 

acervos 
Teucrorum tua dextra dedit, passimque 
tropeis 
Insignis agros 
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But, perhaps, the non-subscribers 
to Bartlett’s Buildings are those trom 
whom the Professor expects indif. 
ference to the Liturgy, and the neg- 
lect of its distribution. And go 
should we too, provided they knew 
of the society, which many mem- 
bers of the Church of England cer- 
tainly did not till after the institu. 
tion of the Bible Society ; and pro- 
vided they had no reason to appre- 
hend that the black-ball which 
marked the application of some of 
their brethren might not have been 
extended to them. We speak, of 
course, of Churchmen who could 
spare a guinea, and, for argument’s 
suke, before the erection of the Bible 
Society. Now if a Churchman, be- 
fore that period, hearing of the elder 
association, yet refused his guinea to 
its funds, and altogether declined its 
assistance, even the ‘* profound 
thought” of Lady Margaret’s Pro- 
fessor would never have imputed 
that man’s indifference to the Litur- 
gy or to its patrons, supposing this 
to have been the cause of his con- 
duct, to the ex fost facto institution of 
a Bible Society. But, perhaps, the 
Society in Bartlett’s Buildings had 
never been heard of by the man. 
The Bible Society is in the mean 
time instituted : and we own it to be 
highly probable, that he may first 
have heard of and subscribed to this. 
Surely Dr. Marsh will allow that this 
is better than actually nothing. To 
vive away Bibles by subscription, 
and Prayer-Books, as he might have 
done before from his own fund, Js 
not a state of things having a natural 
and necessary tendency to ruin his 
principles in regard to his church. 
And a benefit, on the other hand 
accruing to that church may be this: 
that such a person now, for the first 
time, hears of Bartlett’s Buildings 
By the Bible Society, this older on? 
has in a thousand different way? 
been brought into notice. And the 
person, though made no eneniy tothe 
church, we must assert, by havin§ 
first distributed the Bibie, yet is nov 
in the utmost likelihood of becom!"s 
its more active friend, by hearing ° 
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a society where he can also procure 
Prayer-books. The debate, now tak- 
ing place in his mind, to which he 
shall continue his support, would be 
like:y, in a great majority of cases, 
to terminate In his subscribing to 
both : and we are persuaded he who 
da'es, from that period, any indif- 
ference whatever to the distribution 
of the Liturgy of his estabiished 
church, was such a friend to it be. 
fore as Dr. Marsh himself would have 
accounted, and wished rather to sce, 
openly belonging to Its enemies. 
Such then, we are vain enough 
to think, is the common sense upon 
this subject. The sum of which, in 
one word, we believe to be this— 
that, of subscribers to the Burtiett’s 
Buildings, not one will have less cis- 
tributed the Liturgy for having jo:n- 
ed himself to the Bible Society ; and 
of non-subscribers to the former, 
many will, by the operation of the 
latter, have been led to distribute 
more. This inference, be it observ- 
ed also, is ** deduced by the sole aid 
of abstract reasoning, without any 
appeal to facts.’’......%¢ But facts may 
be produced, and facts incontrovert- 
ble, which put the ¢rurh of the in- 
ference beyond a doubt.” (p. 59.) 
Tne FACT is, and, as we wish Dr. 
Marsh to be put into entire posses- 
sion of the fac‘, we shall print it in 
very targe letters; SINCE THE 
INSTITUTION OF THE BIBLE 
SOCIETY, THE SALE AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF PRAYER- 
BOOKS HASINCREASED PRO- 
DIGIOUSLY 3; and this indepen- 
dently of an increased circulation of 
Prayer-books by the Bartlett’s Build- 
Ings Society. Should Dr. Marsh, 
atier this assertion, call upon us in 
Private, not to prove its truth, for 
that he can easily ascertain, but to 
rejoice with ws upon it, and fora 
short moment talk over the reason, 
we should humbly argue, with all 
(ue submission to the Professor’s 
Contrary opinion, that the Bible leads 
Men to church ;—that no one ever 
"eat to church who was not ambi- 
‘tous, and did not actually take the 
Christ. Observ. No, 123. 
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means to possess himself,ofa Prayer- 
book ;—and that con-sequentiy the 
immensely increased circulation of 
the Bible has aiso led to a propor- 
lionate circulation of the Liturey, 


S. But here, it istrue, the @: cud 
begins to shake beneath our toi: 


the scene shifts, and anew prospect 
strewed with new arms of coutro- 
versy opens before us, whilst we 
turn to the third and very ditferent 
question of difficulty in the Protes- 
sor’s mind, “ whether at least the 
respect for the Liturgy be not cimi- 
nished by the institulion and opera- 
tions of a Bible Society.” Having 
fairly, as we think, succeeded, hi- 
therto, in divorcing, only as it re- 
spects thelr vecessary union in one 
volume or one wilt, these truly con- 
genial companions ; and having 
proved, as we hope, that the distri- 
bution of the Liturgy Js at least not 
lessened by that of the Bible ; we are 
ready still to allow it to be a very 
different question whether this par- 
tial disunion of the two, and a so- 
ciety for giving the Bible alone muy 
not gradually create a disrespect in 
the minds of men at large, if nota 
distaste, towards the Liturgy. And 
here we should have no objection to 
grant that Dr. Marsh had in differ 
entplaccs set forth this apprehension 
ina manner likely to be of service 
to the cause of the Liturgy, weve it 
possible for us to admit for a mo- 
ment that the apprehension itself 
had the least ground of solidity or 
justice to rest upon. But unfortu- 
nately the Professor of Divinity 
seems to us to have made an assum p- 
tion, throughout the whole of this 
argument, at once contrary to the 
fact, and most inconsistent with thuse 
sieady principles of churchmanship 
for which itis at once his duty and 
his profession to plead. We stand 
corrected if we say untruly, that the 
Professor speaks of our church as 
containing a system of fatth which 
borrows all its peculiar force from 
the authority connected with it, and 
which has no mote intrii s c streneth 
or evidence for its truth than what 
2B 
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might be deduced from the Bible by 
* Protestants of the Church of Scot- 
land or of the Confession of Aug. 
burg ; by Arminian and Calvinistic 
Protestanis ; nay even by the Mo. 
ravians, the Methodists, the Bap- 
tisis, the Quakers, and even the 
Jumpers, the Dunxers, und Sweden- 
borgians. Since Protestantism as- 
sumes so maby forms, men speak 
quite indefinitely, ii they speak of it 
without explaining what kind they 
mean..... dow can we know, if we 
give the Bible only, what sor of 
Prosestantism will be deduced irom 
it.” (pp. 14, 15.) With much more 
to the same elect, (pp. 11, 19, 52,) 
ke. &&. Now we must contess we 
think this treatment of the Liturgy 
far more disrespectful, and far more 
calculated to excite disrespect, to- 
wards it, than any thing averred by 
his opponents, or attributed to the 
operations of the Bible Society. As 
churchmen, we feel anxious for the 
very widest distribution of the Bible, 
not only because we think we read 
in it the Church of England our- 
selves, but because we think every 
undiassed reader of it, of whatever 
sect or persuasion he be, ought, in 
the main, to do so too. If, witha 
great champion of the church, we 
hold most fully that it is neither 
Calvinistic, Arminian, nor Lutheran, 
but strictly scriptural ;* we see a 
strong connection between this pro- 
position and its converse, that the 
Bible breathes neither Calvinism 
strictly, nor Arminianism, nor Lu- 
theranism 3; by which we mean the 
violences and eccentricities of any 


one of these sects (and much less of 


the Jumpers and the Dunkers); but 
the pure, the mild, the wise, the 
truly liberal, and essentially chari- 
table spirit and language, not of ve- 
neralised Protestantism, but of the 
Church of England. We believe, not 
that the violences of sects derived 
from the Bible need the correction 
of a Prayer-book ; but that the er- 
rors of sects derived from their own 
heated imaginations, find their best 


* «6 Si sic omnia dixisset '”” 
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corrective in the Bible itself. We 
believe that the study of the Bible 
itself, particularly as conducted by 
the humble and unsophisticated 
mind of a poor man, essentially pu- 
ritics him from tie CP@reeshich dis- 
qualify, and imbues him witha, 
feelings and principles which qua- 
lify him tor a true and genuine son 
of tbe Church of England. We be- 
licve the Bible alone to be no fit in- 
strument in the hands of enthu- 
slasts, schismatics, or heresiatchs ; 
and that iis found universally ne- 
Ccssary to sustain their views of 
scriptural doctrine by a large addi- 
tion of appropriate tracts and mis- 
coloured statements of truthb.—Hlow, 
then, can we, maintaining this be- 
lict, coincide, at all, with Dr.Marsh’s 
opinion, that the Bible alone, either 
given or studied, * naturally and ne- 
cessarily tends’’ to produce a disre- 
spect for the Liturgy. And is itnot 
obvicus, how large a disrespect for 
it must be, first of all, actually en- 
eendered in our ewn minds, before 
we can bring down cur belief en this 
head to a level with the opinion, we 
should say, the fears. held by a Cam- 
bridge Professor of Divinity.* We 
confess, our respect for the Liturgy 
of the church of England is of an- 
other order than to excite a wish in 
our minds to see it necessarily ap- 
pended, toevery charity Bible, as an 
actof uniformity, or any other act 
of the Legislature, to an_ official 
Prayer-book, Such a frolical view 
of things savours too much of the 
invidious representations of a Too- 
rood, to mect our taste : and we I) 
stinctively shrink from an attempt 
so derogatory, in our minds, nay, S° 
destructive, to the honour of the 


*TItis curious to see how these great met 
can let the most important points slip out 
of their hands, which they are confident o! 
being able to take up again and argue suc 
cessfully on their own grounds, If the @e- 
vout study of the Bible necessarily led t0 
the approbation of the Liturgy, why | : 
still rejected by Dissenters?” (p- 16.) 
Surely a “respect for the Liturgy” would 
lead rather to the answer which is sugges 
ed above. Surely Dr. Marsh “ forgets 
that he is a churchman,”’ 
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Liturgy, as that which, having 
stripped it of its native worth, and of 
an influence superior to and owned 
by kings and councils themselves, at 
leng rin sends it forth into the world 
authorized and accredited as a mere 
act of parliament. 

These allusions, indeed, lead us 
back to other times, and necessarily 
remind us of what Dr. Marsh has 
remarked upon the Puritan history. 
We can but glance here at a subject 
which might filla volume. It must 
only be observed, that the pamphlet, 
while it states, as we admit, most 
ably, though most invidiously, that 
disrespect for the Liturgy which 
marked the progress of those trou- 
blous times, seems yet to us to have 
completely failed in the most impor- 
tant point, viz. the proof that such 
disrespect of the Liturgy arose from 
the distribution, or even the study, 
of the Bible, apart from theLiturgy.* 
We are not aware of any increased 
exertions whatever, made at that 
period, for the propagation of the 
single unsophisticated word of life 
a without note or comment,” either 
at home or abroad. On the contra- 
ry, the land rung, from end to end, 
with notes orcomments of the most 
mischievous tendency. And, if we 
sought for antithesis, we should 
rather say, in answer to Dr. Marsh, 
that the grievance of those times 
was the study of the Liturgy, and 
of its insidious rivals, afart from the 
Bible. We believe, from the Bible 
being at that time much less preva- 


* It is true, Dr. Marsh has introduced a 
rather unseemly quot: ation from a most 
(uestionable divine, and often impure poet, 
Drvden, to prove, wh at nobody ever doubt. 
ed, that tire Bible was used w inhout the Li- 
lurey, by the Puritans, after thev had se- 


ce i d from the establishment (p. 41.) We 


Oly mention this to admonish our “Lady 
Mar ‘raret Professor of Divinity, that every 


_ Witer is responsible forthe language which 


t¢ quotes with approbation : and that it is 


| ie of verv de -cent even to excite a prejudice 


‘sainst his opponents, by the delicate al- 
isons of Dryden, & to horny fists itching 
‘0 expound a fly blown text,” &ce. &e., 
thins uh a quotation of twenty-two verses. 
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lent than now, though not we trust 
the Prayer-Book more so, that the 
preponderating influence of mere 
liturgical studies gave the exact turn 
to affairs which led tothe temporary 
overthrow of the English Church. 
‘The hood, the surplice, the cross In 
buptism, the position of the altar, 
and the attitude before it,were things 
likely to captivate that attention 
which was not calied to higher ob- 
jects. And of mere ceremonies, 
however harmless in themselves, or 
however wise, yet as being subject 
to the full discussion of human rea- 
son, we Cun easily anticipate, when 
so discussed, the final result. End- 
less diversity of opinion, from being 
the probable, became the actual, con- 
sequence. Men of heated imagina- 
tions saw heresy, superstition, and 
popery, inscribed on every page of 
the ritual. Not having been versed 
sufficiently, beforehand, inthe sfrrit 
of those Scriptures which prescribe 
love as the first and great command- 
ment, with “decency and order’’ as 
the true essence of ceremonies, they 
now ransacked the Scriptures, not as 
their daily manual, but as an autho- 
rized text-book from which they 
might draw the pros and cons of 
their inveterate controversy. A con- 
troversy this was, be it never for- 
rotten, which took ground, not upon 
the absence, but upon the presence 5 
hot upon the neglect, but the autho- 
ritative and compulsory enforcement 
of the Liturgy. Itisa fact strongly 
to be insisted upon, and in which it 
is hoped Dr. Marsh will find ample 
“ matter for serious reflection at the 
present period,” that it was an un- 
advised enforcement of the Liturgy 
and of its ceremonies at that parti- 
cular juncture, first in Scotland and 
afterwards in England, that made 
Charles the first,a martyr, and Arch- 
bishop Laud his precursor at the 
block. We are not, it is true, ap- 
prehensive of any such consequen- 
ces from the pamphlet of Dr.Marsh ; 
because every thing he has said on 
the subject, if not very convincing, 
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is, nevertheless, contained within 
the just bounds of free discussion ; 
and we hear of no measure ot Go- 
vernment, nor even of Bartlett’s 
Buildings, to be founded upon it. 
But, we confess, we look for our 
greatest Security against such vio- 
Jences to the estubiishment of this 
very Bible Society : and could we, 
with our present experience, have 
reverted to former times; did we at 
all apprehend the same evils from 
the same cause In our own, we should 
not now {cel ourselves at any loss 
for the advice proper to be offered 


for averting those evils. We are 
not afraid to venture our humble 


opinion, that if a Bible Society had 
in those times been established with 
all the “ pomp and circumstance” of 
the present one, and immediately 
under the eve and wing of the go- 
vernment, it would have been the 
wisest expedient ever devised under 
Providence for checking the grow- 
ing discontents against the Liturgy, 
for diverting the attention of men in- 
to another channel, and for preserv- 
ing to posterity that great blessing 
unsullied, which we have now re- 
ceived through seas of blood. Be- 
fore we dismiss the Puritans, we can- 
not resist what we confess Is a strong 
temptation viz. an appeal to an au- 
thority which we have no doubt Dr. 
Marsh will fully admit, though di- 
rectly against his own assertion, that 
‘some time before the Lituro-y was 
formally abolished, we may discover 
in the writings of the English di- 
vines. not only vf the vpuritanical, 
but even of the royal party, such 
traces of indifference, in this respect, 
as will assist us in explaining the 
subsequent events.”* (p. 50.) Now 

*Dr Marsh is not fond of answering 
challenges made to him in print, efse we 
should ask him for énxstances IN whieh di- 
vines of the roval party betrayed the in- 
ufterence” here mentioned in their writ- 
ings ; or even divines of the puritanical par- 
ty, separate from doubts as to certain usages 


or expressions in the Liturgy, which of 
‘course Dr. M. will see is quite another 


thing from indifference in this respect.” 
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what says Clarendon, speaking of 
the very period appealed to by Dr, 
Marsh, of 1640-1, just previous to 
the Committee of Religion 2? * They 
[i. e. the few chiefs, during the ab- 
sence of the great body of parlia. 
ment] entered upon debate of the 
Book of Common Prayer (which 
sure at that time was much reverenc. 
ed throughout the kingdom*), and 
proposed, in regard, they said, many 
things in it gave offence, at least um- 
brage, to tender consciences, that 
there might be liberty to disuse it; 
which proposition was so ugracious, 
that though it was made In a_thin 
house, and pressed by those who 
were of the greatest power and au- 
thority [i. e. the Puritan leaders] it 
was so far from being corsented to, 
that by the major part (the house 
consisting then of about six score) it 
was voted, ‘ that 7t should be duly ob- 
served. ?? Clar. B.iv. sub. init. We 
need not add how much the com- 
plexion attributed by Dr. Marsh to 
those times suits 4zs argument; and 
how much the actual fact, on the au- 
thority of Clarendon, supports our 
own views as explained above. 
Were we to descend from Calvin- 
ists of ancient to those of modern 
times; In both of whom, equally, Dr. 
Marsh would hint a “ secret. at 
tachment as well to the dzscipline as 
to the doctrine of Calvin, though 
they continue to affect a regafd for 
the Liurgy,”? &e. 5 we shouid offer 
but one hint in return, in which we 
imagine cur Cambridze Professor 
will find “additional matter fer se 
rious reflection.” It is this, thatit 
is dangerous to select authorities a& 
random in support of questionable 
opinions 5; and that in doing so, he 
bas unfortunately appealed to a bl 
shop as author of a ‘sermon on the 
excelleucy and usefulness of the 


*We recollect John Bunyan to have said 
somewhere or other, in his quaint way, that 
such was his respect at one time for the Li- 
turgy, “that he verily believed he worship: 
ped it, down to the very surplice of the ee 
son, the candlestick, and the parish clerk: 
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Common-Prayer,’’ worthy to be re- 
commended to every member of the 
Bible Society, whom, doubtless, he 
knows by this time*® to have been a 
notorious Calvinist. Such was the 
gical and pious Bishop Beveridge : 
and we leave Dr. Marsh to fight out 
with the shade of that illustrious 
champion of the English Church the 
posions “that a man who adopts 
the doctrines of Calvin cannot be 
zralously attached to our English 
Liturgy. ....be may i Many respects 
have a great regard for 1t......but can- 
not have much fain ip parting with 
it, us it abounds with passages so de- 
cisive of Conditional salvation that no 
ingcuuity Can torture them into the 
Janeuage of absolute decrees.’ + 

But allowing bim sull to impute 
tovur more modern Calvinistssmem- 
bers of the Chureh of England and 
of the Bible Socieiy, some disres- 
pect for the Liturgy, even after the 
tuition of their above-mentioned bi- 
shop; hew shall we acquit Dr M. 
himself of some disrespect towards 
the church using tbat inturgy, when 
he brings into question the very 
priuciples end churchmanship of 
no less a person than the present 
Aichbishop of Canterbury ; and we 
nivht add also the present Bishop 
of London, and other bishops and 
Giunitaries of the Church of Eng- 
land! We are afraid of overwhelm- 
ing our Professor by the sucdenness 
and violence of this accusation. But 
lo make good the charge, we have 
Only to appeal to the list of names 
prefixed toacertain institution, call- 
ed the Naval and Military Bible So- 
ciety, of which the great personage 
alluded to we understand to be pre- 
sicent, and the Bishop of London to 


* We throw inthis doubt from a doubt- 
fi expression in a note, page 41, which 
Sneaks © not only of Bishop Beveridge, but 
teen of the Calvinistic divinesabove quoted ” 
did the Professor then know that Bishop 
Beveridge was himself a Calvinistic divine ? 
T If Dr. Marsh doubts the fact of the 
walvinism of Bishop Beveridge, let him, be- 
ae he expresses that doubt in public, read 
vc, Private Thoughts and the sermons of 
“8s Dios and excellent prelate, 
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have become a vice-president, after 
the warning he had received trom 
the actual publication of Dr. Marsh’s 
pamphlet. This is a society founded 
exactly upon the principles of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society ; 
with no test; excluding the Litur- 
gy; and distributing the Bible alone 
through every channel of the navy 
and army. Surely the disrespect 
for the Liturgy dreaded by Dr. 
Marsh, from a society extensively 
established upon such principles, 
cannot be altered in knd, when 
dreaded {rom one of a more limited 
nature : and the alarmist can have 
no reason for congratulating himself 
upon the fact, that archbishops and 
bishops are taking the means for 
propagating that disrespect amongst 
so important a body as our navy and 
army. The army, he will remem- 
ber, under Cromwell, was that which 
mainly concerned itself in “ agi- 
tating’? questions of church govern- 
ment and liturgical usages. The 
navy are proverbial for their consi- 
deration on religious subjects. And 
when both these bodies shall see the 
Liturgy actually sacrificed by the 
Charch in order to admit Dissenters 
into the Naval and Military Bible 
Society, what must Dr. Marsh anti- 
cipate of their sentiments upon that 
Liturgy?) Whatcan, in short, be the 
result, in his fears, of this “ gene. 
ralising’? system, particularly when 
adopted by such high authority, but 
“THE RUIN OF THAT PARTY 
WHICH MAKES THE SACRI- 
FICE ° p. 62. 

4. Leaving, then, the ingenuity of 
Lady Margaret’s Professor of Divi- 
nity to explain away the apparent 
inconsistency into which those ex- 
alted personages seem to us to have 
been led, by that high degree of 
caution mixed with zeal, which, 
after all, are both so necessary, 
though so difficult of union, in the 
first stations of the church; we find 
ourselves called down once more, 
from the pleasanter regions of rail- 
lery, to the stern ** arena’’ of dis- 
cussion, by an allusion which leads 

















































— 











rich es Se ; . Fi 
2s : . 
¥ = * ~> : . oS 7 m 





ee ee 








ue 
Be eed, 


3 Sek aero : f 
—f - 
aoioste gc inane cea am nae 


ee ee ee 


186 Review of Dr. Marsh on the Bible Socicty. 


us to the 4th head of inquiry, viz. 
** whether in general the concession 
to the Dissenters of the omission of 
the Church-of-England Liturgy, be 
not injurious to the interests or the 
dignity of that church.”? Its inte- 
rests, indeec, we must consider as 
fuily discussed under the preceding 
heads: where we hope it is frroved, 
that neither is the distribution ofthe 
Prayer-book diminished, nor a dis- 
respect for it engendered, by the in- 
stituuion of a society for giving away 
the Bible alone. But we allow, that 
in every question of state, interest 
and dignity are almost synonymous 
terms: and that we cannot imagine 
any full security for the interest of 
any establishment which does not 
also cover its dignity. And therefore, 
though under this head we shal! dis- 
cuss the only remaining point ofdig- 
nity, yet we shall consider ourselves 
in that discussion as virtually con- 
ducting also the question of its in- 
terest. 

Now we must say, in the very 
short space which we can allow our- 
selves for this head, that the reason- 
ings of the Professor here are by far 
the most fallacious, as well as the 
miost Invidious, to be found in his 
whole pamphlet. The question 
seems to us to resolve itself entirely 
into the truth or falsehood of the 
‘ollowing position, in p 56.: * Is 
it not owing to the dissenting iInflu- 
ence, that when the society distri- 
butes Bibles at home, these Bibles 
are not accompanied with Praycr- 
books?” To which we are bold to 
answer, .Vu 3 but to the constitution 
ofthe society ; and itis a most lnvi- 
dious confusion of language to iden- 
tify the fundamental laws of any 
establishment or ussociation wha'so- 
ever, with the preponderating influ- 
ence of one party in it over another 
afier its formation.* 

* Dr. Marsh’s argument obviously ap- 


plies with equal force to the Archbishop of 


Canterbury’s Naval and Military Bible So- 
Gi iety. It is owing then to the dissenting 
influence that when this society distributes 
Bibles to our army and navy, those Bibles 
are not accompanied with Pr ayer-B ooks ? 


Influcnee, if 
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we understand the word rightly, is 
a uniform pervading operative prin- 
ciple, which, seen and felt once in 
the operations of any body of men, 
will be always seen and felt in the 
same proportion. Now we do not 
hear that the Dissenters unilornily 
maintain that influence overthe Bibie 
Society, in its subsequent measures, 
which Dr. Marsh attributes to them 
in its first formation. 

Influence, we conceive, implies 
some decree of contest, some diffe- 
rence of opinion in the first instance, 
which at length terminates in the 
submission of the weaker to the 
stronger party. We do not hear 
that it ever was a question at all, 
with the framers of this institution, 
whether the Prayer-book in Eng: 
land should be sewed up with the 
Bible, or given with it. Influence, 
we should conceive, implies at least 
some superiority of weight or 
numbers on the side where it is 
strongest : at least it requires some 
assignable proportion of magnitude 
in the party conquering, when com- 
pared with that of the party yield- 
ing. Now in this cuse, it is curious 
that Dr. Marsh answers himscif; 
and, ona very possible supposition 
that there might be a great “ pre- 
ponderance on the part of the 
church,” quits his own word In 
fluence,” and declares, that nothing 
‘could alter tie conséicution of the 
Society.”’ Very true ; it could not: 
and suppose there were but a single 
Dissenter to be admitted into the so- 
ciety, it is evident that “ influence” 
would be a most inappropriate word 
for the necessity that would sul 
exist, on his single ¢ presence, lo: 
omitting the Liu: 

The point, the iim tobe proved; 
in order to save the dign Mity of the 
Church of England in this union 
with the Dissenters, is, that with 4 
benefit to be attained, equal to any 
concession in itse/f safe, there be 
an absolute necessity proved for 
ene that concession to atta 
that benefit. On the Jencfit, the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures, we #6 
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quite agreed. On the safety of the 
concession 77 itself, we have written 
with litthe effect in our preceding 
pages, if any reasonable doubt can 
be entertained. On the necessity of 
it, therefore, it only remains for us 
brielly to state, that it plainly rests 
on the most infallible grounds. [or 
jn one word we may Say, it is utterly 
impossible, in the nature of things, 
that Dissenters, sull remaining dis- 
senters, should join with us in dis- 
tribuung the Prayer-book. Whereas 
itis z20¢ impossidle for Churchmen, 
remaining churchmen, to join with 
Dissenters in distributing the Scrip- 
tures. We, itis true, om; but we 
omit that which we are able imme- 
diately from other quarters to sup- 
ply: they, on the contrary, would 
commit an act which they never 
could recall. Wedo not here, be it 
well understood, bring a sin of omis- 
sion against a sin of commission: 
for these, we are taught by divines, 
know no distinction whatever. But 
lis a Comparison between what 
must be asin in the eyes of a dis- 
senter, and what may or may not 
become a sin to ourselves according 
to circumstances. Lor no one surely 
would impute it as sin to a church. 
mui, ify with the 7d/e alone in one 
hand obtained from the Bible Soci- 
ety, he enters a cottage with a Pray- 
er-book In the other received from 
Bartlett’s Buildings. In fact,on the 
cormer supposition, guilt is incurred 
“Ss a matter of necessity; In the 
latter, only accidentally and at will. 
Who then can doubt for a moment, 
even on this confined, and as we 
shail shew presently, mistaken view 
ol the question, on which side the 
sucriiice ought inreason to be made? 
Who can charge the yielding side 
With loss of dignity in the act, when, 
nn truth, to have but made the 


| 0Pposite proposal, would have been 


“t Once to surrender the dignity 
of common sense. True dignity 
knows aS well how to concede, as 
hov to maintain a tight, and is In- 
deed as stately in her retrocession 
asin her advance. 
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** With goddess-like demeanour forth she 
went 
Not unattended, for on her as a queen 
A pomp of winning graces waited sull.”* 
But after all; as we have hinted, 
this is a mere quibble, a mere play 
upon words, apart from the reality 
of things. The commonest reflec- 
tion wiil tell us, that in the Bible 
Society, Dissenters have yielded up 
that which is as necessary to main- 
tulin their cause, and consequently 
their dignity, as the liturgy is essen- 
tial to churchmen. In this respect, 
as in many others, Dr. Marsh affords 
the best answer to himself. * When 
I hear of a Swedish or Danish Pro- 
testant (namely one who belongs to 
the church established in those 
countries) | know that it means a 
person whose religion is the Bible 
only, but the Bible as expounded jn 
the Confession of Augsburg.’? And 
so “the Protestant of the Church of 
Holland’? expounds his Protestant. 
ism “ by the Synod of Dort.’”’ p. 14. 
And this is brought to illustrate the 
Church of England’s Protestantism 
being that of her Liturgy and Arti- 
cles. But is it, we ask, to be sup- 
posedthat estadiished churches alone 
have their appeal to Articles,Synods, 
and Confessions ? Is there no corres- 
ponding bond of union, no standard 
of rendezvous necessary to the diffe- 
rent classes of Dissenters; 7. e. of 
those whom Dr. Marsh would call 
churches not established 2? We verily 
believe, if our Dissenters would 
speak out, as many have done, they 
would confess that the Articles of 
our church, nay, even its Liturgy, are 
as necessary to keep them together 
as ourselves. “Time has been, when 
they have themselves owned a sub- 
scription to Articles: and the ob- 


* The best comment on this passage may 
be uniformly observed at the general meet- 
ings of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, inthe marked respect (evidently the 
“ homage of the heart”) paid to those ve- 
nerable prelates who honour that meeting 
with their presence ; and in the general at- 
tention and precedence always yielded, on 
that and every other occasion, to the mem 
bers of the Established Church. 


— 
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jection of some to our own has been 
that they were not sufficiently com- 
prehensive. Our very points of dif- 
ference from them are useful, in 
shewing what they are not to be- 
lieve—a point sometimes as neccs- 
sary for ofinionists to ascertain, as 
what they are to believe. 

But to come at once to the point, 
where are the Dissenters, the 1eli- 
glonists of any class whatever, “from 
China to Peru,” who have not their 
own book, or their own proper note 
to distinguish them from ali others? 
The Socinians themselves, the most 
* generalising,’ of all Protestants, 
have they not their ow Bible, their 
“ new version,’’* iheir neretical pre- 
faces, notes and comments? Wiil 
not the Quaker, “soaring indeed toa 
height in pure Protestantism” which 
defies the ken of ali synods, creeds, 
formularies, and forms,still take care, 
if you are a neighbour of his, that 
you shall have a Barclay’s Apology 
lying upon your table ? What wou!d 
the Presbyterian be without his As- 
sembly’s Catechism ; or the In<e- 
pendent without his tracts, never- 
failing tracts, of no neutral or indif- 
ferent tenor, but calculated, in the 
most express way, to prepossess the 
reader in favour of his own particu- 
Jar views or feclings? The Bibie 
alone, it is true, is, to many of the 
Dissenters, Bible and Liturgy too. 
But is it a matter of entire indiffe- 
rence to them, where you go to hear 
that Bible explained? Are they satis- 
fied to send a huge box of Bibles 
into some obscure but populous vil- 
lage or country town, where the 
rector is seen but once a year, and 
the curate but once a fortnight ! 
No! they have an effectual, a spcak- 
ing, Liturgy for such a place as 
this; and minister after minister, 
catechist after catechist, shall go 
forth to enforce the lessons of that 


* Is it no concession made by the dis- 
senters tothe church, grant it necessarily 
made,—z e. by the constitution of the Soci- 
ety,—that no version of the Scriptures is 
used but the authorized version, set forth 
by public authority, “as appointed to be 
read in churches ?” 
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Bible, and after their own form to 
draw iorth from “ the mouths of 
babes and sucklings” the accents 
of prayer and praise. What do we 
conclude then, but that the society 
which furnishes neither tracts nop 
ministers, pretaces to the Bible nor 
catechisins from it, is no peculiar 
friend to the Dissenters as such; no 
peculiar friend, 10 principle, either 
to the church or to the meeung. 
ach has still its whole work to do, 
in conformity with its own particu- 
lar views; and, having received its 
tools from the society, must pro- 
ceed to dui/d upon its own founda- 
tion. This, then, we conceive to be 
the fair practical view of the ques. 
tion concerning the surrender of 
private peculiarities, made by each 
in the Bible Society. And where the 
surrender is nearly of the same kind, 
and still more nearly of equal mag- 
nitude in both cases, the considera- 
tion of dignity may fairly be consi- 
dered as honourably adjusted. 

5. But we hasten to the fifth head 
of inquiry, a very important one 
truly, did our limits permit us to 
give it due place: which we the less 
regret they do not, as, however im- 
portant in itself, we do not think, 
afier what has been already 2d- 
vanced, it will be thought to bear 
much on the preseut question. It 
is this “ whether there be any se- 
cret or open analogy between the 
system of education proposed by 
Mr. Lancaster, and the institution 
of the Bible Society.’ This, we 
can easily see, is a very favourite 
subject with our Jearned Professor. 
And no wonder, for he bas studied 
it; he has preached upon it at 5t 
Paul’s, and gained, as he tells us! 
the honest glow of victory, “ an ho- 
nour to his sermon which he be- 
lieves was without precedent ; for 
at the first public meeting after 
wards at Bartlett’s Buildings (the 
Archbishop of Canterbury himsel! 
being in the chair),* it was resolved, 


* This great dignitary little expected the 
secret slur mentioned above, whichour 4 
thor was afterwards to cast upon his chs 
racter in this pamphlet ! 
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that the publication should not be 
deferred the usual time....but printed 
immediately....which gave rise to five 
octavo editions ot it, or 5000 copies.” 
_27. From this ** sermon at St. 
Paul’s,’? Dr. Marsh aiso gives us an 
important extract, tending to shew 
that his opinion has been invariable 
in regard to attaching the Liturgy to 
the Bibie, us “a gxuide to the Msta- 
bushed Church.’? Little did we 
think, we coniess honestly, when 
listening to many oi the senuments 
in that sermon with pieasure; wien 
hanging wpoa the fips of this deten- 
‘let of pi Liturgy ; when carricd 
away, as it were, by the manner of 
the preacher, bis distinct arucuia- 
tiou, glistening eye, vivid and extem- 
porancous air—iittle did we think 
that he was ail this watie secretly 
winding the toils of areument around 
our own feet, and entangling us sub- 
scribing members of the Urule Soci- 
ety in the inextricable mazes oi Lan- 
custerlan condemnation. Such, how- 
ever, (p. 28 of this pamphlet) was 
the case. * Between the system of 
Dr. Beil, and the practice of this (the 
Bartiett’s Buildings’) Society, which 
isa society for Bibles and Prayer- 
Books, there is the same analoyy as 
between the system of Mr. Lancaster 
and the other (the Bibie) Society, 
which isa society for &éles only. 
Lhe application of the principle to 
this other society was imfilied, how- 
ever, in the sermon, and not jormally 
exfjiressed, But when the Address 
to the Senate..........exhivited an ap- 
plicati ion of in principle to — SO- 
cicty by name,it was then discovered 
that the general principle, for w sich 
I had coniended, was equaliy direct- 
ed to the Lancas terian system and 
the Bible Soc lety. There isa rreat 
awkwardness in .he Zfalic sentence, 
leaving it doubtful whetner Dr. 
Marsh was aware or not of his own 
mtentions at the time of preaching 
that “sermon at St. Paul’s.’ Ora- 
cles are oftentimes best explained 
after the event. But be this as it 
May, it surely was an admirable ex- 
pedient for making an unpopuiar at. 
Christ. Obsery. No. 123. 


tack (which he owns an attack on the 
Bible Society must be) to conduct it 
under cover of a most popular and 
appropriate one, aod to couch it in 
terms which no one could possibly 
undersia bd Uli a@/ a firofer time and 
filace. ‘Lis not able furitan , trick,* 
(must we not cali it sof} can only 
find its parallel, where 1 general we 
read the best commentary on Dr. 
Marsh, viz. in bisown pages. Speake 
ing of the oath insidiously proposed 
by the Puritans, in pretence /o7 the 
Chureb of Engiand against Popery, 
but in efiect _— the lormer, he 
thus continues: “© The episcopal 
party, no ee we generalising 
system of the Purit: _ and suppose 
ing that the w ars ‘Protestant rell- 
cioh, expressed in the doctrine of the 
Church of England,’ meant the Pro- 
testant religion expressed in the Li- 
Urey, Ll. €.......a8 by law established, 
very readily concurred in this oath of 
Protestation. but they soon discover- 
ed, that the secret object of Live Pro- 
testution was to abolish instead of sup- 
porting the Liturgy, &c.” pp. 54, 35. 

How far Dr. Milner founc hin.self 
in the situation of the * episcopal 
party,” when Dr. Marsh addressed 
the Senate, we kiiow nol—we con- 
fess we were soourse!ves; and then, 
for the first time, discovered ibe 


close analogy which the Proicessor 


‘ This is not the only instance in which 
we catch our worthy opponents at a sort of 
rude imitation of the 2 
none of their most cred table cxoedients. 


neefan 2arcnhists im 
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Noth ing was more cor beormore vseful 
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in the © method of their maaness” thar the 
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Smaiiest raticr alaccount of them. vet were 
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Mmosi aciimirable arguing nfs anh ane cy CS Of 


these whe joeked up to the parliamentary 
leaders, as men endued with 4 pron we fic sa- 
eucity How far “ the distant pess:bilities 


of contingent evils,” not yet foreseen, 
though great/y aptrehended, by Dr Words- 
worth, the great alarmist of the dav, afford 
an argument against the Bible Society simi- 
lar to those against the ufo: page Charles, 

we leave to the sagacitv. . Marsh, at- 
tached to anal .zies, to suave 
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190 Review of 
had intended to insinuate, between 
the Bibie Society and the Lancas- 
terian system of Education. 

But whatever justice there may 
have been in Dr. Niarsh’s condem- 
nation of the system of Mr. Lancas- 
ter, we would take leave humbly to 
sugecst, that the analogy between 
that and the Bible Society may not 
be so close as it is eben. aepogongg 11 
this pamphlet. It seems to us, In- 
deed, to be an abalogy more faneiful 
than real, more ¢/2igrammatc than 
logical, ‘The case olf the two things 
actuaily stands thus: the Brole So- 
the Lancas- 
only 

them 
into comparison thus: * In the five 
first sections (cl ‘the sermon at St. 
Paul’s’) that prine:ple was applied 
to the instruction of children Z inthe 
sixth, to the @zsfruction ot adults ; 
andif the principle is gencrally true, 
it must no less apply to the latter 
than to the former.”? p. 25. Now 
is it not manifest, that the whole 
force of the snsedinar, according to 
WOers consists in the 
; application of the 
word tection ° So that if it be 
true that the Bible Society does not 
in the instruction of 
other 


cicty only gives Bibles ; 
terlan system hepadies children 
the Bible.* Dr. Marsh brin ys 

t 
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ern itself 
éés 1n the Bible only, as the 
dees in the 
» tne whole analogy, as to 
ult or danger to be 
expected from it, falls to the ground. 
Now, what can be plainer, than that 
the Bible Society has nothing at all 
to do with the instruction 
children ov adults? Is there any 
thing about it that in any degree en- 
titles it to the namie of @ system ? 
Wo we hear that it has given birth to 
any system of education whatsoever 5 
or that Lancaster’s 7:rzor system of 
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the case, 
z° ? ? 

little doubt. 


however, has not always been 
if it be the case now, which wea 
‘the Collects, Epistles, and 
Gospels, and the reading Psalms of our 
Liturgy, together with Mrs. Trimmer’s 
Qnestions on the Bible,were standing books, 
afew years bacr, in the schools of Mr. 
Tancaster: wheter they continue to be so, 
we cannot assert, 


i Dr. Marsh 


instruction of 


either of 


on the Bible Society. { March, 


education has been rendered more 
popular ; nay, has It not, on the con- 
trary, been vehemently suspected 


and opposed, since the Institution of 


the Bible Society ? Do aduits even 
read ihe Liturgy of the Charch, or 
the Tracts of Dissenters, demonstrg 
bly dess, since, as we hope, they hive 
learnt to read their bBibie more 2 
And, finally, does the act of giving, 
or receiving, or reading a Bible 
(which, we all aliow, cannot be too 
common), from a society which 
gives Bibles only, teach or instruct 
adults who do so, to disrespect that 
ub rayer-Book which may, and which 
actualiy does, accompany the gift 
even with ereater frequency than 
heretofore? The comparison, as we 
said, between the two things under 
discussion, runs thus: one only gives 
Bibles, the other teaches children 
only the Bible. Can any thing be 
more logical/y, more firactically dis- 
similar? If one person gives a child 
only a Bible, is he like another, who 
pre ecludes thatchild from every thing 
but a Bible ? Because one channel 
of trade furnishes me but with one 
article, it is therefore analogous to 
—what shall we say—the trading 
monopoly, the tyrannical edict,which 
tells me, that no article dut that shall 
beimported into my country? Justthe 
same analogy, then, that exists be- 
tween a fair shopkeeper and the 
empcror of the French nation, we 
imagine, will be found between the 
Bible Society and the Lancasterian 
system of education, as it is exhl- 
bited in the pages of Dr. Marsh. 
That the Bible Society, indced. 
furnishes weapons, let us rather say 
tools, with which each denomination 
of Christians, to use the fashionable 
language, may carry on its several 
operations, we do not deny. Neithe! 
do we deny, that the advocates 0! 
Mr. Lancaster might contend for his 
system, as affording, with limita: 
tions, or rather with large augmen: 
tations and additions, facility for edu- 
cating chiidren on Church-of-Eny- 
land as well as on other principles. 


But here the reply of Dr. Marsh 
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to Mr. Lancaster’s church friends now proposed to forego all the ad- 
would be, very fairly and properly, vantages ol that society, upon a mere 
‘Why not, then, adopt the plan of visionary analogy with the Lancas- 
Dr. Bell by name as wellas in sub- terian system, or a still more visiona- 
stance, Which, as I affirm, both was ry supposition of the sufficiency of 
prior to the other in time, andissu- Bartictt’s Buildings for all its pur- 
perior to it in some certain points!” — poses 

Out is there apy analogy in the two If our readers are as tired as we 
cases $ Lothe church friends of the are of this discussion, they will thank 
Bible Society, who, except Dr. us for drawing our remarks to a 
Marsh, will venture to teply, “If close. We wre not sorry for the 
the Eibte Socicty be used in aid of publication of this pamphitet by the 
‘he Bartiett’s buildings, why not dis- Margaret Professor of Divinity at 
card the former, and connect your- Cambridge, in behalf of the Liturey, 


elf wholly with the latter :? Sucha because we think it will be an ad- 
reply would, as Dr. snes well monition to the friends of the Bible 


sDows, INvVOlve the virtual dea‘h of Society (who, we have no doubt, 
ne Bible Society ; since we hesit ate wall all sutl remain mays that they 


ot fo call its association with the do xot relax, as it evidenUy appears 
Church wvilel to Us salacas. they have not yet relaxed, in the 


And then, will the Professor, how- disiribution of the Liturgy. We 
ever bold, undertake to promise speak, of course, to churchmen.— 
the same effectiveness or the same Were we to propose apy scheme, 
elect from Bartlett’s Burldings ina very scheming age, as a remedy 
Joney* Which is to be reasona- against the alleged dangers of the 
oly expected from the operations of Liturev, we should recommend the 
both societics. It is no mean re- institution of a distinct Prayer-Book 
sponsibility which Dr. Marsh takes and Homily Society® under the 
upon himself, when be weuld anni- church, affording greater facilites 
ulate the Important, the unheard of, ior the purchase and distribution of 
exeruions of the Foreign Bible So- the Litur: nd 
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ey, and also of the Homi- 
ciety, by a single hint from his pow- ics, than can be reasonably ex- 
erful pen, that charity begins at pected from the venerable Society 
home 3 or by aninvidious, net to say in Bartiett’s Buildings. . This w ould 
ungencronsy allusion to the universal be a true test to try the churchman- 
vhilanthropy of Anacharsis Cluots. ship ofthe Church-of-England mem- 
and ifit shall have been proved in bees of the Bible Society; at least 
se foregoing pages; if it shall be 


ke 
s 


‘ . . « * Tt se ra np)! " ea He silee \f 
nid by experience, that no positive bind markable, that the Beomitie ee 
the Church of England are not included 


uischi as accrue - was rege 
ct has accrued, or w wash amone the tracts dispersed by the venera- 
ere to have been CXPectea, {rom ble Soc lots for promoting Ch; rist ian Kone yw 
iy operations of the British and Jedge. And yet, as an exposition of the 


Voreign Bible Seciety, then, surely, Church of Engtand’sinterp retation of Scrip. 


ture, are they not still more imp: wees thar 
even the Litur; ey? Dr. Marsh hassaid much 
on the evils at ising from the extenszve omis- 
sion of the Liturgy by the Bible Society. He 
: - would be a point of curious and proe — might as well have descanted on the exten- 

te inquury, how soon the vencrable So- sive omission of shoes by some soup socie- 


wii be matter of repentance in 


ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge ty. But as far as the argument goes, may 


would be actually “ruined in its finances, 
vere all demands for those Bibles only, 


t not be asked in reply, whether there is 


the smallest force in it as applied to the 


‘his country, made upon it, which would omission of the ee which does not 


big 


ecessary for supplying our manifest de- cqually affect the omission ofthe Homilies; 
iencies 


; to say nothing of the loss of its and that evenin as ‘still greater degree, inas~ 

Horts in all those departments peculiar to muchas the Homilies are not now read in 
a me 4 4.8 ie riper > Nc 3 a 97cA ryt > : trorar a 

os a Church-of-England institution churches, as is the case with the Liturgy ¢ 
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of such of them as may have been 
prevented from joining the old soci- 
ety. We doubt if any one, who is 
able to afiord the subscription, would 
refuse to subscribe.* Next to this, 
we recommend to the Bartlett's 
Buildings’ Society stil further tolow- 
er the price of their Prayer-Bocks, 
already, indeed, to their honour, ex- 
ceedingly low, and to encourage the 
transfer of demands for Bib!es from 
themselves to the Bible Society. 
And last of all we recommend, to 
that truly exceilent and useful so- 
Ciety, a cordial friendship, if not a 
warm co-operation, with the British 
and Foreign Bible Seciety. The 
more we consider the question, the 
more palpably we consider it to be 
now the interest of the church soci- 
ety to throw offas much ofits burden 
as it can upon the shoulders of the 
general one. It would then pursue 
more unshackled its on operations 
for the good of that church which it 
especially serves. ‘ Two are better 
then one,” is a moito eminently 
suitable in firinezfple to these two so- 
cieties: and if we might apply a 
quotation once used by a great and 
lamented statesman, in recommend- 


* We shall probably recur to this subj ject 
before we close the present number. 
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ing a political union equally cried 
down at the time, we should say ; 
Non ego nec Veucris Halos parere jubebo ; 
Nee milu regna peto; paribus se leg bus 
xmibee 
Invictz gentes, eterna in foedera mittant, 
Our readers will perceive, that in 
the present review we have con- 
fined ourselves entirely to the dis- 
cussion ei the main principle at issue 
between us and Dr. Marsh. We 
have reserved ourselves on many 
collateral questions, as well as on 
the personalities of his pamphlet, 
fora future occasion; and this we 
have done with the less sciuple. be- 
cause the public are already in pos- 
session of a reply to Dr. Marsh from 
the pen of Dr, Clarke ; and because, 
at the moment that we write, two 
other replies of no mean promise 
are announced; the one by the Right 
fon. N. Vansittart, and the other 
by the Rev. Mr. Dealtry. These 
will, probably, have met the public 
eye before our own remarks have 
seen the light; and they will, 
doubtless, not only have discussed, 
with far greater ability and effect, 
the single point to which our rea- 
sonings have been directed, but they 
will have left little to be achieved 
by other writers on the remaining 
branches of the subject. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

ss: Economical History of the 
Hebrides and HRighlands of Scotland, by 
the Kev. Dr. W alker, Professor of Natur al 
History inthe University of Edinburgh ;— 
and Essays on the Prophecies, by the Rev. 
T. Robinson, of Leicester. 

Preparing for publication: Christian 
Ethics, by the Rev. Thomas Wintle ;—and 
(by subscription) a new 8yo. Edition, in 
9 yols. of the Works of Dr. Watts. 


In the pre 


The following gentlemen of Cambridge 
were admitted to ordination, by the Bishop 
of London, on the 23d of February last, viz. 
Rev. H. Townley, B. A. Trinity; 
istrone, B.A, 


Priests: 


Rey. W. Arn St. John’s ; Rey. 


NC. 


G. C.Gorham, B. A. Queen’s :— Deacons : 
Mr. Grace, B. A. Pembroke Hall; Mr. 
Trvon, B A. St. John’s. 

The Cambridge University scholarship 


has been shiaieian by Mr. Scholefield, of 


Trinity, The chancellor’s medals have 
been adjudged to Mr. Gosset, B. A of Tri- 
nity, and to Mr. Neale, B. A. of St. John’s. 
Mr Owen, of St. John’s, and Mr. Price, o 
Trinity, have been elected scholars upon 
Dr. Bell’s foundation. 

It is proposed to establish a direct navi- 
gable communication between London and 
Bristol, and thence to South Wales and 
Ireland, through the Kennet and Avon na: 
vigation. 

A Botanic Garden has been formed 4 











Hull. about a mile from the town, under 
the care of Mr. Don, nephew to the Direc- 
yor of the Cambridge Garden. 

The income of the consolidated fund, in 
1811, was 42,286,152/.; the charge ie it, 
96,3152. ; and the surplus, 6,989, 8391. : 


ve dyse 
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in 1812, the income was 40,917,835/. 
the charge 36,801,993/.,, and the surplus 
4.115,841/. The amount of the war taxes, 
including the property tax in 1811, was 
23,027,444; in 1812, 22,395,0552. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


iene lies before us, at the present mo- 
wnt, sO large a mass of Keligious Intelli- 
ENC, and that of a highly in te restin 12 de- 
scription, that we hardly know what part 
firs! to select, or how to Keep pace with the 
reasonable expectations of our readers to 
be nformed of the events which are pass- 
ing in the religious world. We should 
have been glad on this, as on many former 
occasions, to have enlarged the stipulated 
size of our Work, inorder to meet the pres- 
sure of the moment; but the occurrence 
of the Easter Holvdays, at the close of the 
month, renders this expedient difficult, if 
notimpracticable, This must be our apo- 
logy to our readers, and we trust they will 
deem it a satisfactory one, for postponing 
many articles of intelligence which justly 
claim an early notice, or for briefly advert- 
ing to others, to which, in different circum- 
stances, we should have felt it our duty to 
afiord a larger space. It is impossible for 
any reader of our work not to be struck 
| with the vapidly increasing extent and im- 
portance of that kind of intelligence which 
mav be denominated Religious ; although 
lew of them can have the same opportuni- 
ty with ourselves to judge of this increase, 
When we be -9an our labours, our materials 
of this description were extre ‘melv scanty : 
with difficulty did we glean a sufficiency 
of information to justify the regular appro- 
priation of a part of our work as a record of 
religious events. The difficulty we now 
feel is so to compress our materials as not 
fo interfere too much with our other pro- 
essed objects, and yet meet the laudable 
demands of pubiic curiosity. This one 


*° 


p circumstance supersedes the necessity of 
i anv induction of particulars to prove the 
e progress which retigion is making in the 
le ; world, May it be our endeavour, and that 
>. four readers, to accelerate it, if possible, 
: athousand fold! God forbid that any of us 


hould be found, in rHar pay, to have 
been instrumental in retarding it! 


d @@ *21TISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


“He annual general meeting of this Socicty 
vil be held at the Free-Mason’s Hall, 


Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Ficlds, on 
Wednesday the 6th day of May next, when 
a Report of the Proceedings of the Com- 
mittee, during the past vear, may be ex- 
pected, far exce odin in interest any even 
of its own most interesting reports. But 
we need not now anticipate any of those 
particulars which we shall shortly have the 
pleasure of more cir cumstantially and more 
accurately recording 

In the preceding part of this number it 
will be seen that we have taken a large 
share inthe controversy which Dr. Marsh 
has thought proper to revive, respecting 
the Bible Soc icty. In doing so, we have 
endeavoured to redeem the pledge which 
we gave in our last number: how far we 
lave succeeded must be left to the jude- 
ment of our readers. We would only re- 
quest, that, ifon a perusal of our review of 
Dr. Marsh’s pamphlet, they should retain 
an impression of the weakness or insuth- 
ciency of our reasoning, they would attri- 
bute this, not to the cause itself, but to our 
incompetency to doit justice. The cause, 
we are confident, is capable of the mast 
triumphant vindication, and advocates fully 
equal to that vindication will doubtless be 
found. Indeed, such advocates have alrea- 
dv come forward ; and, if we are capable 
of forming any judgment of the relative 
force of arguments, the refutation of Dr. 
Marsh is complete. The pamphlets of the 
Right Hon. N Vansittart and the Rev W. 
Dealtry, which have this day reached us, 
and to which we hope to have another op- 
portunity of adverting , scem to us to have 
left nothing farther to be desired on this 
head. What new ground of opposition may 
be taken by Dr. Marsh ; what new objec- 
tions he may ratse; or by what new mistate- 
ments and sophistries, the old objections 
may be bolstered up through the pages of 
another pamphiet, we will not pretend to 
say; but, certainly, we consider the cause 
as decided against him; and all we wish 
for is, that such of our readers as still en- 
tertain a doubt on this point, would read for 
themselves what Mr. Vansittart and Mr, 
Dealtrv have written. The pamphiets ofboth 
these gentlemen are published by Hatchard. 
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The publication of Dr.Marsh’s pamphlet, 
however we may regret it on other ac- 
counts, has been attended with this unfore- 
seen advantage, that it appears to have sug- 
crested, to many zealous friends of the E sta- 
blishment, the propriety of forming a dis- 
tinct Society for the express and exclusive 
purpose of circ culating the Liturgy, Articles, 
and Homilies of the Church of ‘Engl: and, 
without note or comment; and measures, 
ve understand, will spcedily be taken for 
carrying this suggestion into effect, 
AUXILIARY BIBLE SO- 
CIETY. 


BLACKIUEATH 

We have been favoured, by a highly va- 
lued correspondent, with the particulars of 
the meeting, on the 22d of February last 
which produced the establishment of the 
Blackheath Auxiliary Bible Socicty ; 
we regret that our limits will not permit us, 
atleast in this month’s number, to avail 
ourselves, to the extent that we could have 
wished, of his obliging communication 
Tire proceedings of that dav, together with 
a report of the speeches which were deli- 
we are happy to 
say, be pu 1c d, ima separate pamphiet, 
in the course of a days ; and we can 
assure our reacers that in those speeches 
they will find much to itorm their minds 
and to interest their feciings, and we migh 
add, if the consideration were not too tr ivia 
for the occasion, to grauly their tast 
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The mex mene was numerously and 
respectably attended; and the chair was 
filled bv Mr. po soto in, agentieman lone 


distinguished for his zeal pane activity in 
the promotion of every benevolent and pa- 
triotic underta ‘The usta! resolutions 
were moved and unanimously adopted. The 
Varl of Dartmouth was appointed Presi- 
he If{on. and very Rev. 
the Right Hon. N. Vansittart, 
rrington of the Royal Ar- 


-sryer 
iking. 


dent; t 
Windsor, 
M.P ‘Generss Va 
ullery, 
rines, 7 hin J. A apeente i Esc. and the 
Rev Ge corge Lock, Vice- President s; Rich- 
ard Best, Esq. Treasurer; and the Rey 
‘Fheophilus Lane, Prebendary of Hereford, 
Dr. Parker of the Royal Artiliery Hospital, 
Woolwich, and Mr. 4 Shewell of Deptterd, 
Secrctaries. ‘he su 
tions, already received, an 
but even this sum, as our corres 
justiy and feclingly remarks, ‘ will go but 
a2 little way towards supplying the 
the many thousands of ignorant creatures 
in this neighbourhood.” 

The speakers who distinguished them- 
selves on this eecasion were, besides the 
three Secretaries of the pareut institution, 
the Right Hon. N. Vansittart, Dr. Gregory 
of Woolwich, the Rey. Dr. Collyer, John 
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Dyer, Esq. of the Admiralty, the Rey. 
Messrs. Lane, Townsend, and Simons, an@ 
Dr. Parker, vor the reasons we have al. 

ready given, we are under the necessity of, 
at least, min Reeds the extracts which jr 
was our wish to make from these spe eng 
and of confining ourselves, for the pre ent. 
to the insertion of the greater part of the 
address of this new society to the public 
an address which is no less re Markable fy, 
the force and, at the same time, conciseness 
of its statements, than for the ingenuity 
which has given something of the charm o; 
novelty to arguments so much used, and 
forthe spirit of true Christian pathos which 
at once enlists all the best feelings of our 
nature on the side of such institutions as 
the present 

“The Committee of the Blackheath 
Aunithary Society trust that the County of 
Kent, in which the Christian religion was 
first established amon our Saxon 
tors, W rid Bow be the last t¢ ) patronize an in 
stitution, which has, in the short space of 
eight years from its formation, effected so 
for the cause of Christianity, and 
omises to be the most pow erful in- 
strument that has ever been employed by 
Divine Providence, without the exertion of 
miraculous agency, to establish the spirit 
of union and concord among all Chris 
tians, and to diffuse the pure heht of the 
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“in the short ; 
tioned, it 
Wholly or 
tures in nearly sixty languages. Its exei 
tions have been extended to Europe, Asia, 
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much 
which pr 


Airica, and America; and have been 1 
“ee } ona were } ner arlm 
ceived al] with gratitude and admira 


tion. Whuile sovereigns have extended to! 
their patronage and support, it has ever 
xcited the hearticlt blessings of the 
needy, the ignorant, and the afficted, 

‘© in Europe, in Asta, in America, num 
rous Societics have been formed to tu 
ther its objects, and extend its utility; 
and all descriptions of Christians, the Pro- 
testant, the Greek, and, in many instances, 
the Roman Catholic, have united to sur 
ort an Institution, which jas for its funda 
mental jaw and sole purpose the distr! 
the unadultersted Werd of the: 
But the 
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of our country, and to make Britain a bles- 
sing to the world, even beyond the reach of 
jer Gominion, the power of her arms, and 
re extent of her commerce, is the glorious 
ain of the Bible Society. 

« But even at home we have yet much to 
lo; and as local wants are best supplied by 
local attention and superintendence, that 
vill best be done by the establishment of 
Auxiliary Societies, such as the Commit- 
recommend to this county and 
neighbourhood, The district comprised by 

 Biackheath Auxiliary Society is ex- 
vemely populous, containing certainly not 
less than one hundred thousand souls. OF 
these a great number are strangers from 
yar.ous parts of the kingdom, particularly 
Ireland, and many are foreigners. A great 
proportion of the strangers, and even of the 
natives, are lamentably ignorant and unin- 
structed ; and the paucity of churches is 
such, that even with the aid of all the other 
paces of divine Worship, a a considerable 
proportion must be destitute of the ordinary 
ie ans of religious instruction. ‘The conse- 
quences are ‘such as migiit easily be fore- 
sen—an extreme depravity of manners, 
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nd great danger to the public peace. ‘he 
frequency of crimes, and the difficulty and 
mbwrassment attendiag their detection 


und punishment, have ted the inhabitants to 
consider the interference of the legislature 
isuecessary for the establishment of a 
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““ TheCommittee conccive that these ac- 
knowledged circumstances plead strongly 
in favour of an establishment, which cannot 
but co-operate powerfully with all the other 
means that may be employed for sccuring 
the peace and good order of the neighbour- 
hood, and which tends, in the most eflec- 
tual and unobjectionable manner, ultimately 
to supersede their necessity. 

‘¢’To the Clergy and other Ministers, it 
affords the opportunity of more accurately 
knowme, and the means of suppiying, the 
wants of theirseveral flocks ;—to the Magi- 
strate, the hope that the painiul necessity 
of curbing excesses by the harsh inflictions 
of penal law will be removed ; to every 
Christian, the cheering prospect of having, 
under the blessing of God, been instrumen- 

tal in turning m any to per eager. manv 
by whom his personal safety might have 
been endangered, or artes roperty assailed ; 
many who have risked their lives in em- 
ployments connected with his business, or 
in the nobler service of defending his and. 
his couatry’s cause ;—many, also, whom his 
eves will never see, whose names will 
never reach his ear, but who, distant 
nations, and generations yet unborn, shalk 
learn to celebrate their Khedeemer’s praise ; 
and who, at last, shali swell that countless 
multitude, who surround the everlasting 
ety for ever singing salvation to our God 
and to the Lamb!” 





VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


rview of public affairs, we are com- 
sll ito be extremely brief. 

li SPAIN, no new events of any import- 
mee have occurred, Lord Wellington ap- 
ya's to be coliceting with great assiduity 

means of br inging the seige of Badajoz, 
ihe he shall attempt it, to a successful 
‘eymination The French seem to be di- 
Sigg thear main etiorts to the same point. 
"© May expect, therefore, that the cam- 
puign will commence in that quarter. 

france is manifestly preparing for a 
War in the north of Europe ; while Russra, 
‘i gs against whom her efiorts are like- 
‘y IN the first instance, to be directed, is 
‘astine her best blood and treasure in dis- 
« ig with Turkey the possession of some 
paltry province. Bonaparte has obviously 
New some expedition of a gigantic and 
set whe Iming description. He has declar- 

that France, (and the name of France 
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he now undisguisedly applies to the whole 
extent of his dominion, from the shores of 
the Baltic to those of the Adriatic), shall 
become an armed nation. <A local force oi 
600,U00 men is to ensure internal tran quil- 
lity, and to guard his frontier on all hands 
from the introduction of English merchan- 
dize. About 200,000 men drawn from the 
conscripts of former years, whose services 
had not been called for, are to be added to 
his regular force. And he plainly intimates, 
that this force is tikely to be employed for 
a long time, at a great distance from home. 
His Berlin and Milan decrees he declares 
to be in full force against the ships of all na- 
tions, who do not cause their flags to be 
respected by England ; in other words, 
who do not go to war with her: all others 
are to be considered denationalized. 
And he holds out to France the prespect of 
an interminable war with Great Britain 
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Among other regulations which he has don what he cails her new principles of 
! adopted, is the infliction of summary capi- maritime law. 
4 tal punishment on every person found guil- On the various subjects of Domesrie 
) ty of holding any communication with Hie- politics agitated in partzament, Wwe cannot 
ligoland ; and yet, strange to tell, ne is enter even im the most succine: meiner, 
granting’ licenses to trade direct between Various changes have taken place in ami. 
England and France. nistiation, and more are expected. Lord 
As far as we are capable of judging, Casticreagh has succveded the Marquis 
SWEDEN seems disposed to take part Weilesley as secretary of state for Fu eign 
agaist, rather than for, France ; butno step Aifairs, and Lord Metville fas taken tie 
winch is calculated decisively to mark the place of Mr. Yorke at the Admaralty Board, 
character of her policy has yet be.n taken “the Marquis of Hertford has becn appout- 
What part the Usirep Sraves will ed Lord Chamberiam ; ari Cholnondely, 
take, under the altered circumstances in Lord Steward; the Marquis of Winciies- 
which they are placed, by the uncerenioni- — ter, Groom of the Stole; Earl of Harring. 
ous and authoritative contradiction which ton, Captain and Constable of Windsor 
Bonaparte has given to alltheir arguments Caustic ; and Coi. Seymour, Serjeant at 
on the subject of the recall of theBerlinand Arms: with a great variety of minor xp. 
Milan decrees, and on which alieged recall = pointments in the Prince Regent’s house. 
they had grounded ail their hostile mea- hold. 
a, Hh. sures against England, we cannot guess. A French squadron has escaped trom 
i But if Bonaparte had wished tostultify the = L’Urient, consisting of four or five sail of 
whole proceediags of the American Gov- the line. Nothing is known of their desti- 
ernment and Congress during the lasi vear, — nation. 
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he could not have done it more efleciually Two of the seamen condemned as traitors, 
ie 4 than he as by the simple declaration, that in consequence of thew taking up arms 






| the Besiinand Mian Decrees are unaltera- against their country in the Isle of France, 
Bae ble inws of his empire, until Great Britain have been executed, as an example to our 
Le shali repeal ali her Orders in Council since navy and army. ‘The clemency of the 
, 








May 1806, inclusive, and shall also aban- Crown has been extended to the rest. 











































ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. ' 
Moi J. R’s account will be admitted. ; 
ia a R.H.; J. L.; Puitavernes; Herbert’s Hymn; and the Extract from Mrs. Grant , 
will find a plice al 
ae R.V.G.; A.B; CruerricusScruraror; B.; Epwarn C.; ScRuTATOR OXONIEX: Ol 
a sis; are under consideration ‘D 
a As E. W. admits that the Castles which he builds in the air are “the result of determi- 3 j. 
| nation, and not the consequence of mattention,” we should advise him to determine th 
ea to employ the force of his mind on more stable erections. 1 
1 A Correspondent has objecied to the statement on the subject of original sin by Dr. 01 
a South, inserted in our fast number, p. 78, as far too harsh and repulsive. We will not It 
contest that point with him, The object of the extract, we apprehend, is to shew how @@ tin 
| very unreasonubie is the clamour raised against those ministers and members of our | pie 
, Church, in the present day, who hold and preach the doctrine of man’s utter depravity | a 
if and helplessness, us if the mere assertion of this doctrine proved them not to be true ae 
Fa) churchmen, Who among them has used stronger language ; who among them, indeed, Gam {5 t 
1 i we might ask, has used such strong language as Dr. South has done, in the passage gq Con 
alluded to, in describing the innate corruption of human nature? Would the Bishop HH ame 
vas of Lincoln represent Dr South as therefore heterodox ? . ma lew 
i Our disguised Correspondent, from the neighbourhood of [amb’s Conduit Strect, ifhe gm, 
ab i speak trut) in saying that he writes in love and faithfulness when he uses the language) awe 
q ‘| of censure and reproof towards us, must admit that our censure, even of those be may M's tl 
Bab think faultless, mav be very consistent with love and faithfulness. If the articles, ©) then 
et which he alludes, be inconsistent with truth, it is in his power to shew their oppoSilO? Gi is a, 
+ toit. It is easy to bring a sweeping charge ; not so easy to substantiate it. Bey 
pring 
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Last Number, p, 82, col. 1, 1. 20, for Mankeim read AZanheim 





